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Greetings 
from  Pave 

Welcome  to  TTie  Coin  Collector! 
As  these  words  are  being  written,  I’ve 
just  returned 
from  Colorado, 
where  I  spent  a 
week  at  the 
American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Asso¬ 
ciation  (mainly 
in  the  library) 
and  going  here 
and  there  in  the 
Rockies.  The  fo¬ 
cal  point  was 
the  annual  ANA 
Summer  Seminar,  where  four  Bowers 
and  Merena  people  attended  classes. 
Debbie  McDonald,  Denise  D’Eri,  and 
son  Andrew  Bowers  attended  the  Coin 
Grading  class  taught  by  Don  Bonser  and 
Mary  Sauvain— two  very  talented  people. 
Wife  Christie  held  forth  in  the  Asian 
Numismatics  class  taught  by  George 
Fisher,  Bill  Spengler,  and  Joe  Boling, 
with  a  guest  appearance  by  Ken  Bressett 
Nearby,  Mark  Borckardt  was  co-instruc¬ 
tor  of  a  class  on  the  history  of  the  first 
Philadelphia  Mint  (1732-1832).  In  the 
library  I  was  mainly  doing  research  for 
another  book  on  the  famous  5.5.  Central 
America,  emphasizing  the  numismatic 
aspects  along  with  the  Gold  Rush  (in 
contrast,  the  other  four  books  in  print 
in  the  past  12  years  have  emphasized 
the  ship  and  its  recovery). 

Meanwhile,  back  at  Bowers  and 
Merena,  the  coin  hobby  is  as  exciting 
and  intense  as  ever.  The  new  state  re¬ 
verse  quarters  (with  the  official  launch 
of  our  own  New  Hampshire  quarter  set 
for  August  7),  the  Sacagawea  dollars, 
the  5.5.  Central  America  gold  treasure, 
and  other  things  bring  many  new  faces 
into  the  hobby.  If  this  is  your  first  issue 
of  The  Coin  Collector,  order  with  the 
assurance  that  each  and  every  coin  is 
guaranteed  to  please— or  receive  an  in¬ 
stant  refund.  Sincel  953  we  have  helped 
form  many  of  the  greatest  collections 
assembled. 

Debbie  McDonald  will  be  “holding 
down  the  fort”  in  the  Direct  Sales  De¬ 
partment  for  much  of  the  next  month 
while  Gail  is  traveling,  visiting  Collec¬ 
tors  Universe  in  California,  the  ANA 
Convention  in  Philadelphia,  and  other 
places.  Call  Debbie  at  1-800-222-5993 
to  order  coins,  or  Mary  Tocci  to  take 
care  of  your  book  order.  Or,  send  your 
order  by  e-mail,  fax,  or  regular  mail. 

I  hope  you  are  enjoying  the  sum¬ 
mer.  Thank  you  for  your  interest  in 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  We  all 
appreciate  your  business  and  friendship. 
Sincerely  yours. 


<2^ 


Q.  David  Bowers 

President,  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
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In  Search  of  Columbus 

by  Tom  La  Mane 


“Will  someone  with  an  authentic  portrait 
of  Christopher  Columbus  please  come  for¬ 
ward?”  That  might  have  been  the  plea  in  1892 
as  designs  were  being  prepared  for 
the  World’s  Columbian  Exposi¬ 
tion  half  dollar.  But  with  no  por- 
trait-from-hfe  available  to  use 
as  a  model,  U.S.  Mint  Chief 
Engraver  Charles  E.  Barber 
presented  an  artist’s  concep¬ 
tion  of  the  explorer.  The 
resulting  “hkeness”  was  a 
disaster,  judging  from 
newspaper  commentaries  of 
the  day. 

“The  picture  of  Colum¬ 
bus  upon  the  souvenir  coins 
will  be  ideal,”  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Examiner  reported 
shortly  before  production  of 
the  commemoratives  began. 

“It  is  not  altogether  clear  how  it 
could  be  anything  else,  since  the  roving 
gentleman  whose  bones  rest  in  a  pair  of  tombs 
neglected  to  leave  any  authentic  portrait. 
Those  available  range  from  figures  of  a  pallid 
student  to  a  bewhiskered  brigand,  each  prob¬ 
ably  as  wrong  as  the  other.” 

In  the  course  of  nearly  four  centuries,  Co¬ 
lumbus  had  been  depicted  in  almost  every 
image  and  mood  imaginable.  The  earliest 
known  portrait  was  a  1519  oil  painting  by 
Sebastian  del  Piombo,  completed  13  years  af¬ 
ter  the  navigators’  death.  A  1575  wood  en¬ 
graving  by  Tobias  Spinner,  based  on  a  lost  por¬ 
trait  from  1550,  was  considered  the  most  ac¬ 
curate  hkeness.  Also  available  for  contempla¬ 
tion  was  the  following  description  of  Christo¬ 
pher  Columbus  by  his  son  Ferdinand: 

“The  Admiral  was  a  well-built  man  of 
more  than  average  stature,  the  face  long,  the 
cheeks  somewhat  high,  his  body  neither  fat 


nor  lean.  He  had  an  aquiline  nose  and  Hght- 
colored  eyes.  His  complexion,  too,  was  hght 
and  tending  to  bright  red.  In  youth  his  hair 
was  blond,  but  when  he  reached  the 
age  of  30,  it  all  turned  white. 

’’Bartolomi  de  Las  Casas, 
who  knew  Columbus  as  a 
young  man,  wrote  only  that 
his  countenance  was  “im¬ 
pressive.” 

Reports  vary  as  to  which 
of  the  many  Columbus  por¬ 
traits  or  statues  may  have 
inspired  the  image  on  the 
Columbian  half  dollar. 
The  first  proposed  design. 


Scene  from  the  Columbian  Exposition 


on  a  statue  in  Madrid  byjeronimo  Sunel. 

After  pronouncing  Warner’s  model 
uncoinable,  Barber  made  only  technical  im¬ 
provements  to  come  up  with  the  final  version. 
Questioned  by  the  press  about  the  design  of 
the  forthcoming  commemorative.  Barber 
would  say  only  that  it  would  look  “very  much 
like  a  half  dollar.” 

Although  the  Chicago  exposition  opened  a 
year  late,  in  1893,  Columbian  half  dollars  were 
minted  in  both  1892  (the  actual  400*  anniversary 
year  of  Columbus’ voyage)  and  1893.  The  1892- 
dated  coins  proved  to  be  the  most  popular. 

Soon  after  the  first  examples  went  on  sale  at 
a  doUar  each,  the  Galveston  Daily  News  panned 
Barber’s  portrait  of  Columbus  as  “an  elegant 
hkeness  of  the  late  Sitting 
BuU.”  The  Philadelphia  Led¬ 
ger  facetiously  predicted 
many  Americans  would  be 
uncertain  whether  the  coin 
was  supposed  to  portray 
the  late  Daniel  Webster  or 
clergyman  Henry  Ward 
Beecher.  The  Boston  Globe 
said,  “The  first  view  of  the 
new  Columbian  souvenir 
coin  inevitably  leads  to  an 
expression  of  regret  that 
Columbus  wasn’t  a  better 
looking  man.” 

Still,  there  were  those 
who  admired  the  design, 
and  a  rendition  of  the 
“souvenir”  half  dollar’s 
obverse  was  selected  as  the 
central  motif  for  the  $5 


submitted  by  U.S.J.  Dunbar,  was  said  to  have 
been  adapted  from  a  painting  by  Lorenzo 
Lotto.  Another  design,  submitted  by  Ofin 
Lewis  Warner,  copied  an  anonymous  medaUic 
Columbus  portrait  which,  in  turn,  was  based 


World’s  Columbian  Exposition  commemora¬ 
tive  postage  stamp.  Columbus  faces  right  on 
the  half  dollar  and  left  on  the  stamp,  and  there 
are  differences  in  his  collar,  but  in  other  re- 

(coiiliinied  on  pagi'  10) 
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COLONIAL  AND  EARLY 
AMERICAN  COINS 


Our  offering  of  early  American  issues  includes  a 
lovely  1776  Continental  doUar  in  an  unusually  high 
grade,  some  select  quality  copper  coins  of  the  1780s, 
and  other  desiderata. 

The  field  of  colonials  includes  coins  and  tokens 
made  in  early  America  as  a  medium  of  exchange,  to¬ 
kens  made  in  Great  Britain  for  use  in  our  young  na¬ 
tion,  and  commemorative  items  including  tokens 
depicting  George  Washington.  These  have  always 
been  of  prime  interest  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries,  and  over  the  years  we  have  handled  our  share, 
and  perhaps  even  more,  of  notable  collections  and 
prime  rarities. 

1723  Wood’s  Hibernia  farthing  (1/4  of  a  penny). 
Breen-172.  DEI.  GRATIA.  REX.  EF-45.  An  at¬ 
tractive  example  with  traces  of  lustre  remaining. 
These  pieces  were  struck  in  quantity  and  intended 
to  be  circulated  in  Ireland  (Hibemia  is  the  ancient 
word  for  Ireland),  but  some  accounts  state  that 
quantities  were  shipped  to  America;  hence  they  are 

collected  with  the  American  series  today . 385 

1773  Virgiiiia  hal^nny.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Lus¬ 
trous  red  and  brown,  more  red  than  brown,  and 
somewhat  prooflike,  especially  on  the  obverse.  A 
lovely  specimen  of  one  of  the  very  few  true  Ameri¬ 
can  colonial  coins  that  can  be  obtained  in  Mint 
State — this  situation  due  to  a  fascinating  cache  of 
these  pieces  which  came  to  light  in  the  19th  century 
and  today  is  remembered  as  the  Cohen  Hoard  fi'om 

Col.  Mendes  I.  Cohen  ofBaltimore . 895 

1766  Pitt  token.  VE-30  (PCGS).  The  Pitt  token, 
sometimes  referred  to  as  the  Pitt  halj^ny,  depicts  and 
honors  British  statesman  William  Pitt,  who  in  the  pre- 
Revolutionary  eta  was  friendly  to  the  American  cause. 
Examples  are  feirly  scarce  today,  and  we  doubt  if  more 
than  a  few  hundred  exist . 1 ,450 

Lovely  1776  Continental  Dollar 
1776  Continental  Dollar.  B-1095.  Newman-3D. 
Pewter.  EG  FECIT.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  lovely, 
very  appealing  specimen  of  one  of  the  great  classics 
in  American  coinage.  Bright  original  silver  surfeces 
with  attractive  toning  on  the  outlines  and  motifs — 
one  of  the  finest  quality  examples  we  have  ever  of¬ 
fered .  24,500 

The  obverse  depicts  a  sundial  with  the  Latin  inscrip¬ 
tion,  FUGIO,  or  “I  fly,”  referring  to  the  rapid  passage  of 
time.  Below  is  the  notation,  MIND  YOUR  BUSI¬ 
NESS.  Around  the  border:  CONTINENTAL  CUR¬ 
RENCY  and  the  date  1776.  This  modfwas  later  (1787) 
adapted  for  use  on  the  Fugio  copper  cent. 

The  reverse  has  interlocking  rings,  each  inscribed 
with  the  name  or  abbreviation  of  a  state,  with  AMERI¬ 
CAN  CONGRESS  and  WE  ARE  ONE  at  the  center. 

The  genesis  of  the  1776  Continental  dollar  is  one  of 
the  mysteries  remaining  among  early  American  coin 
issues.  The  writer  is  of  the  school  that  this  is  an  authorized 
emission  of  the  Continental  Congress  and  was  intended 
to  replace  the  SI  paper  note  (one  with  the  same  obverse 
design  had  been  printed,  but  then  discontinued — a  gap 
which  might  indicate  that  the  pewter  dollars  were  used 
instead).  No  contemporary  legislation,  coinage  contract, 
or  other  specific  record  has  been  located,  but  same  prob¬ 
ably  exists — somewhere. 

1783  Nova  Constellatio.  Pointed  Rays,  Large 
US.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Lovely  brown  surfaces.  A  high 
grade  and  very  attractive  specimen  of  this  popular 

early  copper  issue  . 995 

1783  Nova  Constellatio.  Blunt  Rays.  AU-55 
(PCGS).  Lovely  surfaces .  1,895 

Mint  State  1787  Massachusetts  Half  Cent! 

1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder  4C.  Rarity- 
3.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  rich  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  A  splendid  coin  that  is  sure  to  dehght  its  next 

owner . 2,695 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Miller-33. 39-S.l. 
Draped  Bust  Left.  EF-45.  Light  brown.  Some 
original  planchet  surface  characteristics  are  still  vis¬ 
ible  on  the  high  points.  Outstanding  quality.  695 

1786  New  Jersey  Copper.  Maris-18M.  Bridle  va¬ 
riety.  VF-20  (PCGS) . 595 

Attractive  1787  M-64t  New  Jersey  Copper 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M-64t.  Large  Planchet, 

Plain  Shield  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  lovely  high-grade 
specimen  of  this  popular  “type,”  one  of  the  issues 
produced  under  contract  for  New  Jersey  1786- 
1788.  All  design  components,  triangular  “sawtooth” 
dentils,  and  other  features  are  very  sharp.  A  truly 
special  example  of  the  variety  and  grade.  T  oday,  coins 
of  this  quality  are  quite  rare .  1,850 

1789  Mott  token.  Breen-1020.  Thick  planchet. 
Plain  edge.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Glossy  medium 
brown  surfaces.  Some  reverse  striking  weakness  at 
the  center,  as  nearly  always  seen  for  this  variety.  In¬ 
termediate  die  state  with  a  cud  attached  to  the  up>- 
per  left  edge  of  the  clock  but  not  yet  affecting  the 
D  (GOLD) . 875 

Splendid  Kentucky  Cent 

Undated  (c.l792)  Kentucky  cent.  B-1155.  Plain 


edge.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  of 
this  popular  variety;  the  edge  style  usually  seen.  1 ,495 
Undated  (c.l792)  Kentucky  cent.  B-1157. 
Lancaster  edge.  MS-63  BN.  153.9  grains.  PAY¬ 
ABLE  IN  LANCASTER  LONDON  OR 
BRISTOL  on  edge.  Several  times  scarcer  than  the 

plain  edge  variety .  1 ,095 

The  name  of  this  token  is  derived  from  the  position 
of  the  initial  K  at  the  top  of  the  pyramid  design  on  the 
reverse.  For  a  long  time  in  American  numismatics  such 
pieces  were  called  “triangle  cents.” 

Undated  (c.l792)  Kentucky  cent.  B-1 157.  Lancaster 

edge.  EF-45 .  325 

1795  Talbot,  Allum  and  Lee  cent.  B-1035.  AU-55 
(PCGS).  In  the  late  1850s,  when  coin  collecting  was 
just  beginning  to  become  popular  in  America,  the 
1795  was  considered  to  be  the  rarer  of  the  two  Tal¬ 
bot,  AUum  &  Lee  dates.  Today,  it  seems  that  more 
of  the  higher  grade  pieces  are  dated  1795  and  more  of 

the  lower  grade  coins  are  dated  1794 .  675 

The  partnership  of  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee,  formed  in 
1794  and  operated  only  until  1796,  was  composed  of 
William  Talbot,  William  Allum,  and  James  Lee,  who 
engaged  in  the  India  trade  in  lower  Manhattan  at  241 
Pearl  Street.  Tokens  dated  1794  and  1795  bearing  the 
standing  figure  of  Commerce  on  the  obverse  and  a  fully- 
rigged  saihng  ship  on  the  reverse,  were  struckin  Birming¬ 
ham  and  imported  into  America.  On  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic  they  were  sufficiently  plentiful  at  one  time  that 
the  Philadelphia  Min  t  ga  thered  examples  andcutplanchets 
for  half  cents  from  them,  such  half  cent  emissions  being 
dated  1795  and  1797.  A  detailed  account  is  given  in  Dave 
Bowers’  book,  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards. 

Washington  Double  Head  cent.  AU-58  (PCGS). 

Wonderful  surfaces . 995 

1793  Washington  Ship  token.  Lettered  edge.  EF- 

45  (PCGS).  Medium  brown  surfaces.  A  popular  and 
somewhat  scarce  issue;  one  of  the  Guide  Book  listed 

classics  of  its  era . 895 

1787  Fugio  cent.  New  Haven  restrike.  MS-64  BN 
(PCGS).  Lustrous  tan  surfeces.  A  particularly  lovely 
specimen  of  this  ever-popular  issue.  There  is  room 

for  one  in  every  collection . 895 

Stmck  from  copy  dies  produced  shortly  before  the 
Civil  War.  The  pieces  were  brought  to  market  in  a  scenario 
worthy  of  the  combined  efforts  of  David  U.  Proskey  and 
Thomas  Wise,  but  actually  centering  around  the  activities 
ofHoratio  N.  Rust,  a  prominent  numismatist  ofhis  day.  A 
complicated  story  reached  print,  stating  that  C.  Wyllys 
Betts,  a  teenager,  had  “found”  original  dies  at  the  site  of  the 
Broome  &  Piatt  store  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  at  an 
address  which  decades  earlier  had  been  a  mint  for  the 
contract  coinage  of  Fugio  coppers.  Some  account  of  Rust 
is  given  in  A  merican  Numismatics  B^ore  the  Citnl  War,  1 760- 
1860,  by  Q.  David  Bowers — available  from  leading  nu¬ 
mismatic  booksellers  everywhere. 


HALF  CENTS 


This  denomination  provides  a  wonderful  series  for 
the  collector  interested  in  early  issues  of  our  nation. 
Beginning  in  the  very  first  year  of  coinage  at  the  young 
Philadelphia  Mint,  these  small  coins  were  struck  in¬ 
termittently  through  1857.  Although  specialists  have 
spent  large  sums  collecting  varieties  in  higher  grade 
and  Proof-only  issues,  a  nice  representation  of  dates 
and  types  can  be  acquired  for  a  modest  sum. 

Aside  fi-om  Walter  Breen’s  essential  Complete  Ency¬ 
clopedia  qfU.S.  and  Colonial  Coins,  other  important  ref¬ 
erences  include  the  same  author’s  Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Half  Cents,  1 793-1 857,  and  American  Half  Cents 
by  Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr.  Both  specialized  volumes  serve 
the  collector,  Walter  Breen’s  for  the  specialist  contains 
virtually  everything  you  may  want  to  know  about  the 
denomination;  Roger  Cohen’s  for  the  less  advanced 
collector,  concentrates  on  circulation  strike  varieties. 
A  recent  entry  is  The  Half  Cent  Die  State  Book  by 
Ronald  P.  Manley,  directed  at  the  advanced  student, 
however,  also  containing  valuable  information  for  the 
more  casual  variety  collector. 

1804  Breen-6,  Cohen-6.  Rarity-2.  Spiked  Chin.  VF- 
25.  Manley  State  9.0 . 295 

This  variety  is  among  most  fascinating  early  Ameri¬ 
can  coins,  owing  to  the  reverse  rim  breaks.  Some  ex¬ 
amples  are  known  only  with  light  die  cracks,  occasionally 
almost  imperceptible.  Others  are  known  with  half  of  the 
reverse  border  broken  away.  A  long  progression  of  inter¬ 
mediate  die  dates  arc  known  with  a  few  serious  students 
speciahzing  in  this  single  variety. 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Rarity-2.  Spiked  Chin.  F-15.  Manley 

State  11.0 .  135 

1804  B-11,  C-12.  Crosslet  4,  No  Stems.  VF-35 
(PCGS) . 295 

Beautiful  Mint  State  1806  Half  Cent 
1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6,  With  Stems.  MS-63  BN 

(PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful.  Ideal  fora  type  set 

or  speciahzed  cabinet .  1,995 

1809/6  B-5,  C-5.  9  in  date  over  earlier  inverted  9 
(“6”).  AU-55  (PCGS).  First  year  ofjohn  Reich’s 
so-caUed  Classic  Head  design  (which  had  been  used 
a  year  earUer  on  the  copper  cent) . 495 

John  Reich  joined  the  Mint  staffin  1807  and  imme¬ 
diately  went  to  work  preparing  new  coinage  designs, 
evenmally  revising  every  denomination.  A  few,  such  as 
the  half  dime  and  quarter  denominations,  were  not  pro-' 
duced  until  several  years  later.  All  other  denominations 
had  new  designs  introduced  between  1807  and  1809. 
The  order  ofnew  designs  gives  us  a  clue  as  to  importance 
of  each  denomination.  Half  dollars  and  half  eagles  had 
new  designs  prepared  in  1807,  cents  and  quarter  eagles  in 
1808,  and  half  cents  and  dimes  in  1809.  Quarters  were 


first  produced  with  the  new  design  in  1 8 1 5  and  half  dimes 
in  1829.  In  1834  Chief  Engraver  William  Kneass  bor¬ 
rowed  Reich’s  Classic  Head  for  use  on  the  new  series  of 
gold  quarter  eagles  and  half  eagles. 

1826  B-1,  C-1.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  An  extremely 
important  opportunity.  Mint  State  1826  half  cents 
are  very  scarce  despite  the  relatively  modest  price 
increase  over  a  common  date  of  this  type  in  similar 
grade .  1,095 

1826  B-1,  C-1.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Rich  brown 
surfaces . 775 

1826  B-1,  C-1.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  desirable  combi¬ 
nation  of  price  and  quality . 245 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lus¬ 
trous  brown  surfaces . 585 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  AU-50 .  125 

1833  B-1,  C-1.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS) . 649 

1833  B-1,  C-1.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 145 

1834  B-1,  C-1.  MS-62  BN  (NGC) . 289 

1835  B-1,  Ol.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous . 289 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  A  high  quality, 

affordable  specimen  of  this  popular  date . 245 

1853  B-1,  C-1.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown 

with  considerable  mint  red . 895 

1854  B-1,  C-1.  EF-45 . 95 

1855  B-1,  C-1.  AU-50 . 129 

For  many  years  at  Empire  Coin  Co..  Inc.,  the  writer 
and  James  F.  Ruddy  would  buy  each  and  every  “nice” 
Braided  Hair  half  cent  1849-1857  offered  to  us,  in  VF, 
EF,  or  AU  grade,  provided  that  the  price  enabled  a  profit 
to  be  made.  Sometimes  we  would  accumulate  a  half 
dozen  or  so  ofa  given  date,  but  they  would  soon  be  sold. 
And  so  it  is  today.  We  buy  such  pieces  when  we  can, 
never  gaining  much  of  an  inventory,  as  they  sell  quickly. 

T oday,  it  would  seem  that  putting  together  a  full  set 
of  circulation  strike  issues  of  the  Braided  Hair  half  cent 
would  be  a  fascinating  pursuit — one  for  you  to  give  a  try! 
Here  are  the  varieties  you  need,  none  of  them  being 
particularly  expensive:  1849  Large  Date,  1850,  1851, 
1853,  1854,  1855,  1856,  and  1857. 

1856  B-2,  c-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  As  a  date,  the  1856 

is  a  bit  scarcer  than  its  immediately  preceding  con¬ 
temporaries .  189 


LARGE  CENTS 


The  large  copper  cents  struck  from  1793  to  1857 
have  always  been  popular,  even  back  to  the  1860s  and 
before.  In  feet,  a  very  well-known  item  among  numis¬ 
matic  literature  collectors  is  the  first  “auction  cata¬ 
logue”  issued  by  dealer  Edward  Cogan,  listing  large 
cents  sold  by  him  at  sealed  bid  in  1 858.  More  research 
has  been  conducted  and  more  has  been  published 
about  large  cents  than  perhaps  any  other  denomina¬ 
tion  of  American  coin. 

A  wonderful  organization,  the  Early  American  Cop¬ 
pers  Club  (which  publishes  an  excellent  newsletter, 
Penny-Wise,  edited  by  Dr.  Harry  Salyards)  is  central  to 
this  interest  and  provides  comments  from  research 
findings  of  importance  to  casual  observations  of  late- 
night  gabfests  about  old  coppers. 

1798  Sheldon-166.  Second  Hair  style.  Large  8. 
VF-25.  (PCGS).  The  so-called  Whisker  Variety, 
from  a  tiny  hair-hke  die  defect  under  Miss  Liberty’s 
chin.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  this  popular  date  and 

variety .  1,195 

1803  S-249.  Corrected  Fraction,  1/100  over  1/ 
000.  VF-35  (PCGS).  A  nice  example  of  the  popu¬ 
lar  error  fraction  variety.  Deep  tan  and  brown  with 
plenty  of  eye  appeal  for  the  grade .  1,175 

Rare  1803  S-262  Cent  Variety 
Small  Date,  Small  Fraction 
1803  S-262.  Low  Rarity-4.  Small  Date,  Small 
Fraction.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A  very  elusive  die  vari¬ 
ety  in  any  grade;  especially  so  at  the  Very  Fine  level 
offered  here.  An  attractive  cent  you ’U  admire  again 
and  again  when  it  is  in  your  cabinet . 2,195 

Sharp  1814  Large  Cent 

1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  wonderful, 
sharply  struck  Classic  Head  large  cent  for  your  date 
or  type  collection.  Glossy  steel  brown  with  a  splash 

of  faded  mint  red  on  the  reverse . 3,995 

1816  Newcomb-2.  MS-64  BN.  Wonderful  eye 
appeal.  A  lovely  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  the 
Matron  Head  design — and  a  date  that  is  much 
scarcer  in  this  grade  than  are  the  1818  and  1820 
cents  (all  of  these  being  typically  from  the  Randall 
Hoard) . 850 

The  Randall  Hoard  consi.sted  of  a  keg  or  more  of 
mint  red  laige  cents  found  beneath  a  railway  platform  in 
Georgia  around  the  time  of  die  Civil  War.  The  pieces 
were  dated  1816  to  1820,  some  of  each  year,  but  mostly 
1818  and  1820.  The  number  of  pieces  was  never  re¬ 
corded,  but  was  in  the  thousands.  Y ears  later  these  passed 
into  the  hands  ofjohn  Swan  Randall,  a  Norwich,  N.Y. 
dry-goods  merchant,  who  passed  some  of  them  out  as 
souvenirs  and  trade  stimulators.  Most  of  the  coins  re¬ 
mained  undistributed  and  went  into  numismatic  chan¬ 
nels,  where  they  became  popular  articles  of  commerce  for 
many  years.  As  recendy  as  the  1 950s  it  was  not  unusual  to 
see  groups  ofa  few  dozen  Randall  Hoard  cents  together 
in  dealers’  stocks  or  collectors’  duplicates.  After  the  great 
growth  of  the  coin  market  in  the  1 960s  the  coins  were 
widely  dispersed,  and  today  it  is  unusual  to  see  even  two 
or  three  of  the  same  variety  at  the  same  time. 

1819  N-8.  SmaU  Date.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lus¬ 
trous  red  and  brown .  1,050 


1819  N-9.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Probably  a  RandaU 
Hoard  coin.  How  can  such  a  nice  coin  be  so  inex¬ 
pensive?  . 365 

1820/19  N-3.  Small  Date.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous 
brown  surfaces  with  hints  of  red.  Popular  overdate 
crossing  two  decades .  1,450 

Attractive  1823  Restrike  Cent 
1823  Restrike.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Brilhantinmost 
areas,  with  attractive  light  brown  toning.  A  very 
high  quality  specimen  of  this  fascinating  coin — a 
variety  bom  under  unrecorded  circumstances  in  the 
early  1860s,  and  which  furnished  the  subject  for  a 
talk  by  our  own  Mark  Borckardt  at  the  American 
Numismatic  Society’s  Coinage  of  the  Americas 
Conference  a  few  years  ago .  1 ,695 

There  are  a  few  hundred  1823  restrike  cents  in 
numismatic  hands — enough  that  just  about  any  moti¬ 
vated  buyer  can  own  one.  The  piece  offered  here  is  far 
above  average  in  quahty — reflective  of  the  effort  we 
expend  to  track  down  nice  coins. 

After  large  copper  cents  were  last  minted  in  1857, 
there  arose  a  popular  passion  for  collecting  them.  It  soon 
developed  that  of  all  of  the  later  dates,  the  era  1816-1857, 
the  1 823  was  by  far  the  hardest  to  find  (second  hardest  was 
1821,  but  at  a  distance).  An  old  1823  cent  die,  rusted  and 
cracked,  was  found,  possibly  in  the  hands  of  Joseph  J. 
Mickley,  the  Warner  family,  or  one  or  another  of  the 
Philadelphians  who  owned  old  dies — rescued  from  the 
Mint’s  practice  of  selling  such  items  as  “scrap  iron.” 
Apparently,  this  was  a  single  die — with  no  matching 
reverse.  However,  a  generally  similar  reverse  was  found, 
from  an  earlier-dated  cent  (as  later  students  of  die  varieties 
would  determine).  These  dies  were  mated,  and  restrikes 
were  made. 

With  the  prominent  obverse  die  crack,  raised  areas  of 
the  coin  from  rust  in  the  dies,  later  polish  marks,  etc.,  the 
1823  restrike  would  deceive  hardly  anyone.  In  rime, 
rather  than  being  a  substitute  for  an  1823  cent  in  a 
specialized  collection,  the  restrike  was  collected  as  such  in 
its  own  right.  For  many  years  the  1 823  restrike  has  had  its 
own  listing  in  the  Guide  Book,  and  virtually  all  numisma¬ 
tists  who  collect  cents  of  the  1820s  either  own  one  or 
hope  to  someday. 

1837  N-5.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Small  Letters.  AU-58. 

Attractive  deep  tan  with  a  touch  of  mahogany.  Very 
nice  for  the  grade . 435 

1838  N-4.  AU-58  (NGC) . 295 

1850  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Wonderful  surfaces.  349 

1855  N-4.  Upright  55.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Won¬ 
derful  eye  appeal .  1 ,295 


SMALL  CENTS 


Flying  Eagle  Cents 

Our  listing  begins  with  the  famous  1856  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  the  end  of  the  Flying  Eagle  series,  just  two 
years  later  in  1858.  Enjoy! 

Famous  1856  Flying  Eagle  Rarity 
1856  Flying  Eagle.  Proof-35  (PCGS).  A  lovely  coin 
with  wear  sustained  from  spending  a  decade  or  two 
in  circulation — quite  possibly  one  of  the  pieces  that 
was  distributed  to  congressmen,  newspaper  editors, 
and  others  of  influence.  A  coin  with  immense  nu¬ 
mismatic  significance  combined  with  great  eye  ap¬ 
peal  for  the  grade.  A find  when  we  bought  it,  and  a 
find  for  you  as  well . 5,895 

Quite  possibly  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  is  the 
single  most  famous  1 9th-century  American  coin  rarity  in 
a  popular  and  somewhat  attainable  sense  (the  storied 
1804  dollar  is  virtually  unobtainable,  and  fewer  than  a 
dozen  exist  outside  of  museums).  Most  1856  circulation 
strikes  in  existence  today  are  in  higher  circulated  grades 
from  VF  to  AU.  Mint  State  coins  typically  have  dull 
yellow-brown  surfaces.  Flashy,  lustrous,  blazing  Mint 
State  gems  are  virtually  unknown. 

Coins  restruck  for  collectors  were  made  with 
prooflike  (usually)  or  Proof  surfaces.  Wliether  prooflike 
pieces  should  be  called  Mint  State  or  whether  they  should 
be  designated  Proof  is  a  matter  of  opinion. 

Mintage  of  original  circulation  strikes  is  estimated  at 
about  1,000  coins  struck  to  inform  congressmen,  news¬ 
paper  editors,  and  others  of  the  design.  According  to 
documents  in  the  National  Archives  viewed  by  Walter 
Breen,  distribution  included  the  follo’wing: 

264  pieces  or  more  to  congressmen. 

200  to  Representative  S.D.  Campbell. 

102  to  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  James  Guthrie. 

62  to  senators. 

4  to  President  Franklin  Pierce. 

2  to  the  Mint  Cabinet. 

In  addition  to  the  above  634  coins,  additional  pieces 
were  given  to  dignitaries,  the  Mint  staff,  interested  nu¬ 
mismatists,  and  others.  Walter  Breen  posits  that  an  addi¬ 
tional  “several  hundred  were  held  in  stock  in  the  Mint  for 
later  distribution  to  coin  collectors,  or  to  trade  them  for 
Washington  medals  for  the  Mint  Cabinet.”  If  one  as¬ 
sumes  that  “several  hundred”  equates  to  at  least  300, 
these  figures  add  up  to  the  best  part  of  1 ,000  originals,  if 
not  even  more — a  figure  more  generous  than  usually 
given,  but  probably  reasonable.  In  fact,  in  view  of  the 
quantity  of  worn  specimens  in  existence  today — quite 
possibly  400  to  800  pieces  (including  some  restrikes  that 
were  spent) — a  case  could  be  made  for  the  original  mint¬ 
age  quantity  to  have  been  considerably  more  than  1 ,000. 

In  its  issue  of  February  7,  1857,  Harper's  Weekly 
inserted  an  illustration  of  an  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  and 
furnished  this  commentary,  in  part: 

“You  see  for  yourselves  the  patriotic  design — the 
wreath  entwined  with  the  vine  and  Indian  com  on  the 
one  side,  and  that  everlasting  American  eagle,  ‘spreading 
its  wings  and  soaring  aloft,’  on  the  other.  The  bird,  by- 
the-by,  has  rather  an  anserine  than  an  aquiline  look,  and 
is  said  to  be  the  same  as  once  was  set  loose  upon  golden 
wings  in  a  previous  issue  of  half  eagles,  but  having  been 
again  caged,  in  consequence  ofits  bam-yard  fowl  appear¬ 
ance,  is  now  to  be  turned  adrift  for  a  humbler  flight. ...” 
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The  account  went  on  to  surest  that  the  old  phrase, 
“Not  worth  a  red  cent,"  would  be  of  no  use  now  that 
copper  cents  were  to  be  replaced,  “for  the  new  cent  is  not 
red,  being  of  a  gray,  silvery  aspect.” 

The  Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser,  January  8,  1857, 
printed  this:  “The  New  Cent:  The  editor  of  the  Provi¬ 
dence,  K.l.Jourtial  has  been  permitted  to  see  one  of  the 
new  cents  just  struck  off  at  the  Mint.  He  describes  it  as  a 
little  larger  than  a  dime,  and  nearly  twice  as  thick.  On  one 
side  is  a  flying  eagle,  with  the  inscription  ‘United  States  of 
America,  1856,’  around  the  circle:  On  the  other  is  ‘One 
Cent’  within  a  wreath.  It  is  altogether  the  hattdsomest  coin 
of  so  low  a  denomination  that  we  have  ever  seen.” 

A  little  bit  of  historical  background  leading  to  the 
production  of  the  1 856  Flying  Eagle  cent. . . . 

Byjuly  11,1 856,  Mint  Directorjames  RossSnowden 
had  determined  that  an  alloy  of  88  parts  copper  and  12 
parts  nickel  would  “seem  to  pK>ssess  all  the  desirable 
characteristics  for  a  one-cent  piece.”  As  small-diameter 
1 856  Flying  Eagle  cent  dies  apparently  had  not  been  made 
yet,  “to  prevent  expense  and  delay  we  have  used  the  half- 
cent  dies”  (to  strike  pattern  impressions  ofthe  new  alloy). 

On  July  18,  1856,James  C.  Booth  ofthe  Mint  staff 
wrote  enthusiastically  concerning  the  advantages  of  the 
new  copper-nickel  alloy,  noting,  in  part: 

1 .  “It  is  made  of  metals  which  have  as  definite  a  value 
as  the  usual  articles  of  commerce,  and  the  supply  of  which 
is  unlimited.  They  are  copper  and  nickel.”  (Strange 
comment,  this,  for  the  then-standard  copper  “large”  cent 
fit  the  same  definition,  except  for  the  nickel  content.) 

2.  “It  is  sufficiently  soft  metal  to  receive  a  bold 
impression  in  coinage.”  (Almost  immediately  after  cop¬ 
per-nickel  was  adopted,  in  1857,  the  Mint  experienced 
extreme  difficulties  with  the  hardness  of  the  alloy.) 

3.  “It  was  [i/c]  a  distinctive  color,  and  cannot  be 
confounded  witli  the  metals  or  alloys  used  or  proposed 
for  coinage.” 

4.  “It  will  abrade  by  wear  less  than  copper,  gold,  or 
silver,  or  even  than  the  proposed  bronze  alloy.”  (Interest¬ 
ing  and  little-known  reference  to  bronze  alloy  being 
considered  at  that  time;  in  1863  when  it  was  re-consid¬ 
ered,  it  was  viewed  as  a  ttew  idea. 

5.  “It  will  change  color,  by  darkening  to  a  slight 
extent,  but  less  than  the  bronzed  [sic]  cent,  and  much  less 
than  copper.  It  will  alter  less  than  the  ordinary  silver  coin 
used  on  the  continent  ofEurope.” 

6.  “It  is  made  up  of  copper  and  nickel  in  such 
proportions  that  a  cent  piece  may  be  made  of  about  70 
grains  weight,  and  yet  the  seigniorage  on  their  manufac¬ 
ture  and  issue  will  not  be  exorbitant,  much  less,  in  fact, 
than  the  bronze  cent  proposed.  The  seigniorage  will  be 
ample  to  recall  the  old  Spanish  coin  fi'om  circulation.” 

7.  “The  peculiar  tone  of  color  will  render  it  difficult 
of  close  imitation.” 

Accordingly,  specimens  were  struck  in  1856  and 
1 857,  fi'om  1 856-dated  dies,  and  were  distributed  in  the 
manner  discussed  earlier.  This  event  coincided  with  the 
great  rise  in  coin  collecting  activity  in  America,  and  the 
Mint  found  it  worthwhile  to  make  restrikes  for  numis¬ 
matists,  the  restrikes  being  from  dies  with  Proof  finish — 
for  at  the  time  Proof  was  considered  to  be  a  better  finish 
than  the  fi-osty  Mint  State  finish.  T oday,  numismatists  are 
much  more  enlightened,  and  circulation  strikes  are  con¬ 
sidered  different  from  Proof  strikes,  often  with  different 
degrees  of  rarity,  and  are  collected  separately.  Regarding 
1856  Flying  Eagle  cents,  today  circulation  strikes  are  far 
rarer  than  Proofs. 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 
with  lustrous  golden  brown  surfaces.  After  striking 
a  supply  of  this  new  design,  the  Mint  released  them 


on  May  10,  1857 .  995 

1857  Doubled  Obverse.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 750 


MS-65  1858  L.L.  Flying  Eagle  Cent 
1858  Large  Letters.  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant  and 
attracrive.  Becoming  very  hard  to  find  in  gem  Mint 
State  such  as  here  offered . 3,995 

1858  Small  Letters.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  4,150 

Indian  Head  Cents 

Indian  Head  cents  have  long  been  a  popular  series, 
but  never  as  much  so  as  today.  The  market  has  changed 
over  the  years,  and  this  series  seems  to  have  “come  of 
age.”  Even  stiU,  there  are  many  excellent  opportuni¬ 
ties,  especially  when  searching  for  rare  varieties.  As 
always,  we  recommend  cherrypicking  for  quality.  We 
do  this  when  we  buy  for  stock  and  recommend  that 
you  do  the  same.  When  you  compare  price,  do  not 
forget  to  compare  quality  as  well.  Over  a  long  period 
of  time  many  collectors  with  a  penchant  for  quality 
have  found  our  coins  to  be  just  what  they  have  hoped 
for.  Our  current  listing  includes  numerous  lovely  Mint 
State  and  Proof  examples,  including  scarce  date  issues. 

To  our  way  of  thinking  there  are  many  excellent  val¬ 
ues  to  be  found  among  Mint  State  and  Proof  coins 
with  brown  and  red  and  brown  surfaces,  as  these  are 
often  priced  at  far  less  than  “red”  coins,  but  can  be 
nearly  as  beautiful. 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An  attrac¬ 

tive  circulation  strike  example  of  this  incredibly 
popular  issue.  First  year  of  the  Indian  Head  cent,  and 
the  only  year  with  laurel  wreath  reverse . 925 

What  kind  of  wreath  i.s  it?  Olive?  Laurel?  The  Mint 
was  not  quite  sure,  and  contemporary  records  have  it 
either  way. 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen  of 
this  “must  have”  type  coin . 925 

Famous  1859  Advertising  Cent 
Famous  1859  Indian  Head  cents  that  in  1859  were 
acquired  by  William  Bell,  jr.,  an  Erie,  Pennsylvania 
entrepreneur.  He  had  the  reverses  planed  down,  and 
in  the  blank  space  he  affixed  by  a  special  punch  the 
inscription:  FOR  ■  BARGAINS  /  IN  /DRY 
GOODS  /  GO  TO  /  W.  BELL'S  /  5  EXCHANGE 
!  ERIE  PA.  The  quantity  of  Ifeshly-minted  cents  he 
acquired  for  this  purpose  is  not  known,  but  a  guess 
might  be  501)  pieces — as  Indian  cents  w-ere  put  up 
in  bags  containing  such  a  number.  In  any  event,  the 
cents  were  placed  into  circulation,  where  tliey  seem 


to  have  served  their  purpose  by  drawing  patrons  to 
W.  Bell’s  Exchange.  Today,  the  typical  grade  seen 
for  such  tokens — when,  indeed,  they  are  seen  at 
all — is  apt  to  be  Fine,  with  the  obverse  slightly 
bulged  outward  fi-om  the  original  stamping  process 
(causing  the  LIBERTY  word  in  the  headdress  to 
wear  away).  Some  time  ago  Dave  Bowers  acquired 
a  small  group  of  these  coins  that  had  been  saved  over 
a  long  period  of  years  by  a  well-known  numismatist. 
The  purpose  was  to  study  them  carefully  to  see  if 
there  were  any  variations  in  the  style  of  punches. 
There  were  and  are  not.  All  are  the  same.  Now, 
Dave  has  kept  one  and  consigned  the  others — 
slightly  more  than  a  dozen  pieces — to  us.  Buy  one 
for . $149 

The  following  is  from  “The  Erie  Storecard,”  by 
William  Groom,  in  the  Fall  1 983  issue  of  the Journal  of the 
Civil  War  Token  Society: 

According  to  Nelson’s  Biographical  Dictionary,  Will¬ 
iam  Bell,  Jr.,  was  one  ofErie,  Pennsylvania’s  best  known 
and  most  highly  honored  citizens.  Bell  was  bom  on  April 
5,  1828,  in  Westfield,  New  York,  which  is  some  forty 
miles  east  of  Erie.  His  father  had  attained  the  rank  of 
colonel  during  the  War  of  1812,  and  one  grandfather  was 
a  captain  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Although  of  ripe  age 
during  the  Civil  War,  William  Bell,  Jr.,  chose  to  follow 
business  pursuits  and  remain  with  his  wife  and  three 
children  in  Erie. 

Mr.  Bell  apprenticed  in  his  father’s  mercantile  busi¬ 
ness  in  Westfield,  eventually  assuming  total  chaige  of  it. 
In  1 857,  he  relocated  to  Erie  near  the  lake  at  North  Park 
Row.  He  is  Usted  in  the  1 859-60  Erie  City  Directory  as 
a  Dry  Goods  Merchant  with  business  quarters  at  5  Park 
Row  (synonymous  with  5  Exchange).  Subsequently, 
Bell  is  hsted  in  the  1860-61  and  1861-62  Directories  at 
the  same  address.  In  1 862,  he  moved  his  business  quarters 
to  West  State  Street  in  Erie.  After  retiring  from  the 
mercantile  business  in  1 864,  Mr.  Bell  became  interested 
in  the  Marine  National  Bank,  successively  serving  as  a 
Director  and  Vice-President.  He  also  dabbled  in  real 
estate.  Interestingly,  the  1868-69  Erie  City  Directory 
lists  Irim  as  a  builder.  He  reportedly  supervised  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  Herald  Building. 

Bell  was  a  well  known  philanthropist  and  active  in 
Protestant  Church  affairs.  He  took  a  deep  interest  in  the 
Home  ofthe  Friendless  and  the  Erie  Charity  Society.  A 
proponent  of  educating  the  masses.  Bell  once  made  the 
city  an  offer,  at  his  own  expense,  an  industrial  training 
school,  if  only  the  city  would  furnish  the  teachers.  For 
apparent  political  reasons,  Mr.  Bell’s  magnanimous  offer 
was  declined.  Bell  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  having 
“an  inborn  distaste  of  political  notoriety”. 

T en  years  after  the  death  ofhis  first  wife,  William  Bell 
married  again  in  1885.  He  died  at  his  Erie  residence,  618 
Sassafras  Street,  onjuly  9, 1 890.  Little  did  he  suspect  that 
he  would  be  tliereafter  remembered  in  token  for  his 
storecard. 

As  evidenced  by  his  persistent  ads  in  the  Erie  Weekly 
Gazette,  mostly  1859-60,  Bell  was  a  staunch  believer  in 
advertising.  He  billed  himself  as  a  “whole.sale  and  retail 
dealer  in  drygoods,  carpetings,  oil  cloths,  SC.”  His  stock 
was  “purchased  for  cash  at  the  Importers’  and  Manufac¬ 
turers’  Auction  Sales,  and  sold  at  a  small  advance.”  The 
format  of  his  advertisements  saw  few  changes.  His  ads 
appealed  to  the  bargain  hunter  at  a  time  when  hard  cash 
was  becominga  scarce  commodity.  In  one  ad,  dated  April 
18, 1860,  Bell  equated  Iris  bargains  with  the  opportunity 
to  purchase  gold  dollars  at  ninety  cents.  On  December  6, 
1860,  he  offered  “even  money  from  suspended  banks 
(accepted)  at  par.”  Certainly  though.  Bell’s  storecard  was 
his  most  creative  advertising  promotion. 

1862  MS-65  (PCGS).  Great  eye  appeal . 845 

1863  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1863  MS-63 .  155 

1864  Bronze.  Snow-1 .  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Date  lightly 

repunched  to  left.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 350 

1865  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown .  195 

1866  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 420 

1866  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown . 425 

1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown. 

Seldom-seen  gem  quality,  a  coin  for  the  connois¬ 
seur . 975 

1867  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  975 

1870  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  795 

1870  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 575 

Gem  1871  Cent 

1871  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  on  the  high 

points,  satiny  red  in  the  protected  areas.  A  touch  of 
pale  violet  increases  the  overall  appeal.  A  pleasing  gem 
specimen  of  an  important  date,  one  which  has  played 
second  fiddle  publicity-wise  to  the  1872,  but  which 
is  in  the  same  league  of  rarity .  1 ,595 

1871  MS-63  BN.  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  very  nice 

specimen  of  one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  Indian  cent 
series.  Lovely! . 695 

Gem  1872  Cent  Rarity 

1872  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  devices 

display  generous  amounts  of  red  in  the  protected 
areas.  Sharply  struck  with  full  reverse  shield  details. 
A  key  date,  always  in  demand,  especially  at  the  gem 
level  as  offered  here .  1,850 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-65  RB  (NGC) . 575 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown 

with  the  attractive  woodgrain  toning  sometimes 
seen  on  cents  of  this  era.  Lucky  you!  . 695 

1874  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Beautiful  red  and  brown 

surfaces;  a  visual  delight . 875 

1875  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  835 

1875  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 635 

1876  MS-65  RB  (N(  IC).  Lustnrus  rxI  and  brown.  1 ,195 

Memorable  Quality  EF  1877  Cent 

1877  EF-40  (PCGS).  Medium  brown  and  free  of 

major  marks.  Memorable  quality  at  this  grade  level. 
Talk  ihout  opportunity! .  1,495" 

1877  VG-10  (NGC).  Medium  brown  surfaces.  895 

1877  G-6  (PCGS).  A  very  nice  example .  525 

1883  MS-65  BN.  Lustrous  brenvn .  129 


1884  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Mosdy  red.  A 
beautiful  specimen .  1,095 

A  litde  bit  of opinion:  Proof  coins  with  red  and  hroum 
surfaces  offer  a  tremendous  value  in  rebtion  to  full  red 
pieces.  This  is  because  investors  and  readers  of  “popubr” 
writings  have  been  led  to  beheve  that  “brilliant  is  best,” 
when,  in  fact,  attractive  toning  often  enhances  the  ap¬ 
pearance  and,  in  the  silver  series,  the  market  value  of  many 
coins. 

1888  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.299 


1888  MS-64  BN .  175 

1888  MS-63  BN  (ANACS).  Lustrous  brown.  .  129 

1891  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 399 

1903AU-50 .  19 

1904  AU-55 . 22 

1905  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 

surfaces . 205 

1906  MS-65  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown .  145 

1907  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 49 

1907  Mint  Error.  Struck  5%  off  center.  F-12 

(PCGS) . 225 

1908-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 395 


From  the  1909  Mint  Report:  “The  manufacture  of 
United  States  minor  coin  was  instituted  at  this  mint 
during  the  year,  and  on  November  27,  1908,  the  first 
one-cent  pieces  ever  made  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
were  delivered  by  the  coiner  to  the  superintendent.  The 
bronze  coins  manufactured  at  this  mint  during  the  year 
were  made  on  the  silver  presses.  Two  new  presses  for 
bronze  coining  are  now  being  installed  to  handle  this  ebss 
of  work.” 

1909  Indian.  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant .  149 

1909-S  Indian.  F-12  (PCGS).  A  nice  “middle  grade” 
specimen  of  this  American  classic;  high  grade 
enough  to  show  most  details,  low  grade  enough  to 
cost  only . 525 

Lincoln  Cents 

For  many  numismatists,  Lincoln  cents  are  the  first 
series  collected,  especially  amongyoung  collectors.  For 
some,  this  beginning  turns  into  a  serious  specialty,  for 
others,  the  Lincoln  cent  collection  is  replaced  by  other 
interests.  For  those  in  the  former  category,  we  have 
several  scarce  high-quality  coins  in  stock,  and  are  al¬ 
ways  looking  for  more  nice  examples.  For  those  in  the 
latter  category,  take  a  look  at  a  couple  of  the  popular 
key-dates,  such  as  the  1909-S  V.D.B.  or  1955 
Doubled  Die.  Never  collected  this  series  before?  Dis¬ 
cover  many  less  expensive  coins  to  start  out. 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  Brilhant.  ...  115 
1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red 

and  brown .  1,795 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red 

and  brown .  1,295 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  RB  (ANACS).  Lustrous  red 

and  brown .  1,025 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-35  (PCGS) . 695 

1909-S  V.D.B.  ’VF-30  (ANACS) . 635 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-30  (NGC) . 635 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-30  (PCGS) . 635 

1909- S  V.D.B.  'VF-25 . 615 

1910- S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  BriUiant  red . 345 

1911- D  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant  red . 495 

1912  Proof  64  BN  (ANACS).  Lustrous  brown.  239 

1912- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,295 

1913- S  MS-64  FLB  (NGC).  BriUiant . 299 

Gem  1914-D  Cent 

1914- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  lovely  specimen.  Of 

all  Lincoln  cent  mintmark  varieties,  the  1914-D  is 
the  most  desired.  The  1909-S  V.D.B.  has  a  lower 
mintage,  but  specimens  were  saved  in  fair  numbers 
due  to  the  novelty  of  the  design.  By  1 9 1 4,  the  nov¬ 
elty  had  passed,  and  coins  of  the  1914-D  variety 
slipped  unnoticed  into  general  circulation.  Today, 
probably  only  a  few  hundred  specimens  exist 
equivalent  to  the  coin  we  offer  here.  When  you 
consider  that  miUions  of  people  just  love  Lincoln 
cents,  it  is  evident  that,  indeed,  here  is  an  opportu¬ 
nity!  . 6,695 

Lovely  1914-D  Cent  Rarity 
1914-D  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Very  nicely  struck  with 
hints  of  red  in  the  protected  areas.  In  Mint  State  this 
is  the  Lincoln  cent  of  the  era — far  rarer  in  this  pres¬ 
ervation  than  any  of  its  contemporaries.  It  is  not 
often  that  we  have  such  a  lovely,  high-grade  ex¬ 
ample  for  sale.  This  choice  piece  will  be  just  right 


in  an  advanced  cabinet . 3,295 

1916-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous . 495 

1920  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red .  139 

1922  No  D.  VG-8  (ANACS) . 465 

1923-S  MS-63  BN  (PCGS). Lustrous  brown.  One  of 
tile  scarcer  Lincoln  cents  of  the  decade,  but  an  is¬ 
sue  that  is  highly  affordable  in  Mint  State  . 295 

1927  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilhant  red .  129 

1925-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous . 595 

1929  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  BriUiant .  149 

1930  MS-66.  PD.  Lustrous  red . 89 

1930  MS-66  PD  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 89 

1931  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilhant  red . 225 

1934  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 59 

1935  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 65 

1936  Type  II.  Proof-65  RD  (NGC).  A  lovely  e.\- 

ample  of  this  difficult  piece  to  find . 1,295 

1936  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilhant.  . 49 

1937  MS-66  lU)  (PCGsi  BriUiant . 39 

19.37- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 49 

19.38  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1.39 

1938  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 45 

19.38- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1939  Proof  66  RD  (PCGS).  Bnlhant  red .  159 


1939  Proof  65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilhant  red . 89 

1939  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  119 

1939  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 39 

1939-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1940  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 72 

1942  Proof  64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilhant  red . 39 

1942- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilhant  red . 39 

1943  Steel.  MS-67  (NGC) . 79 

1943- D  Steel.  MS-67  (PCGS) . 99 

1954-D  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 69 

Rare  1955  Doubled  Die  Cent 
1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
brown .  1,450 


In  1964  Dave  Bowers’  first  book  was  published, 
Coirts  and  Collectors.  Since  that  time  it  has  gone  through 
multiple  printings  and  has  sold  at  least  tens  of  thousands  of 
copies  through  our  own  efforts,  perhaps  even  over  a 
hundred  thousand  (we  don’t  know,  as  for  a  fow  years 
Crown  Publishers  put  out  its  own  edition  of  this  cbssic 
and  sold  it  everywhere,  but  we  don’t  recall  how  many  they 
printed). 

One  of  the  stories  had  to  do  with  the  1955  Doubled 
Die  cent,  and  we  reprint  it  herewith; 

Yes,  coins  are  where  you  find  them...  and  that’s 
sometimes  in  circulation.  One  day  in  1955  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  a  coinage  die  was  being  prepared  for  a  hub. 
In  the  course  of  impressing  the  working  die  with  the  hub 
die  several  times,  a  slight  misalignment  occurred.  The 
result  was  a  1955  cent  die  with  the  letters  and  numbers  on 
the  front  of  the  coin  all  being  doubled.  Instead  of reading 
“IN  GOD  WE  TRUST,”  the  Amous  1 955  Doubled  l>ie 
(as  they  came  to  be  known)  reads  “IINN  GGOC1DD 
WWEE  TTRRUUSSTT.” 

On  that  particular  day  several  presses  were  coining 
cents,  dumping  the  coins  into  a  box  where  they  were  tlien 
collected  and  mixed  with  the  cents  from  other  coining 
presses.  Late  in  the  afternoon  a  mint  inspector  noticed  the 
bizarre  doubled  cents  and  removed  the  offending  die.  By 
that  time  somewhat  over  40,000  cents  had  been  pro¬ 
duced,  about  24,000  of  which  had  been  mixed  with 
normal  cents  from  other  presses.  The  decision  was  made 
to  destroy  the  cents  still  in  the  box  and  to  release  into 
circulation  the  24,000  or  so  pieces  which  were  mixed 
with  other  cents.  This  momentous  decision  was  to  have 
an  untold  efiect  on  numismatics.  The  coins  which  were 
nonchalantly  released  into  circulation  subsequently  at¬ 
tained  a  value  of  several  hundred  dollars  each! 

These  Doubled  Die  1 955  cents  were  first  noticed  by 
collectors  later  in  the  same  year  when  they  began  showing 
up  in  upstate  New  York  and  in  Massachusetts,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  Boston  area.  A  friend  who  operated  a  coin 
store  recalls  being  offered  these  freaks  fora  quarter  apiece. 
Fearful  of  accumulating  too  large  a  quantity,  he  stopped 
buying  them  when  he  had  a  dozen  or  so  on  hand!  While 
this  may  seem  remarkable  in  today’s  market  of  high 
values,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  in  1 955  oddities  were 
not  widely  collected  and  freaks  were  often  sold  for  less 
than  a  normal  coin .  N ews  articles  in  the  various  collecting 
publications  began  to  whet  collectors’  interest.  The  price 
climbed  to  SI. 00  per  coin  and  then  to  $2.00,  and  it 
seemed  that  everyone  wanted  one. 

In  1958  an  Empire  Coin  Company  advertisement 
offering  Uncirculated  1 955  Doubled  Die  cents  for  S7.50 
each  brought  in  dozens  of  orders...  Ar  more  orders  than 
we  had  coins  on  hand.  The  demand  was  on!  During 
ensuingyears  the  price  chmbed  to  S20.(K),  $40.00,  S95.(K), 
S 1 50.00  and  on  past  S200.00.  The  visitor  toa  Boston  coin 
shop  would  see  an  enlarged  photograph  ofa  1 955  double 
die  cent  in  the  window  with  the  current  buyang  price 
posted  nearby.  Hundreds  of  people  in  the  Nc-w  York- 
Massacliusetts  area  looked  through  their  ptx;ket  change 
and  suddenly  found  themselves  many  dollars  richer.  One 
man  in  Greene,  New  York  found  1 7  specimens!  A  nun  in 
a  convent  near  Boston  found  one  coin,  sold  it  frjr  $20.00, 
and  then  found  another.  In  this  way  several  thousand 
1955  Doubled  Die  cents  have  turned  up  over  die  years. 
1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous 


brown . 949 

1956  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1960  Small  Date.  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS) . 35 

1960  Small  Date.  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 25 


1962  Proof-65  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  39 

1963  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  185 

1964  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  195 
1972  Doubled  Die.  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant. 775 
1995  Doubled  Die.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  39 

1 998  Mint  Error.  Deep  Capped  Die  Strike.  MS-66 

RD  (PCGS) . 450 

1999  Mint  Error.  Matched  Set  Coin  #1.  MS-66  BD 

(PCGS) . 295 

1999  Mint  Error.  Matched  Set  Coin  #2.  MS-66  RD 
(PCGS) . 295 


TWO-CENT  PIECES 


We  offer  several  interesting  and  desirable  two-cent 
pieces — a  short  lived  series  that  has  the  advantage  that 
wliile  some  varieties  are  scarce,  none  are  “impossible.” 
This  listing  will  give  you  a  good  start — or  will  add 
nicely  to  a  collection  already  in  progress. 

1865  MS-65  RB.  Ideal  for  the  type  collector. ..  525 


1865  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  some  mint 

red  visible .  195 

1866  Proof  64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous . 575 

1866  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Some  original  mint  red  is 

visible.  A  very  nice  coin . 235 


Gem  Proof  1868  Two-Cents 

1868  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  of 

this  issue.  Very'  rare  at  the  gem  full  red  level!  In  fact, 
we  would  be  lucky  to  liave  one  of  these  per  year  in 
our  inventory . . 2,295 

1869  Proof  65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 

almost  full  red . 875 
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1871  MS-60  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown. 
Scarce  so  fine.  A  “lot  of  coin  for  the  money.”  239 

1871  AU-50(PCGS) .  159 

1872  Proof-65  BN  (NGC).  Lots  of  red  evident  on 

this  rare  date  coin . 995 

1872  AU-58.  Lovely  medium  brown  surfaces.  A 
lovely  specimen  of  the  last  circulation  strike  year  in 
the  two-cent  series.  A  key  date  in  all  grades.  .  835 


NICKEL  THREE-CENT 
PIECES 


This  specialty  comprises  a  short  and  sweet  series, 
from  1865-1889,  including  several  scarce  and  rare  is¬ 
sues,  however,  very  easy  to  complete.  There  are  no 
“impossible”  rarities,  coins  which  are  out  of  reach  of 
the  average  collector.  In  fact,  depending  on  condition, 
the  entire  set  can  be  completed  easily  by  the  numis¬ 
matist  with  a  modest  budget.  As  you  scan  the  follow¬ 
ing  offerings,  remember,  you’ll  appreciate  our  quality 
and  value. 

1865  AU-58  (PCGS) . 89 

1869  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

As  a  general  rule.  Proofs  of  the  1860s  and  early  1870s 
are  at  least  twice  as  rare  as  those  of  the  decade  of  the 
1880s. 

1871  Proof-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 495 

1874  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1878  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  of  this 

proof  only  date .  1,295 

1879  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur&ces.  1 ,395 

Superb  Gem  1879  Three  Cents 
1879  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  exceptionally 
high  grade  specimen  of  this  popular  low-mintage 

date .  1,695 

1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 915 

1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilhant . 259 

1881  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  195 

1882  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  blazing  cameo  with  great 

eye  appeal.  Exceptionally  high-grade! .  1 ,450 

1882  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  hght  yellow  and 

baby  blue  toning . 595 

1883  Proof-66  (PCGS).  champagne  surfrces . 1,050 

1884  Proof-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 595 

1886  Proof-67  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  One  of  the  Proof- 

only  issues  in  the  series;  no  related  circulation  strikes 
were  made.  Always  popular.  Exceptionally  high 

grade .  1,450 

1889  Proof-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 925 

1889  Proof-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 329 


SILVER  THREE-CENT 
PIECES 


SUver  three-cent  pieces,  sometimes  caUed  trimes,  are 
another  series  in  which  completion  is  a  reaUty  for  the 


serious  coUector. 

1853  MS-65  (NGC)  BriUiant .  1,095 

1856  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 435 


Notable  1858  Trime 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant.  A  very  attractive 
specimen  of  the  last  year  of  the  Type  II  silver  three- 


cent  piece.  Not  at  aU  easy  to  find  in  Mint  State,  es- 

peciaUy  at  this  level .  1,495 

1861  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  One  of  the  more 
avaUable  trime  dates  of  this  era.  Ideal  for  inclusion 
in  a  type  set  to  illustrate  the  Type  III  1859-1873 

motif  .  1,050 

1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  lustrous . 459 

1863  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant.  A  rarity  at  this  grade 
level;  just  21 ,000  circulation  strikes  were  produced. 
Graded  MS-63,  but  apply  the  MS-64  grade  and  few 
would  contest  it;  in  other  words,  this  is  a  very  nice 

MS-63 .  945 

1867  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Lovely  hght  iridescent  sur¬ 
faces . 2,395 

1870  Proof-62  (PCGS) . 379 


NICKEL  FIVE-CENT 
PIECES 


Shield  Nickels 

Shield  nickels  are  the  first  coins  of  the  denomination 
struck  in  nickel  aUoy,  introduced  during  the  continu¬ 
ing  shortage  of  smaU  denomination  sUver  coins,  when 
citizens  were  forced  to  use  Fractional  Currency  notes, 
which  soon  became  tattered  and  tom.  First  introduced 
in  1866,  this  denomination  and  composition  has  been 
an  important  part  of  our  circulating  coinage  ever  since. 

1870  Proof-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 575 

1872  Proof-65  (NGC).  BriUiant  and  beautiful.  825 
1872  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant.  At  this  level  a  Mint 

State  coin  is  rarer  than  a  Proof . 595 

1872  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  Avery  pleasing  speci¬ 
men . 595 

1872  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 275 

1874  Proof-64.  Flashy  lustre  with  hght  champagne 
surfaces.  Fligh-quaUty  Shield  nickels  are  scarcer  than 
generaUy  appreciated.  It  takes  a  lot  oflooking  for  us 
to  find  nice  ones . 575 

1874  Proof-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant,very  attractive.  575 

Elusive  Gem  Proof  1875  Shield  50 

1875  Proof-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  Incredibly  reflec¬ 

tive  fields  and  Ughtly  frosted  motifs.  A  tmly  notable 
specimen  of  this  elusive  date .  1,950 

1875  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  1875  is  much  scarcer  over- 
aU  in  Mint  State  than  in  Proof  format.  A find  for  the 

speciahst . 595 

1878  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  This 

is  a  proof  only  date .  1,195 

1878  Proof  62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 629 

1879/8  Proof-66  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,195 

1880  Proof-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 975 

1881  Proof-66  (NGC).  BriUiant.  While  Proofs  are 
not  rare  perse,  the  date  1881  is  a  key  to  the  series,  as 
the  circulation  strike  production  was  smaU.  ..975 

1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  BrUhant.  Ever-popular low- 

mintage  date . 975 

1881  Proof-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  This  is  one  of  the 

most  popular  of  aU  dates  of  the  type . 725 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  Ten  to  20  times  rarer 
than  an  equivalent  Proof!  Another  specimen  of  a 
date  remarkable  for  its  low  circulation  strike  mint¬ 
age,  one  of  the  lowest  of  the  five-cent  denomina¬ 
tion . 995 

1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  briUiant  with  just  a 
whisper  of  hght  golden  toning . 625 


1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  This  would  look 
just  great  in  your  coUection.  Quahty  such  as  this  is 


elusive . 995 

1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 595 

1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 535 

1883  Shield.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 385 


Superb  Gem  1883  Shield  50 
1883  Shield.  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  A  satiny  gem  of  exquisite  overaU  eye  appeal. 
Sharply  struck  from  hghdy  shattered  dies;  both  sides 
exliibit  strong  die  cracks  in  various  locations.  From 


the  final  year  of  the  design  type .  1,450 

1883  Shield.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 975 


Liberty  Head  Nickels 

Liberty  nickels  have  recently  gained  widely  in  popu¬ 
larity.  The  series  starts  out  with  the  historic  1883  is¬ 
sue  without  CENTS,  and  continues  tlirough  1912.  A 
final  issue,  dated  1913,  is  outside  the  normal  scope  of 
coUecting  interest  due  to  its  legendary  rarity  and  un¬ 
availability,  although  every  coUector  of  this  series 
would  be  pleased  to  own  one.  By  date  from  1883 
through  1912,  the  series  is  readily  collectible,  with 
only  1885, 1886,  and  1912-S  being  somewhat  elusive. 
Of  course,  high-quality  pieces  are  not  easy  to  find  for 
any  date  (we  do  the  work  for  you  and  find  them!). 

Our  Usting  comprises  many  different  dates  in  the  se¬ 
ries.  Pick  the  ones  that  interest  you  the  most. 

1883  Liberty  Head.  No  CENTS.  MS-66  (NGC). 

BriUiant  and  lustrous . 875 

1883  Liberty  Head.  No  CENTS.  MS-66  (PCGS). 
Light  golden  sur&ces.  Super  gem  quaUty  such  as  this 
is  not  easy  to  find . 875 

1883  Liberty  Head.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

BriUiant.  A  nice  example  of  this  famous  coin,  a  rela¬ 
tively  plentiful  issue  (but  not  necessarily  in  MS-65 
grade)  that  in  the  1880s  was  the  sensation  of  the 
news  media.  PubUcity  concerning  this  “error”  (no 
CENTS)  attracted  many  people  to  the  numismatic 
hobby . 235 

1884  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  595 

1886  VF-20  (ANACS).  Rare!  Nice  eye  appeal.  245 
1889  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lovely  Hght  golden  irides¬ 
cence . 595 

1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning .  595 

1890  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,050 

1891  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant . 239 

1892  Proof-65  (PCGS).  BeautifuUy  toned  in  Ught 

shades  of  gold . 595 

1893  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  A 

lovely  coin  for  your  type  coUection . 575 

1894  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant .  935 

1899  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning . 595 

1900  Proof-65  (PCGS)  Lustrous  Ught  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 695 

1900  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 595 

1901  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  595 

1901  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 535 

1903  Proof  66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 995 

1903  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne . 595 

1904  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfrces . 69 

1905  Proof-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 295 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant  satiny  surfaces. .  225 

1906  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Light  champagne . 995 

1908  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne . 575 

Memorable  Gem  Proof  1909 

1909  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces. 
Way,  way  at  the  high  end  of  the  grading  scale — and 


a  memorable  specimen  as  such! .  1,795 

1909  Proof-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 295 

1909  MS-65  (NGC).  Blazing  lustre . 695 

1911  Proof-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  Much  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  obtain  than  generaUy  reaUzed . 695 


Buffalo  Nickels 

“Headquarters  for  Choice  Buffalo  Nickels.”  We 
could  put  up  a  sign  saying  this,  as  the  series  is  one  of 
our  favorites.  For  many  years,  we  have  made  a  specialty 
of  these  coins.  We  invite  you  to  “discover”  our  inven¬ 
tory  and  tap  it  as  a  source  to  build  your  personal  col¬ 
lection. 

We  expend  much  effort  to  acquire  truly  choke  pieces. 
Numerical  grading  and  certification  is  only  one  part  of 
the  equation.  Combining  this  with  choice  quality 
makes  the  search  chaUenging.  However,  we  are  up  to 
the  chaUenge,  looking  through  hundreds  of  pieces  to 
find  those  few  that  are  just  right.  And  you  are  the  ben¬ 
eficiary. 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-67  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and 

in  extraordinarily  high  grade . 835 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant.245 
1913  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  129 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  69 

1914  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur&ces.  1,595 
1914  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  gold  surfaces. ..  595 
1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning. 


Somewhat  scarce  so  fine!  . 350 

1914  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 59 


Wonderful  Quality  1914-D  Nickel 
1914-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  gem 
with  a  trace  of  pale  golden  toning.  Nicely  struck  and 
aesthetically  appealing.  An  important  branch  mint 


issue  when  found  so  fine .  1 ,625 

1914-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 215 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 295 


ThIs&That 

IN  THE  MORNING’S  MAIL  came  two  in^taaons:  The  first  invited  me  to  learn  how 
profit  by  getting  into  the  mail  order  business,  and  the  second  suggested  that  your  editor 
would  do  well  to  become  a  member  of  the  Academy  of  American  Poets.  However,  no 
response  was  given,  as  one  pursuit  was  first  started  in  1 9S3,  and  the  other  probably  never 
will  be. 

#  ♦  •  '  , 

INCREASING  OPPORTUNITY?  We  recently  read  that  apartments,  even  upscale 
ones,  are  getting  smaller  and  smaller  in  New  York  City.  According  to  an  article  by  Asra 
Nomani  in  the  Wall  Street  Journal,  a  New  York  red  estate  firm  specializing  in  high-quality 
apartments,  the  Corcoran  Group  reports  “the  average  size  apartment  it  sold  to  married 
couples  dropped  about  12%  in  the  past  five  years  to  1,348  square  feet  last  year.”  The 
situation  is  even  closer  or  more  compact  in  San  Francisco,  where  the  average  rent  is  $1 ,466 
for  an  SOO-square-foot  apartment,  “roughfy  the  size  of  five  pariting  spaces.” 

Editorial  comment  Obviously,  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  collectwooden  boats  and 
antique  cars,  however,  for  the  moment  collecting  double  eagles  and  silver  dollars  seems  to  be 
okay— there  Is  still  enough  room.  If  things  get  tighter  perhaps  emphasis  will  have  to  be  on  half 
dimes,  silver  three<ent  pieces,  and  gold  dollars! 

•  •  • 

COMIC  RELIEF:  In  a  recent  column  by  Dave  Barry  in  the  International  Tribune  he 
related  the  true  story  in  which;  “The  crew  of  a  Russian  military  cargo  jet  had  stolen  some 
cows  in  Siberia  and  were  flying  them  home  when  the  cows  became  upset,  perhaps  because 
there  was  no  in-flight  movie.  The  cows  stampeded,  and  the  crew,  fearing  the  plane  would 
crash,  opened  the  cargo  door  and  let  the  cows  run  out  of  the  plane  at  an  altitude  of  30,000 
feet.”  One  of  these  allegedly  struck  a  Japanese  fishing  boat,  which  sank.  Barry,  an  astute 
observer  of  the  world  around  him,  went  on  to  note  that  somewhat  related  is  the  still 
unexplained  mystery  of  tomatoes  raining  down  from  the  sky  in  Calvert  County,  Maryland, 
last  August. 


1915-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,150 

1917  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 795 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  189 

1917  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  119 

1917-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  A  scarce  issue,  es- 

peciaUy  in  this  grade . 985 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous . 719 

1917- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 425 

Rare  1918/7-D  Overdate  Nickel 
1918/7-D.  VF-35  (NGC).  Attractive  Ught  surfaces. 
A  very  pleasing  specimen  of  this  famous  overdate 

rarity.  You’U  hke  the  quahty . 2,950 

1918/7-D  F-15  (PCGS) .  1,495 

1918/7-D  G-4  (PCGS).  An  affordable  specimen  of 
this  Buffalo  nickel  classic.  Overdate  feature  clear  and 
unequivocal .  435 

1918  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  An  especiaUy  beau- 
tifiil  specimen  from  a  fine  old-time  coUection.  Prob¬ 
ably  acquired  at  or  near  the  time  of  issue. ...  1,450 

1918- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray.  Some 
striking  weakness  is  present  at  the  centers,  typical  for  the 
date.  A  scarce  and  popular  branch  mint  issue.  ..  1 ,350 

1919  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 875 

1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 750 

1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  surfaces.  750 

1921  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  Not  a  rarity,  but  so 

nice  to  own . 635 

1921  MS-62  (PCGS).  BrilUant .  199 

Attractive  1923-S  Buffalo  Nickel 
1923-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of 
golden  toning.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  one  of 


the  more  elusive  issues  in  the  series .  1,495 

1923-S  EF-40  (PCGS) . 279 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 495 


Important  1925-S  Nickel 
1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale  golden  gray 
with  a  touch  of  rose.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date;  not 
quite  sharp,  but  nearly  foU  design  detaU  is  found  in  the 
areas  that  matter.  A  very  nice  example  at  the  MS-63 
level  of  this  important  San  Francisco  variety.  1,795 


1926  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant .  195 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned .  195 

1926- SVF-30(NGC) . 379 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 245 

1927- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  Very  elusive  at  this 

grade  level . 685 

1928  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 265 

1928- D  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  179 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  635 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  Quite  scarce  in  this 

choice  preservation .  635 


,  Gem  1929-D  Nickel 

1929-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  condition  rarity. 
Very  elusive  in  gem  Mint  State  .  1 ,695 

1929- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 395 

1930  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 479 

1930  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 65 

1930- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 539 

1931- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Wonderful  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  Popular  low-mintage  variety . 765 

1931-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  iridescent  sur¬ 
faces . 235 

1934  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 95 

1934- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  lovely 

gold  and  rose  toning  on  matte-hke  surfaces.  Some 
hghtness  of  strike  is  noted  on  the  reverse,  not  un¬ 
usual  for  this  particular  Denver  Mint  product.  If  you 
hke  your  Buffalo  nickels  attractively  toned  this  one 
is  for  you .  1,295 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  105 

1935- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 435 

1935- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  129 

1936  Type  I.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Light  gold  periph¬ 
eral  toning .  1 ,650 

1936  Type  I  Proof  67  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,650 

1936  Type  I.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  First  regular  Proof 
in  the  series  since  1916.  Quite  rare  and  exceedingly 

popular .  1,050 

1936  Type  H.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilhant. .  3,250 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  125 

1936- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  125 

1936- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  189 

1937  Proof-67  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,250 

1937  Proof-67  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  ExceptionaUy  high 

grade!  Mirror  surfeces . 1,250 

1937  Proof-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 895 

1937  MS-67  (NGC).  BriUiant . 245 

1937  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 59 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 65 

1937- D  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant .  125 

1937-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  125 

1937-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  125 

1937-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 75 

1937-D  3-Legged  “error”.  MS-62  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
hant .  1,750 

1937-D  3-Legged  “error.”  AU-53  (NGC).  Not 
easy  to  find  at  aU,  especiaUy  at  the  AU  level.  .  750 

1937-D  3-Legged  “error.”  EF-45 .  525 

1937-D  3-Legged  “error.”  EF-45  (NGC). ..  525 

1937-D  3-Legged,  “error.”  VF-35  (PCGS) . 419 

1937-D  3-Legged  “error.”  VF-20  (NGC) . 349 

1937- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  139 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-67  (NGC).  Wonderful  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces.  Outstanding  type  coin .  179 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-67  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  179 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  hght 
golden  surfaces . 49 
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1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice 


Buffalo  nickel  for  your  “type”  set . 49 

1938-D/S  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 335 


1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
beautiful.  Fascinating  D/S  feature  bold.  A  great 
specimen  of  this  famous  coin.  Wlien  this  was  first 
discovered  in  the  early  1960s,  QDB  verified  it  and 
wrote  the  announcement  for  the  front  page  of  Coin 
World .  335 

1938- D/S  Buffalo.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  ...  225 

Jefferson  Nickels 

Thomasjefferson  has  been  back  in  the  news  lately — 
on  the  academic  side  with  the  publication  of  his  pa¬ 
pers  an  ongoing  process  and  on  the  social  and  human 
side  with  his  family  connection  with  his  slave,  Sally 
Hemings.  Jefferson  was  one  of  the  true  “greats”  in 
American  financial  history,  and  much  of  the  success 
of  the  American  system,  the  early  Mint,  etc.,  can  be 
laid  at  his  doorstep — along,  of  course,  with  credit  to 
Alexander  Hamilton. 

Time  was  when  just  about  everyone  collected 
Jefferson  nickels — it  was  de  rigeur.  In  the  forefront  were 
the  key  issues  including  the  1939-S,  1942-D,  and  the 
fascinating  1950-D,  the  latter  being  the  linchpin  for 
the  great  coin  investment  boom  of  1960-1964. 

Today,  Jefferson  nickels  are  in  the  backwater  of  nu¬ 
mismatics.  However,  they  are  as  interesting  to  collect 
as  ever. 

1939- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  key  issue  in  the 
series;  once  famous,  now  in  the  shadow  of  many 
better-publicized  coins,  but  still  among  the  more 


elusive  in  the  Jefferson  series . 69 

1940-D  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 29 

1942- P  Type  II.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  159 

1943- D  MS-66  Full  Steps  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 35 

1943-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilhant . 49 

1943-S  MS-66  Full  Steps.  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1945-D  MS-67  (NGC).  Most  steps  defined . 39 

1945-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1949-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  sur&ces. ..  39 

1951  Proof-68  (NGC).  Brilliant .  179 

1979S  Closed  S.  Ultra  Cameo.  Proof-69  (NGC). 

Great  eye  appeal .  15 

1995  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS) .  189 


HALF  DIMES 


Half  dimes  are  an  fascinating  series,  and  one  that  is 
challenging  to  collect  if  you  use  a  magnifying  glass. 
These  pieces  are  quite  small,  so  they  cannot  be  col¬ 
lected  otherwise,  except  casually.  However,  through 
the  looking  glass  there  is  a  wealth  of  numismatic  de¬ 
tail  to  be  found,  especially  among  the  issues  in  the  early 
reach  of  the  series,  1794-1805  (’cept  we  don’t  have  any 
right  now!!!)  and  the  Capped  Bust  style,  1829-1837. 

Capped  Bust  Half  Dimes 

1831  Valentine-1,  Logan  McCloskey-1.3.  MS-62 

(PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces . 385 

1831  V-7,  LM-2.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lightly 

toned . 495 

1833  V-1,  LM-10.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wamily  toned 
in  medium  gold.  Well  struck  from  lightly  clashed 
dies.  An  ideal  selection  for  a  type  set  or  a  date  col¬ 
lection .  1,295 

The  obverse  die  is  well  executed.  The  reverse  die  is 
the  same  used  to  coin  1831  V-1. 

1833  V-6.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
lovely  half  dime  that  will  lookjust  right  in  your  col¬ 
lection . 435 


Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  Large  Date.  MS- 

66  (PCGS)  Light  champagne  surfaces . 5,500 

Frosty  Mint  State  1837  Half  Dime 
1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  MS- 

64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  mint  lustre. 
From  a  late  die  state  with  extensive  die  crumbhng 
along  the  right  side  of  Miss  Liberty’s  foreann  and 
leg.  Interesting  die  characteristics  that  are  very 

lightly  mentioned  in  the  literature .  1 ,650 

A  quick  review  of  the  literature  revealed  very  little 
discussion  of  this  die  state.  This  surprises  us,  as  the  die 
crumbling  is  very  extensive  and  can  be  seen  with  the 
unaided  eye.  Daniel  W.  Valentine  treated  this  very  briefly 
describing  his  varieties  V-6,  V-6a,  and  V-6b.  He  also 
notes  die  cracks  on  the  reverse  that  are  more  advanced 
than  with  this  same  reverse  mated  to  an  1838  obverse. 
Thus,  this  coin  must  have  been  struck  in  1838.  There  is 
no  mention  in  any  other  standard  reference,  that  we 


know  of,  regarding  this  variety. 

1837  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1838  No  Drapery.  MS-61  (PCGS).  BriUiant. ...  315 

1838  No  Drapery.  AU-58.  Lightly  toned . 219 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 

lovely  specimen . 725 

Gem  1840  No  Drapery 

1840  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this  attractive 
early  style,  before  the  figure  of  Miss  Liberty  was 
modified.  Not  often  seen  in  this  grade,  even  less  of¬ 
ten  tjeaiiii/eJorpurc/Mse.' The  time  is  now!  ..  2,595 


Coin  Quiz 

Name  That  Coin! 

We  give  clues  concerning  five  different  American  scarcities  and  rarities.  How  many  can  you  identify?  Get  three  or  more  right,  and  you  are 
doing  well.  Get  four  right,  and  you  are  in  the  expert  class.  Get  all  five  correct,  and  you  deserve  a  gold  medal!  Answers  are  given  at  the  end. 


1.  Of  the  following  Jefferson  nickels, 
which  is  the  hardest  to  find  in  Mint  State? 

a.  1 950-D  (lowest  mintage  in  the  series) 

b.  1939-S  (fairly  low  mintage) 

c.  1942-P  (first  issue  with  P  mintmark) 

d.  1938  (first  year  of  issue) 

2.  The  public  saving  coins  that  are  the 
first  year  of  issue  of  their  type  has  caused 
some  such  pieces  to  be  very  plentiful  even 
today.  Of  the  following  first-year-of-type 
coins,  which  one  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  saved  in  significant  numbers: 

a.  1883  Liberty  Head  nickel  without 
CENTS. 


b.  1909  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent. 

c.  1 892  Barber  half  dollar. 

d.  1878  Morgan  silver  dollar. 

3.  A  certain  variety  of  1 839  copper  cent  is 
a  recognized  rarity  if  it  has  this  feature: 

a.  Silly  Head  portrait. 

b.  Head  of  1838  style. 

c.  Booby  Head  portrait. 

d.  Overdated  1839/6. 

4.  In  gem  Mint  State  (MS-65)  which  one  of 
these  coins  is  a  formidable  rarity? 

a.  1856  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollar. 

b.  1879-CC  Morgan  silver  dollar. 


c.  1904-S  double  eagle. 

d.  1832  Capped  Bust  half  dollar. 

5.  This  very  “popular  rarity”  has  been 
the  subject  of  several  numismatic  hoards 
overthe  years,  including  by  Messrs.  Stewart, 
Leeds,  and,  in  particular.  Beck— the  latter 
acquiring  531  pieces! 

a.  1879  Flowing  Hair  $4  gold  Stella. 

b.  1885  Liberty  Head  nickel. 

c.  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent. 

d.  1881  gold  dollar. 
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Marvelous  Gem  1843  Half  Dime 
1843  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  beautifial.  1,495 
1845  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  rose,  blue  and 


amber  toning . 475 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 


Arrows  were  added  to  the  date  to  signify  the  reduced 
weight  authorized  by  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853. 
Although  the  weight  stayed  at  the  reduced  level,  arrows 
were  used  only  through  1855,  then  discontinued.  The 
Arrows  design  extended  to  the  half  dime,  dime,  quarter 
dollar,  and  half  dollar  series,  but  not  to  the  trime  or  silver 
dollar.  The  trime  had  a  lower  intrinsic  value  and  metal 
composition,  and  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  was  allowed 
to  "float”  with  its  melt-down  value  being  more  than  its 
face  value,  even  after  1853.  Such  dollars  were  mainly  used 
as  bulhon  coins  in  the  export  trade  to  the  Orient. 

1858  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  golden  toning.  1,195 


1858  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant  and  lustrous .  525 

1859  Proof-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,695 


1864-S  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning.  About  as  nice 
as  this  issue  is  generaUy  found.  Branch  mint  half 
dimes  were  not  recognized  for  their  numismatic  de- 
sirabUity  until  two  or  three  decades  later,  hy  which 

time  most  had  acquired  wear .  595 

If  you  enjoy  San  Francisco  Mint  coins  and  their 
history,  you  must  buy  a  copy  of  Dave  Bowers’  best¬ 
selling  book  (now  in  its  second  printing!),  The  Treasure 
Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan.  You’ll  find  lots  of  interesting 
information,  including  comments  by  Mark  Twain  and, 
peripherally,  Bret  Harte. 

1866  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  gold  and  green  sur¬ 
faces .  1,095 

1867  Proof-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,750 

1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  toning.  A  deUght- 

ful  half  dime,  one  that  is  rare  in  aU  grades. . . .  835 

1867  AU-58  (ANACS).  Light  rose  surfaces . 895 

1868  AU-50  (ANACS).  BriUiant.  A  scarce  date  in  aU 

high  grades . 425 

1872-S  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

BriUiant .  1,295 

1872-S  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  AU-58 . 99 

1873  Proof-64  Cameo.  (NGC).6951873-S  MS-64 
(PCGS).  BriUiant . 395 


Dimes 


This  listing  offers  many  interesting  dimes  from  the 
Capped  Bust  style  onward,  continuing  to  modern 
times.  Along  the  way  there  are  many  worthwliile  coins 
foryour  consideration,  including  seldom  seen  dates  of 
desirable  quality. 

Draped  Bust  Dimes 


Pleasing  1796  Dime 

1796  John  Reich-2.  Rarity-4.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A 
nice  original  piece.  Ideal  for  a  first  year  of  issue  type 

set . 5,950 

1805  JR-2.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  (PCGS) .  5,350 

Capped  Bust  Dimes 

1821  JR-9.  Rarity-2.  AU-50  Small  Date 

(PCGS) . 715 

1825  JR-2.  Rarity-2.  EF-40.  Deeply  toned .  295 

1827  JR-la.  Rarity-2.  Recut  7.  AU-53  .  A  lustrous 
pearl  gray  specimen  with  attractive  rose  and  pale 
blue  iridescence  present  on  both  sides . 649 

1827  JR-la.  Rarity-2.  Recut  7.  AU-50  (NGC).  595 

Uncirculated  1828  JR- 1  Dime 
1828JR-1.  Rarity-2.  Small  Date.  MS-62  (NGC). 
Richly  toned  slate  gray  surfaces  display  golden  iri-. 
descence.  A  pleasing  coin  for  the  grade .  1,495 

1828  JR-1.  Small  Date.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nicely 

toned  in  iridescent  colors . 675 


1830 JR-2.  Small  IOC.  MS-63  (NGC).  Chiefly  bril¬ 
liant  with  a  splash  of  fight  gold  toning.  Lustrous, 

sharply  struck,  and  choice  for  the  grade .  1 ,295 

1831^-1.  AU-58  (NGC) . 495 

1831 JR-3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 495 

1831JR-4.  Rarity-2.  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant.  .  719 

1833  JR-5.  Last  3  high.  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant 

with  faint  peripheral  gold  toning . 825 

1834  JR-1.  Large  4.  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant,  lus¬ 
trous,  and  nicely  struck  for  the  date . 695 

1835  JR-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant,  A  nice  coin  for 

a  type  set . 465 

1835  JR-5.  AU-50.  Deep  golden  brown  toning.345 

1835  JR-9.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  (NGC).  Mostly  bril¬ 

liant  with  fight  gold  peripheral  toning.  The  reflec¬ 
tive  fields  contrast  nicely  with  the  frosty  devices, 
particularly  on  the  reverse . 775 

1836  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant  and 

satiny  with  a  hint  of  proof  like  lustre . 795 

1836 JR-2.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with 
a  whisper  of  champagne  toning . 795 

1837  Capped  Bust.  JR-3.  Rarity-2.  AU-58 

(NGC).  Last  year  of  the  Capped  Bust  design. 

Sharply  struck  and  briUiant . 560 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  B-3216.  No  Stars,  Large 
Date.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Mostly  wliite  with  a  liint  of 
light  amber  peripheral  toning.  A  nice  combination 
of  fairly  high  grade  with  fairly  low  price.  A  lot  of 
coin  for  the  price  offered . 875 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  B-3216.  No  Stars,  Large 

Date.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lighdy  toned . 795 

1838-0  Liberty  Seated.  Greer-102.  No  Stars.  EF- 
45  (NGC).  Nicely  toned.  Scarce  and  interesting 
type;  the  only  New  Orleans  Mint  issue  of  the  with- 

out-stars  style . 735 

The  first  30  examples  of  the  1838-0  dime  were 
struck  on  May  7,  1838,  of  which  10  were  given  to 
dignitaries  and  20  went  into  the  cornerstone  of  the  New 
American  Theatre  in  New  Orleans  (cf  Walter  Breen,  in 
his  Complete  Encyclopedia,  1988,  p.  308).  Others  were 
struck  injune  andjuly,  and  more  in  early  1839  from  the 
1838  die  pair.  At  the  time  the  New  Orleans  Mint  was 
beset  with  fighting  among  the  officers,  production  suf¬ 
fered,  and  it  was  not  until  1 839  that  coins  were  made  of 
denominations  other  than  the  half  dime  and  dime  (the 
famous  1 838-0  half  dollar  was  struck  early  in  1 839) .  An 
official  investigation  ensued,  but  in  later  years  many  of the 
most  important  records  were  "lost.”  The  situation  was 
not  made  any  simpler  by  the  death  of  Coiner  Rufus  Tyler 
in  1 839  and  of  two  other  Mint  employees,  the  cause- 
being  yellow  fever. 

1838  Large  Stars.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lighdy  toned. 

Unusually  high  grade .  1,150 

1838  Large  Stars.  Breen-3220.  MS-62  (PCGS). 

BriUiant.  A  nice  coin  for  a  type  set . 525 

1838  Large  Stars.  Greer-101.  Doubled  Die  Reverse. 
AU-55.  Doubling  plainest  at  D .  195 

Memorable  Gem  1842  Dime 
1842  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  beautiful.  A 

memorable  gem  specimen . 3,695 

1845  MS-64  (NGC).  Mosdy  briUiant  with  a  whisper 
ofhght  golden  peripheral  toning .  1,150 

Memorable  Mint  State  1849-0  Rarity 
1849-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 
Across  the  board  the  silver  coinage  at  New  Orleans 
in  1849  is  memorable  for  its  elusive  character.  Very 
few  specimens  have  survived  in  higher  grades.  The 
Liberty  Seated  dime  specialist  will  reaUy  appreciate 
this  lovely  coin,  a  major  rarity  in  MS-61  grade,  and  a 
coin  with  much  eye  appeal  to  accompany  the  grade 

designation . 3,295 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lighdy  toned.  Ideal 

for  a  type  set . '. .  1,095 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne 

highlights  on  lustrous  surfaces .  1,095 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lighdy  toned.  675 


1853  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 565 

1854  AU-53  (ANACS).  Light  toning .  159 

1855  Arrows.  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant . 239 


1864-S  Dime:  A  Connoisseur’s  Treasure! 

1864-S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 
Very  rare  in  Mint  State,  as  virtuaUy  no  one  (perhaps 
absolutely  no  one)  coUected  S-Mint  coins  at  the  time! 
This  was  about  a  decade  before  certain  westerners  be¬ 
gan  to  pay  attention  to  their  own  coins.  This  is  one 
of  the  finest  we  have  ever  had  in  our  inventory — 
quite  a  teUing  statement  as  we  believe  we  have 
handled  just  as  many  rare  coins  as  almost  anyone,  past 
or  present.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date.  The  speciahst 
wfll  truly  appreciate  this  opportunity .  1 ,495 

1865  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  of  this  rare 
date . 795 

1869-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  595 

1873  Arrows.  AU-53  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  fight 

golden  surfaces . 345 

Choice  Proof  1874  Arrows  XQrf. 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces 

with  fight  iridescent  toning.  A  lovely  and  quite  rare 
coin.  Ideal  for  inclusion  in  a  type  set .  1,895 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  light 
golden  surfaces .  1,195 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC),  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  950 

1877- CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  briUiant  with  a 

whisper  of  fight  golden  higlihghts . 235 

1878  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant . 659 

1878- CC  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  795 

Low-Mintage  1879  Dime 

1879  Proof-66  (NGC).  BriUiant.  A  superb  gem  Proof 
example  of  this  key  Liberty  Seated  dime  date.  1 ,995 

1880  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 

One  of  the  “famous  three”  low-mintage  dates  of  the 
era,  these  being  1879,  1 880,  and  1881 .  725 

After  silver  coins  began  to  circulate  again  in  a  large 
way,  beginning  in  April  1876,  vast  quantities  of  earlier 
coins  that  had  been  hoarded  by  the  public  on  the  eve  of 
and  early  in  the  Civil  War  came  out  of  hiding.  The  result 
was  a  glut  of  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars,  which 
resulted  in  mintages  dropping  precipitately  in  1879  and 
continuing  in  the  dime  series  for  several  years  thereafter 


(longer  for  the  quarters  and  half  dollars), 

1880  Proof-62.  BriUiant . 395 

1881  Proof-64  (NGC).  WonderfuUy  toned  in  rose, 

magenta,  and  blue.  Rare  date . 695 

1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,295 

1890- S  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,095 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 429 

1891  MS-62  (NGC) .  165 

1891- S  MS-65  (NGC) .  1,195 


Barber  Dimes 

The  Barber  dime  series,  commenced  in  1892  and 
continued  through  most  of  the  year  1 9 1 6,  is  eminendy 
coUectible — except  for  the  rare  1894-S.  AU  of  the  oth¬ 
ers  range  from  readily  available  to  scarce  or  even  rare, 
but  they  do  come  to  market  with  regularity. 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne . 329 

1892-0  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant.  First  year  of  the 

Barber  design .  199 

1892-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  115 


CALL  TODAY! 

This  issue  ofThe  Coin  Colkc- 
toris  full  ofne-w  purchases!  Call 
GailorDebbie  txxlayat  1-8(X)- 
222-5993  to  place  ■your  order. 
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Spotlight  on  Grading! 


GRADING  TIPS  that  will  make  you  money  and 
contribute  to  your  enjoyment: 

We  share  some  of  the  ingredients  that  can  spell  S-U-C-C-E-S-S  when  you  buy  coins. 
These  are  strictly  our  own  opinions,  but  we  believe  they  have  merit,  the  present  comments 
being  the  latest  updating  of  this  “filler”  which  we  run  now  and  then. 

1 .  Buy  the  coin,  not  the  grade.  Be  sure  that  the  coin  is  pleasing  to  you,  as  you  have  to 
pay  for  it,  own  it,  and  sometime  sell  it.  Use  the  “I  like  it  test.”  If  the  coin  is  appealing  to  you, 
then  chances  are  excellent  it  will  be  appealing  to  someone  else  later.  If  it  is  not  attractive, 
don’t  buy  it  no  matter  what  someone  else  (such  as  the  seller  of  the  coin)  might  say.  Of 
course,  if  it  Is  some  exceedingly  rare,  but  ugly  and  low  grade  variety  of  1787  Connecticut 
that  might  not  come  up  a^n  in  your  lifetime,  by  all  means  buy  it  if  the  price  is  right. 
However,  for  90%  or  more  of  the  coins  you  are  apt  to  encounter,  it  will  pay  to  wait  to 
acquire  a  coin  of  attractive  appearance.  This  Is  particularly  true  for  coins  minted  from  the 
1930s  to  date. 

2.  Certification  is  only  part  of  the  story.  Just  because  a  coin  is  certified  as,  for  example, 
“MS-65,”  doesn’t  mean  it  is  wordi  an  “MS-65  price."  A  doggy-appearing  or  “low  end”  {as 
they  are  called  in  the  trade)  coin  may  be  worth  a  lot  less,  and  a  selected  gem  may  be  worth 
a  lot  more.  Avoid  coins  that  have  very  deep  toning  spotting,  or  are  ugly,  even  rf  they  are 
certified.  No  grading  service  has  a  monopoly  on  quality— and  every  service  has  its  “dogs.” 
Such  lovv^nd  coins  might  well  be,  for  example,  MS-65  from  a  technical  viewpoint,  but  for 
our  money,  we’d  rather  have  a  beautiful  MS^3  or  MS-64  than  an  ugly  MS-65.  The  grading 
services  give  only  a  NUMBER,  but  say  nothing  about  quality.  Often,  quality  is  the  most 
important  aspect  of  all! 

3.  Know  your  coins.  If  a  particular  coin  (an  1 881-S  Morgan  dollar  is  an  example)  nearly 
always  comes  attractive  and  well  struck,  there  is  no  need  to  pay  a  significant  premium  for 
one.  On  the  other  hand,  the  1891-0  dollar  is  usually  poorly  struck,  so  a  sharp  coin  would 
be  wortii  much  more.  Know  the  characteristics  of  a  coin  before  you  buy.  To  gain 
knowledge,  build  a  decent  library.  If  you  don’t  have  a  copy  of  Walter  Breen’s  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins,  buy  one  from  us  or  someone  else,  or  borrow  one. 
Use  this  as  a  jumping-off  point  to  add  selected  other  titles.  Our  Books  for  Sale  (page  20) 
section  offers  many  possibilities.  The  more  you  know,  the  smarter  you  wilt  be.  Knowledge 
is  vital  for  success  when  building  a  collection. 

4.  Determine  your  grade  objectives  before  buying.  Do  you  want  your  commemora¬ 
tive  halves  to  be  MS-63  and  MS-64?  Or,  do  you  want  alt  of  your  Indian  cents  to  be  EF-40  to 
AU-50?  Or,  whatever.  Develop  an  plan  before  buying.  It  is  easier  (and  cheaper)  to  buy,  for 
example,  an  MS-64 1922  Grant  commemorative  halfdoilartobegin  with,  than  to  buy  an  MS- 
60,  then  upgrade  to  MS-62,  and  then  upgrade  again  to  MS^4, 

5.  Know  what  to  expect.  This  is  like  No.  3,  except  it’s  about  grading,  not  striking.  How 
available  is  a  coin  in  MS-63?  EF-40?  MS-65?  Or,  whatever.  An  1 881-S  Morgan  dollar  in  MS- 
65  is  easily  affordable,  and  everyone  should  own  one  (if  you  have  the  inclination).  A  VF-30 
1 881-S  dollar  should  be  Igrored  as  MS-65  coins  are  cheap  and  available.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  you  are  collecting  large  cents  and  are  offered  a  very  nice  VF-30  of  the  rare  1 804  date,  go 
for  it,  as  this  is  quite  dose  to  “top  of  the  line”  for  that  particular  coin  variety.  Even  a  decent 
VG-8  or  Rne-12  1804  cent  is  worth  owning.  Similarly,  if  you  need  a  Mint  State  1820  cent, 
this  is  a  very  easily  av^lable  date  and  we  have  handled  hundreds,  but  if  you  need  a  Mint  State 
1824,  this  is  a  coin  for  which  years  may  elapse  between  our  having  one  in  stock.  Such 
differences  are  not  reflected  in  price  guides. 

6.  Keep  an  eye  on  value.  Is  the  coin  a  good  value  for  the  price  paid?  How  does  it  check 
out  in  all  aspects,  including  rarity,  grade,  appearance,  and  aesthetic  appeal?  Beyond  all  of 
those  good  things,  is  the  grade  worth  it?  For  example,  if  an  MS-64  coin  has  a  market  value 
of  $400,  and  an  MS-65  of  the  same  variety  costs  $1 ,200,  might  you  be  better  off  value-wise 
with  the  MS-64?  Lots  of  hidden  value  here  with  the  MS-64.  Think  about  it!  Similarly,  there 
is  a  rush  to  buy  copper  coins  that  are  called  “red*  (abbreviated  RD),  and  often  these  sell  for 
much  more  than  “red  and  brown"  (RB)  pieces,  although  the  RB  coins  may  be  as  nice  or  even 
nicer.  For  our  money,  we’d  rather  own  a  nice  RB  coin  than  a  spotted  RD  coin. 

7.  Enjoy  yourself.  You  only  go  through  life  once,  and  you  might  as  well  have  a  nice  time 
doing  it  Approach  numismatics  with  a  positive  mind-set  enjoy  the  history,  art  romance, 
and  other  characteristics  of  your  coins  in  addition  to  their  market  value.  If  a  dealer  or 
collector  does  not  treat  you  as  you  would  like  to  be  treated,  walk;  find  another  place  to  do 
business.  If  you  don’t  enjoy  coins,  coin  people,  and  coin  things— leave  the  hobby  and  collect 
stamps  or  cookie  jars  instead.  However,  if  you  stay  for  a  while  you  will  find  that  there  are 
many  fine  people  in  what  has  been  called  “the  world’s  greatest  hobby.”  Have  a  good  time! 
We  love  what  we  do  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries! 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1893  10^ 

1893  Proof-67  (NGC).  Gorgeously  toned  in  shades 
of  amber,  blue,  and  rose.  One  of  the  very  finest 
Proof  1893  dimes  in  existence — a  wonderful  com¬ 
bination  of  high  grading  number  and,  equally  impor¬ 
tant  (in  our  opinion),  eyeappeal  and  aesthetic  value. 
Take  it  home  for . 4,995 

1893  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 

Beautiful  and,  in  this  grade,  rare . 1,895 

1894  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant  with  frosty  devices. 
Important  as  an  overall  low-mintage  key  date.739 

1894  MS-60 .  265 


Gem  Proof  1895  Dime 

1895  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Wonderful  hglit  champagne 
surfaces.  An  important  opportunity  due  to  the  scar¬ 
city  of  circulation  strikes  (the  1895  being  the  most 
elusive  Philadelphia  Mint  Barber  dime  in  circulation 

strike  fomi) .  1,895 

1895-0  VF-30  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  specimen 
of  this  much  desired,  much  admired  issue.  1 ,250 
1895-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Mint  State  ex¬ 
amples  are  seldom  offered .  1,025 

Barber  dimes  in  MS-6.^  and  MS-64,  if  carefully 
selected  (as  we  do  when  we  buy  them  for  our  inventory). 


form  an  interesting  specialty,  and  one  that  mounts  a 
distinct  challenge.  Use  this  issue  to  start  your  systematic 
collection  of  this  design,  or  to  add  to  one  you  already 
have. 

1897  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 279 

1897  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  iridescent  surfaces.  279 

1898  MS-62  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned .  109 

1898- 0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilhant.  An  elusive  issue, 

more  so  than  generally  recognized.  A  really  great 
coin  in  our  opinion!  .  1 ,350 

Choice  1899-S  Dime 

1899- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with 
splashes  of  amber  peripheral  toning.  An  exceptional 


Barber  dime . 2,150 

1899-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a 
whisper  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning . 695 

1900  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 675 

1901  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  1,950 


Rare  Mint  State  1901-0  Dime 

1901-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilhant  centers  with  amber 
peripheral  toning.  Very  attractive.  A  rare  issue  al¬ 
though  often  overlooked  in  favor  of  the  well- 
known,  1901-S  dime,  which  tends  to  gamer  ah  of 
the  pubhcity .  1,975 

1901- S  EF-45  (ANACS).  Natural  pale  gray  with  a 

hint  of  gold . 475 

1902  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  hght  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 279 

1902- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 895 

1903- S  AU-50.  A  very  nice  specimen  of  one  of  the 

key  issues  in  the  Barber  dime  series .  1,050 

1903-S  EF-40.  A  pleasing  example  of  this  scarce  San 
Francisco  Mint  dime . 750 

1905-S  MS-60  PL.  A  trace  of  russet  toning . 265 

1905-S  MS-60.  With  a  liint  of  champagne  toning.  225 

1907- S  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant . 395 

1908  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 1,750 

1908  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilhant . 279 

1908  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant .  105 

1908- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilhant  and  very  sharply 

detailed . 795 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1909  Dime 

1909  Proof-66  (NGC).  Frosty  motifs  with  cham¬ 
pagne  toning  over  mirrorhke  fields . 2,650 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1909  Dime 

1909  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  hght  champagne 
surfaces.  A  truly ^reut  coin! .  2,650 

1909- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  1,395 

1909- D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilhant,  sharply  struck.  ...  595 

1910- D  AU-58.  Light  rainbow  iridescence .  135 

Gem  Proof  1911  Dime 

1911  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  center  with  rings  of 
gold,  blue  and  sea-green  toning.  Seldom  seen  so 
beautiful!  When  this  coin  arrives  in  your  mailbox 
you  wiU  reahze  how  important  the  Bowers  and 


Merena  emphasis  on  quahty  is .  2,395 

1911  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilhant . 629 

Superb  Gem  191 1-S  Dime 
1911-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  Very  hard  to  find 
in  such  elegant  preservation! .  1,495 

1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 279 

1913- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,895 

1914  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 629 

1914- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 625 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 639 

1915- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 735 


1916  Barber.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  gold  surtices.  .  145 

Mercury  Dimes 

In  the  listings  to  follow  are  many  choice  Mercury 
dimes  of  especiaUy  high  quality,  including  a  few  ear¬ 
lier  dates  and  many  nice  examples  from  the  1 930s  to 
1945.  A  date  and  mintmark  coUection  toward  the  end 
of  the  series,  beginning  in  1934,  can  be  assembled  for 
very  low  cost,  including  beautiful  Mint  State  pieces. 

A  nice  way  to  build  a  set  is  to  buy  a  few  inexpensive 
issues  each  month,  then  go  from  there.  Ask  Gail  or 
Debbie  about  our  Want  List  program  whereby  we 
keep  your  wari.t  list  on  hand  and  automatically  send 
you  shipments  foryour  approval  and  satisfaction.  Over 
a  long  period  of  years,  we’ve  helped  to  form  many  nice 
collections  this  way. 

P.S.:  We  like  to  call  them  Mercury  dimes,  but  we  re¬ 
ahze  that  some  others  (e.^. ,  Coin  World)  think  Winged 
Liberty  Head  is  better.  Most  properly.  Mercury  of  clas¬ 
sical  legend  was  male,  but  today  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  Mr.  Liberty! 

Sharp  and  Rare  1916-D  Dime 
1916-D  EF-45  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  A  very  nice 


specimen  of  this  key  date . 3,250 

1916-D  VG-10  (NGC) . 975 

1916- D  G-4  (PCGS) . 625 

1917  AU-58  (PCGS) . 34 

1917- D  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 295 

1918  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,295 

1918  MS-65  (PCGS).  Blazing  briUiance . 395 

1918- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  Extraordinarily 

high  grade! .  1,095 

1918-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  169 

1918- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 435 

1919  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 695 

1919- S  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,095 


1921  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  hght  champagne 
surfaces.  A  choice  and  very  attractive  specimen  of 


this  key  date — the  lowest  mintage  Philadelphia 


Mint  Mercury  dime .  1,855 

1921  AU-50  (NGC).  Avery  pleasing  example  of this 

circulated  date . 795 

1921  G-6  (ANACS) . 39 

1921-D  AU-58  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned . 995 

1921-D  AU-50  (NGC).  BriUiant.  A  very  appealing 
specimen  of  this  key-date  issue .  895 

Three  issues  are  generally  considered  key-dates 


among  early  Mercury  dimes,  and  these  arc  1916-D, 
1921,  and  1921-D.  In  addition,  the  two  overdate  issues  of 
1942  can  be  added  to  this  club.  Otherwise,  there  are 
several  very  elusive  coins,  especially  in  higher  Mint  State 


grades 

1923  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 525 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 325 


Notable  1923-S  Dime 

1923-S  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  BriUiant.  A  truly  notable 
specimen  in  this  combination  of  high  grade  and 


sharpness,  a  beautiful  specimen!  .  2,150 

1924  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  169 

1926  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 435 

1926  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  165 

Sharply  Struck  Gem  1926-D  Dime 

1926-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Mostly  briUiant  with  a 
wliisper  of  light  amber  peripheral  toning.  ..  2,750 

1926-D  MS-64  BriUiant . 269 

1926-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  1,850 

1927  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  BriUiant.  Marvelously  high 

grade! .  1,095 

1927  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  129 

1928- S  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 595 

1929  MS-66  FB  (PCGS)  BriUiant . 349 

1929  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  165 

1929  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 245 

1929- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 285 

1929-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 595 

1931  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 378 

1931  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  159 

1931-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 595 

1931-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 225 

193 1-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,995 

1931-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 665 

1934- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 995 

1935- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Beautiful  golden  toned 

surfaces . 745 

1935- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 745 

1936  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  105 

1936- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 465 

1936-S  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 695 

1936- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 95 

Ultra-Gem  Proof  1937  Dime 

1937  Proof-68  (NGC).  BriUiant .  2,495 

Incredible  Proof  1937 

1937  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilhant  with  a  hint 
ofhght  amber  toning  at  the  rims.  A  Proof  of  incred¬ 
ibly  high  grade . 2,495 

1937  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 525 

1937  Proof-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 385 

1937  Proof-64  (PCGS) .  Mostly  briUiant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  golden  toning . 325 

1937- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  139 

1937- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  119 

1938  Proof-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 325 

1938  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 325 

1938  Proof-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 235 

1938- D  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 275 

1939  Proof-67  (PCGS).  BriUiant  centers  with  orange 

peripheral  toning .  369 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces. .  319 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 319 

1939  Proof-62  (NGC).  BriUiant .  199 

1939  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 495 

1939- D  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  139 

1939- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 49 

1940  MS-67  FB  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning. .  235 

1940  MS-65  (PCGS.  Deeply  toned . 39 

1940- S  MS-67  (NGC).  BriUiant .  110 

1940-S  MS-66  FB.  BriUiant .  195 

1940-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  195 

1940- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  119 

1941  Proof-67  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 375 

1941  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Light  amber  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 375 

1941  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 49 

1941- D  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  159 

1941-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 49 

1941-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 39 

1942/1 AU-53.  Very  scarce  in  aU  grades,  especiaUy  so 

if  AU  or  finer.  Probably  in  the  top  20%  of  surviv¬ 
ing  pieces,  grade-wise . 695 

1941-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  105 

1942  Proof-68  (NGC). BriUiant  centers  with  golden 

peripheral  toning . 995 

1942  Proof-67  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 369 

1942  Proof-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  195 

1942  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilhant . 59 

1942  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 49 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 37 

1943-D  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  139 

1943-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 49 

1943-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 29 

1944  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 49 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  We  recently  bought 

a  group  of  PCGS  beauties!  Buy  one  for . 49 


Use  this  listing  to  build  your  own  set  of  choice  Mint 
State  Mercury  dimes.  We  offer  a  combination  of  high 
technical  (numerical)  grade,  plus  nice  eye  appeal,  plus 
reasonable  market  price. 
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1944  Mint  Error.  Broadstruck  on  Type  I  Planchet. 


MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 279 

1944-D  MS-67  FB  (NGC).  BriUiant . 99 

1944-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 49 

1944-D  MS-66.  BriUiant . 42 

1944-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 85 

1944-S  MS-66  (NGC).  BrilUant . 39 

1944- S  ms-65  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 42 

1945  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 39 

1945- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 69 

1945-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 29 

1945-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 49 

1945-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 79 

1945-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 49 


Roosevelt  Dimes 


Whether  you  are  a  Democrat  or  Republican, 
chances  are  that  you  appreciate  FDR  as  one  of  the 
greatest  of  all  American  presidents — certainly  a  can¬ 
didate  for  enshrinement  if  they  want  to  do  some  more 
blasting  at  Mount  Rushmore.  Stricken  with  polio, 
Roosevelt  became  a  spokesperson  for  the  March  of 
Dimes  campaign.  Thus,  after  his  death  it  was  only 
natural  that  he  be  memoriahzed  on  a  coin  of  this  de¬ 
nomination. 


1946  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 29 

1946-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 29 

1946-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 29 

1946- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Mostly  briUiant  with  a  liint 

of  blue  and  amber  peripheral  toning . 29 

1947- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant  centers  with  golden 

peripheral  toning . 29 

1949-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  A  key  date  in  the 
series,  although  not  much  is  heard  about  the  1949- 

S  these  days . 49 

1951  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant  centers  with  gold  and 

blue  peripheral  toning . 29 

1951  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 29 

1951- S  MS-67  (NGC).  BriUiant . 49 

1952- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 29 

1953- S  MS-67  (NGC).  BriUiant . 39 

1953- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 29 

1954  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 29 

1954- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant  centers  with  Ught 

golden  peripheral  toning . 29 

1955  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lighdy  toned . 29 

1955- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 29 

1955-S  MS-67  (NGC).  BriUiant . 39 

1957  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 29 

1959-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 29 

1960  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 29 

1961  MS-66  (PCGS).  BrilUant . 29 

1962  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 29 

1963-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  We  have  acquired 

a  little  “find”  of  super  high-grade  PCGS-certified 
Roosevelt  silver  dimes.  Use  this  listing  to  complete 

your  set — or  to  start  this  specialty . 29 

1964  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 29 


TWENTY-CENT  PIECES 


1875  MS-61  (ANACS).  BriUiant  centers  with  Ught 

rose  peripheral  toning.  Very  attractive . 695 

1875-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surBces.  2,795 

1875-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Attractive  iridescent  toning. 
5251875-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 349 

1876  AU-55  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 495 

1876  AU-53  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with  Ught  rose  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 449 

Proof  1878  Rarity 

1878  Proof-64  (NGC).  BriUiant  with  outstanding 
cameo  devices.  A  key  issue  in  the  series,  a  Proof- 
only  rarity.  Not  often  do  we  have  such  a  nice  speci¬ 
men  for  sale  (or  even  any  specimen!).  A  lovely  coin 
for  the  discriminating  buyer . 4,995 


QUARTER  DOLLARS 

We  are  pleased  to  present  a  very  nice  selection  of 
quarter  dollars.  Along  the  way  you  will  find  many 
scarce  “types”  as  well  as  rare  dates  and  varieties.  Lots 
of  new  purchases!  Lots  ofbeautiful  coins! 


Early  Quarter  Dollars 

1807  Browning-2.  Rarity-3.  F-15  (NGC).  ..  495 


1815  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  1 ,275 

1815  EF-45  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 795 

1818  B-2.  VF-30  (ANACS) . 365 

1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  VF-25 .  295 

1822  B-1 .  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  rose  centen  with  sea 

green  peripheral  toning . 995 

1825/3  B-2.  Rarity-2-.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Nearly 
fully  brilUant  with  a  whisper  of  champagne  ton¬ 
ing .  1,095 

1825/3  B-2.  EF-40.  Deep  gray  toning . 675 

1825/3  B-2.  EF-40  (NGC).  Deeply  toned . 675 


Lovely  1828  B-1  Quarter 

1828  B-1.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  sil¬ 
ver  gray  specimen,  with  attractive  golden  irides¬ 
cence  on  the  high  points.  Rare  so  fine .  1,450 

1831  B-1.  Rarity-2+.  Small  Letters.  MS-62 
(NGC).BriUiant  and  lustrous.  A  splendid  specimen 
of  the  first  year  of  the  new  design  type.  GeneraUy 
overlooked  in  grade  descriptions  is  the  fact  that  E 
PLURIBUS  UNUM,  appearing  on  earUer  variet¬ 


ies,  is  now  omitted .  1 ,295 

1831  B-4.  Rarity-1.  AU-58  (NGC) . 750 

1833  B-1.  Rarity-2.  AU-50  (NGC) . 825 


Mint  State  1834  B-3  Quarter 

1834  B-3.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lively  silver 

gray  surfaces  show  splashes  of  electric  blue  and  gold 
on  the  obverse,  even  medium  gold  toning  on  the 
reverse.  Nicely  struck  and  graced  with  the  overaU 
appeal  of  a  sUghtly  higher  grade .  1 ,395 

Die  notes:  Althougli  Browning  originally  described 
this  variety  with  the  obverse  perfect,  a  Ught  die  crack 
extends  from  the  rim  above  star  8  through  the  very  top  of 
the  cap,  continuing  to  the  field  above  star  7.  This  crack  is 
visible  on  the  Browning  plate.  The  reverse  has  a  crack 
through  STA,  curving  down  over  the  eagle,  joining  the 
top  of  the  wing  on  the  right,  and  extending  through  RIC. 

1835  B-2.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  bril- 

hant . 619 

Die  notes:  The  obverse  is  lighdy  cracked  through  the 
base  of  5  and  to  the  right.  Light  clash  marks  extend  down 
from  Liberty’s  ear. 

1835  B-5.  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant . 695 

1836  B-2.  Rarity-3+.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 625 

Die  notes:  The  obverse  die  has  two  cracks  through 
the  stars,  the  first  extending  through  stars  12  and  13,  the 
other  from  the  rim  through  stars  11,  10,  9,  8,  and  con¬ 
tinuing  to  the  top  of  the  cap,  with  a  branch  continuing 
above  the  cap  toward  star  7. 

1837  B-2.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  amber  surfaces.650 

1838  Capped  Bust.  B-1.  AU-50.  Very  attractive 

with  light  champagne  surfeces . 595 

1838  Capped  Bust.  B-1.  AU-50  (PCGS).  BriUiant 
with  just  a  whisper  of  Ught  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 595 


Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

1841-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Golden  toning.  A  very  at¬ 
tractive  coin,  with  the  small  date  and  smaU  reverse 
letters  yielding  a  cameo-hke  effect.  Quite  scarce  so 
nice!  . 715 


Lovely  1843-0  Quarter 

1843-0  Small  O.  AU-58  (NGC).  Frosty  devices 
with  Ught  champagne  surfaces .  1 ,850 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Golden 
surfaces . 695 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lightly 

toned . 395 

Choice  Mint  State  1854  Quarter 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Mostly  briUiant  witlr  a 

hint  of  light  gold  peripheral  toning.  Not  a  great  rarity 
by  any  means,  but  quite  elusive  in  this  combination  of 
high  grade  and  beautiful  appearance . 2,750 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
rich  golden  red  toning  at  the  rims.  A  nice  coin  for 
the  grade .  1,295 

1854  AU-55.  Light  golden  surfaces . 295 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 
ExceptionaUy  high  grade  for  this  date .  1,395 

1857  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 415 

1858  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  Ught  champagne 

surfaces .  1,150 

1863  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 575 

1864  Proof-63.  Frosty  with  champagne  surfaces.  1,095 

1867  VF-20  (NGC) . 495 

1868  VF-35  (ANACS) . 275 

1870  Proof-58  (PCGS).  Lovely  light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 315 

1873  No  Arrows.  Proof-64  (NGC) . 925 

Proof  1873  Arrows  Quarter 

1873  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Nice  frosty  devices 
enhanced  by  mirrored  fields.  Always  in  demand  for 
inclusion  in  type  sets.  Rare  so  nice! .  1 ,695 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  BrilUant  centers  with 

Ught  golden  peripheral  toning . 895 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

frosty .  1,795 

1874- S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Well  struck  with  Ught 

golden  surfaces.  A  popular  choice  for  coUectors  of 
type  coins  by  mint .  1,095 

1875- CC  AU-58  (NGC).  BrilUant.  Struck  from 

Comstock  Lode  silver .  1,195 


Curious  1877-S  Over  Horizontal  S  250 
1877-S/S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BrilUant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
mens  of  one  of  the  most  interesting  silver  coins  of 
this  era — a  variety  which  at  this  level  is  very  hard  to 
find . 3,195 

The  die  sinker  in  the  Engraving  Department  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  first  punched  the  S  mintmark  in  a 
“lazy”  or  horizontal  position,  recognized  his  blunder, 
and  corrected  it  by  overpunching  the  S  in  the  correct 
position.  However,  even  under  low  magnification  the 
error  is  dramatically  visible.  This  famous  variety  lends  a 
bit  of  spice  to  the  sunset  era  of  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter 
dollar  series. 

1882  Proof-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 795 

BrilUant  and  Rare  1885  250 
1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  lustrous.  A  very 
nice  specimen  of  this  low-mintage  Liberty  Seated  ' 

quarter .  1,850 

1890  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  amber  surfaces . 519 


Barber  Quarters 

Our  offering  of  Barber  quarters  includes  a  nice  se¬ 
lection  of  date  and  mintmark  varieties,  carefully  pur¬ 
chased,  and  guaranteed  to  please.  Among  these  are  a 
few  scarce  dates  (check  the  1901-S)  and  numerous 
examples  of  modest  price. 

1892  MS-65  (PCGS).  First  year  of  the  Barber  design. 

Lustrous  with  gold  and  amber  toning .  1 ,350 

1892  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  179 

1892  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with  attractive  irides¬ 
cent  peripheral  toning .  179 

1892-0  Type  I.  Reverse.  MS-60.  Lustrous  light 
champagne  surfaces.  A  lovely  quarter  from  way 

down  yonder  in  New  Orleans . 295 

1892-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lighdy  toned . 349 

1892- S  Type  I  Reverse.  AU-50 .  285 

1893  MS-63.  Attractive  champagne  surfaces. ...  325 

1893- 0  MS-62.  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 375 

1893-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  champagne 
surfaces . 635 

1893- S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 295 

1894- 0  Doubled  Mintmark.  AU-55.  BriUiant  and 

lustrous . 259 

1894-S  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 825 

1894- S  AU-50  (NGC) .  189 

1895- 0  MS-60.  BriUiant . 425 

1896  AU-58.  Attractive  golden  surfrces .  185 

1896- 0  AU-50.  BriUiant  and  lustrous.  Scarce. ..  695 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1897  Quarter 

1897  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  with  a  whis¬ 


per  ofhght  golden  surfaces .  5,250 

1899  Proof-67  (PCGS) .  5,250 


1899- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  575 

Choice  Mint  State  1900-S  250 

1900- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  choice 

for  the  grade.  Pale  golden  halos  enhance  the  periph¬ 
eries .  1,475 


Key  1901-S  Quarter 

1901-S  VG-8.  The  key  to  the  Barberquarter  series, 
in  any  and  aU  circulated  grades  the  1901-S  is  the 
most  difficult  to  find.  With  the  purchase  of  this  coin 
you  can  complete  your  set!  . 4,150 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1903  Quarter 
1903  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Frosty  centers  with  lovely 

amber  and  sea  green  peripheral  toning .  5,250 

1903  AU-50.  Lighdy  toned .  125 

1903-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Wonderful  lustre  with  light 
champagne  surfaces.  A  very  scarce  variety  in  this 

high  grade .  1,350 

1903-S  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant  centers  with  lilac 

toning  surrounding  Miss  Liberty .  665 

1905  Proof-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  2,650 

1906- D  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 219 

1907  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  champagne  sur¬ 
faces .  1,350 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 595 

1907- D  AU-50 .  185 


1908  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  Ught  champagne 


surfaces . 585 

1908  AU-58.  Golden  surfaces .  149 

1908- D  AU-50.  Lightly  toned .  129 

1909  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  golden  surfaces.  595 

1909  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 595 

1909  MS-60 . 155 

1909  AU-55.  Golden  surfaces .  135 

1909- D  AU-58.  Lightly  toned .  175 


1909-D  AU-55.  Lighdy  toned .  165 

1909- D  AU-53 .  159 

Marvelous  Proof  1910  Quarter 
1910  Proof-66  (NGC).  Golden  surfaces.  Superb  gem 
quality — a  marvelous  coin,  and  rare,  too!  ...  2,650 
1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 265 

1910  AU-50.  Lighdy  toned .  129 

1910- D  AU-58.  Deeply  toned . 295 

1910-D  EF-40 . 99 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  Liglit  champagne  surfaces.  550 

1911  EF-45.  Light  champagne  surfaces . 99 

1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  595 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning. .  265 

1914  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lovely  champagne  surfrces.155 

1914- S  MS-62.  BriUiant  and  quite  scarce .  1,150 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  golden  surfaces. .  575 

1915- D  MS-65  (NGC).  BrilUant .  1,225 

1915-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 925 

1915-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 239 

1915-S  AU-53.  BrilUant . 209 

1915-S  AU-50.  BriUiant .  195 


Gem  1916-D  Barber  Quarter 
1916-D  Barber.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces .  1495 

Another  Gem  1916-D  Barber  Quarter 
1916-D  Barber.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  beau¬ 
tiful .  1,495 

1916-D  Barber.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne 
surfaces . 535 


Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

Quarters  of  this  design,  produced  from  1916  to 
1930,  are  at  once  interesting  and  beautiful.  In  this  is¬ 
sue  we  offer  a  nice  selection  emphasizing  Mint  State 
pieces  and  rarities.  What  a  nice  start  we  provide  with 
a  beautiful  specimen  of  the  1917.  Soon  thereafter  is 
listed  an  attractive  1918/7-S  overdate.  Beyond  that 
there  are  bound  to  be  other  quarter  doUars  of  interest, 
whether  the  series  is  new  to  you  or  you  have  been  a 
speciaUst  for  a  long  time. 

Pleasing  1917  Type  1 250 

1917  Type  1.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  A  very  pleasing 

example  of  this  issue .  1 ,750 

1917  Type  I  MS-64  FH  (ICG) . 345 

1917-D  Type  1.  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  BriUiant.850 

1917-D  Type  1.  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 325 

1917-D  Type  1.  AU-58.  BriUiant .  185 

1917  Type  U.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  lus¬ 
trous .  1,025 

1917-S  Type  IT.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne 
surfaces .  1,250 

1917- S  Type  II.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  sur¬ 

faces  with  a  hint  of  rainbow  iridescence  at  the  pe¬ 
ripheries . 549 

Brilliant  AU  1918/7-S  250  Rarity 
1918/7-S  AU-5S  (NGC).  BriUiant  and  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces  with  Ught  toning  around  the  rims.  Overdate 
boldly  defined.  A  magnificent  specimen  of  this  fa¬ 
mous  and  very  elusive  variety.  If  you’ve  been  seek¬ 
ing  a  high-grade  specimen  of  this  classic  issue,  your 
search  ends  here . 9,850 

Gem  1918-D  Quarter 

1918- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  FuUy  briUiant  with  strong  lus¬ 
tre.  A  beautiful  gem  with  strong  eye  appeal. ...  1 ,595 

1918-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfrces.  725 
1918-D  MS-62  FH  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  925 


Thie  and  That 

MODERN  SAYING;  The  CEO  of  Intel,  Dr.  Andrew  Grove,  wrote  a  book,  Only  the 
Paranoid  Survive,  which  seems  to  be  the  company  philosophy.  And,  quite  possibly  in  the 
computer  chip  business,  this  is  the  way  to  go.  Apparently,  there  is  no  “comfort  zone” 
whereby  they  can  rest  on  their  laurels  and  enjoy  their  success.  How  different  this  is  from  the 
rare  coin  business.  While  we  are  hardly  ones  to  rest  on  our  laurels,  we  have  always  had  a  large 
number  of  loyal,  dedicated  customers  who  stay  with  us  year  in  and  year  out.  Competitors 
come  and  go,  but  by  trying  our  best,  by  giving  good  service,  quality,  and  value,  a  steady  stream 
of  business  comes  our  way. 

•  •  • 

A  RECENT  SURVEY  conducted  by  the  American  Numismatic  Association  concerning 
what  people  read  and  what  they  didn’t  read  in  The  Numismatist  (journal  of  the  Association) 
showed  that  Dave  Bowers’  column,  “Coins  and  Collectors,”  was  regularly  read  by  63.1%  of 
the  recipients  and  occasionally  by  33.1%  ofthe  recipients.  This  was  second  only  in  popularity 
to  the  column  written  by  then-president  Ken  Bressett,  “Consumer  Alert.”  (Editor’s  Note: 
Thanks,  poll  respondents!) 

#  #  • 

INTERESTING  NAMES  seem  to  be  coming  back  in  fashion,  after  a  blitz  of  making  names 
“modern,”  such  as  “Marlennan,”  instead  of  the  old  fashioned  “Marsh  &  McLennan.” 
Sometimes  it  is  hard  to  figure  out  what  such  companies  such  as  Allegis,  Lucent,  Alliant,  and 
so  on  mean,  although  I  suppose  that  after  a  while  some  of  them  are  committed  to  memory. 
Whenever  I  hear  “Cisco”  I  think  of  cowboys.  Anyway,  longer,  old-fashioned  sounding  names 
seem  to  be  coming  back  into  vogue,  including  with  geographical  names,  such  as  the  San 
Francisco  Music  Box  Company  and  the  geographically  Boston  Lawn  Mower  Company,  plus 
a  recent  addition  (per  a  catalogue  received  in  the  mail  the  other  day).  The  Colorado  Pen 
Company.  We  like  the  trend.  Somehow,  Rocky  Mountain  Adventure  T rips  sounds  nicer  than 
“Romoadtri,  Inc.”  Perhaps  “Works”  will  make  a  revival  as  a  term  for  factory,  as  in  the  Novelty 
Iron  Works  and  North  Tonawanda  Musical  Instrument  Works  of  ages  ago. 
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The  Coin  Collector  m  July  31, 2000 


Debbie  McDonald  (left)  and 
Denise  D’Eri  (of  our  Auction 
Department)  in  front  of  the 
Denver  Mint— just  before  an 
“insiders’  tour”  given  to  visit¬ 
ing  ANA  members. 


Above:  Gail  Baker  (ANA  executive 
v/ho  organized  the  Summer  Seminar) 
and  Dave  Bowers  somewhere  in  the 
halls  of  ANA  Headquarters  in  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs. 


Below:  Mark  Borckardt  and  Debbie 
McDonald  about  to  board  a  tour  bus 
for  an  ANA  Summer  Seminar  event. 


1918- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Briffiant . 795 

1919- DEF-40(NGC) . 329 

1919-S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 395 

1921  MS-65 '(ANACS) .  1,475 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  toning . 650 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 650 

1923  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  golden 

toning  at  the  reverse . 265 

1924-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  splashes  of 
amber  toning . 275 

Lustrous  1927-S  Standing  Liberty  Quarter 
1927-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 3,750 

1927- S  EF-40  (NGC).  Lovely  rose  and  amber  sur¬ 
faces .  1,050 

1928  MS-66  (PCGS).  Flashy  lustre  with  60%  full 
head .  1,295 

1928- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 775 

1930  MS-64.  BriUiant . 285 

1930-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces 

with  a  90%  fuU  head . 695 

Washington  Quarters 

The  new  “state”  reverse  quarter  program  has  gen¬ 
erated  considerable  revised  interest  in  the  entire  spec¬ 
trum  ofW ashington  quarters.  Advanced  collectors  and 
novices  ahke  are  aU  waiting  for  their  own  state  reverse 
to  be  issued.  We  are  eagerly  anticipating  our  own  New 
Hampshire  quarter  to  be  issued  in  the  autumn,  possi¬ 
bly  with  first-strike  ceremonies  at  the  tail  end  ofjuly — 
which  is  coming  up  very  soon  on  the  calendar.  Around 
that  time  we’ll  write  a  httle  story  about  it,  perhaps  call¬ 
ing  upon  our  fine  friend  David  Sundman  to  add  de¬ 
tails.  Way  out  in  Colorado,  expatriate  Granite  Stater 
Ken  Bressett  had  a  lot  to  do  with  it,  too. 

1932-S  MS-61.  Brilhant.  Lowest  mintage  issue  in  the 


series . 365 

1932-S  MS-60  (ANACS).  Mostly  brilliant . 335 

1932-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  165 

1934- D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 295 

1935  MS-67  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  in  gold  and  am¬ 
ber . 255 

1935- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 679 

1936  PR-67  (PCGS) .  11,950 

1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1936  PR-64  (PCGS) . 875 

1937  Proof^5  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  hint  of  golden 

peripheral  toning . 419 

1937  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 395 

1937-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  1 19 

1939  MS-67  (NGC).  Light  yellow  surfaces .  195 

1939  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 95 

1939  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 95 

1939-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Beautiful  iridescent  sur¬ 
faces .  169 


1939-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  169 

1939- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lighdy  toned . 269 

1940  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  185 

1940  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lighdy  toned .  145 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  145 

1940  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 99 

1940  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 69 

1940- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 289 

1940-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 99 

1940- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 99 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lighdy  toned . 49 

1941- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lighdy  toned .  139 

1941- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 89 

1942  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilhant . 249 

1942  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilhant .  149 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  119 

1942  Proof-64.  BriUiant . 79 

1942  Proof-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 79 

1942  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 59 

1942- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Lighdy  toned .  175 

1942-S  MS-64.  BriUiant . 79 

1944  MS-66  (NGC).  Lovely  light  iridescence.  59 

1944-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 75 

1944-D  MS-64.  BriUiant .  16 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lighdy  toned . 85 

1946-D  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant  surfaces  with  a  hint 

of  hght  rainbow  toning  at  the  rims . 89 

1946-D  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 89 

1946- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilhant . 69 

1947  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant  centers  with  hght  am¬ 
ber  peripheral  toning . 85 

1947- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilhant . 69 

1948- S  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 69 

1948- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lighdy  toned . 49 

1949  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 49 

1949- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  ..  55 

1950- D/S  Breen-4354.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Golden  ton¬ 
ing . 239 

1950-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilhant . 69 


Okay,  you  collect  State  Reverse  quarters — and  have 
discovered  numismatics.  Now,  how  about  the  rest  of  the 
Washington  quarter  series?  Dating  back  to  1932,  the  series 
is  replete  with  many  interesting  varieties,  rarities,  etc., 
most  of  which  are  quite  inexpensive.  Use  the  present  list 
to  build  your  collection. 

1951  Proof-67 . 95 

1951  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 69 

1952-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Mostly  briUiant  with  amber 
peripheral  toning  from  4:00  to  7:00  on  obverse  and 

from  2:00  to  5:00  on  reverse . 72 

1953  Proof-67  (NGC).  BriUiant . 79 

1954-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 45 

1958  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilhant . 45 

1961  Proof-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . , . . 29 

1976-S  SUver.  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 25 

1987- S  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS) . 265 

1988- S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS). . . 365 


1990-S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS) . 795 

1998- S  Silver.  Proof.68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  .  750 

State  Reverse  Quarters 

1999- S  Connecticut.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS). 

BriUiant . 45 

1999-P  Delaware.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Struck  10%  Off 

Center . 375 

1999-S  Delaware.  ProoT69  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliaitt.  45 
1999-S  Georgia.  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  39 
1999-S  Newjersey.  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS). 

BriUiant . 39 

1999-S  Pennsylvania.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS).  BriUiant . 45 


The  series  of  early  half  dollars,  particularly  those 
dated  from  1794  through  the  1830s,  are  very  popu¬ 
lar — and  have  been  for  a  long  time.  In  this  issue  we 
offer  many  interesting  coins,  aU  graded  carefuUy  and 
aU  priced  to  be  good  values  for  you. 

As  you  know  if  you’ve  been  a  constant  reader,  our 
problem  is  buying  coins,  not  seUing  them!  This  is  just 
the  opposite  of  most  businesses — which  have  an  end¬ 
less  supply  and  have  to  spend  aU  of  their  efforts  per¬ 
suading  customers  to  make  purchases.  Here  at  Bowers 
and  Merena  we  try  to  be  persuasive,  but  in  a  gentle 
way,  to  be  sure  that  you  buy  exactly  what  you  desire. 
ActuaUy,  the  coins  themselves  are  our  best  “salesmen,” 
for  virtuaUy  always,  anyone  who  sends  us  a  trial  order 
to  test  our  quahty  keeps  coming  back  again  and  again. 

The  hsting  below  begins  at  the  creation — ^with  a  nice 
example  of  the  1794,  the  first  year  ofissue — and  con¬ 
tinues  to  the  modem  era. 

Flowing  Hair  Half  Dollars 


Lovely  1794  Half  Dollar 

1794  Overton-IOIA.  VF-30  (NGC).  An  attractive 

specimen  of  the  first  year  of  the  denomination  and 
one  of  only  two  years  with  the  Flowing  Hair  design. 
A  perennial  numismatic  favorite .  10,950 

1795  0-102.  Rarity-5.  VG-8  (PCGS) . 725 

Scarce  1795  O-105A  Half  Dollar 
1795  O-105A.  VF-30  (NGC).  Light  gray  toning.  A 
very  pleasing  specimen  of  the  date,  variety,  and 
grade . 2,495 

Pleasing  1795  0-110  Half  Dollar 
1795  0-110.  VF-30  (NGC).  Medium  gray  toningat  the 
borders  and  ligjiter  on  the  devices.  Pleasing  to  the  eye — 
a  really  high  quality  piece  at  the  VF  level . 2,595 

Attractive  VF  1795  0-119  500 
1795  0-119.  ’VF-20  (NGC).  Medium  gray  toning  with 
a  hint  ofheather  or  lilac.  A  lovely  1795  half  dollar  that 
will  answer  the  call  for  nice  type  set  coin . 2,150 

Nice  VF-25  1795  0-122  500 
1795  0-122.  VF-25  (NGC).  Medium  gray  and  lilac  ton¬ 
ing.  A  very  pleasing  example  of  this  variety . 2,250 

1795  0-124.  VG-8  (NGC) . 795 

Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

1803  0-103.  Large  3.  EF-45  (NGC).  Finer  than  the 
grade  usually  seen  (which  is  normally  VF).  1,095 
1 805  0-1 1 1 .  VF-25  (NGC).  Light  gold  sur&ces.  419 


1805  0-112.  F-15  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 325 

1806  O-105a.  Knobbed  6,  Large  Stars.  VF-25 

(NGC) . 415 


Lustrous  AU  1806  0-109  500 
1806  0-109.  Pointed  6,  No  Stem.  AU-53  (NGC). 
Oops!  The  engraver  made  a  mistake  and  forgot  the 
end  of  the  ohve  branch  stem!  The  result  is  that  the 
eagle’s  talons  are  grasping  thin  air!  Always  popular, 
but  not  often  seen  in  this  high  grade . 2,450 

EUgh-Grade  1806  No  Stem  500 
1806  0-109.  Pointed  6,  No  Stem  through  claw. 
AU-50  (PCGS).  Famous  diecutting  error.  Lovely 

iridescent  surfaces . 2,150 

1806  0-109.  Pointed  6,  No  Stem  through  claw. 
EF-40  (NGC).  A  lovely  specimen  of  this  well- 

known  engraving  error . 850 

1806  O-109a.  EF-40  (ANACS) . 695 

1806  O-llla.  Rarity-4. 6  Over  Inverted  6.  VF-30 
(PCGS).  Late  die  state.  A  scarce  variety  that  is  very 
popular  and  in  demand  by  Guide  Book  variety  col¬ 
lectors .  1,395 

1806  0-115.  F-15.  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned.2751807 

0-103.  Rarity-3.  EF-40  (PCGS) . 850 

1807  0-102.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 2,295 

Lustrous  1807  Draped  Bust  500 
1807  0-102.  AU-50  (NGC).  Last  year  of  the  Draped 

Bust  series. . . 2,395 

1807  O-lOSa.  AU-58  (NGC).  Golden  and  blue  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 3,295 


Capped  Bust,  Lettered  Edge  Half  Dollars 

1808/7  0-101.  AU-50  (ANACS).  First  overdate  in 
the  new  Capped  Bust  series;  the  overdate  feature  is 


very  bold . 995 

1810  0-101.  EF-40.  Nicely  toned .  185 

1810  0-103.  AU-50  (NGC) . 459 

1814  0-105.  AU-55  (NGC) . 595 

18180-107.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 395 

1820/19  0-102.  Curl  2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  ...  1,395 
1820/19  0-102.  Curl  2.  AU-53  (NGC).  Lustrous. 
Half  dollars  dated  1820  are  the  scarcest  of  their  era, 

except  for  1815/2 . 875 

1824  0-108.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 8.50 

1827  0-138.  Rarity-4.  EF-45.  Light  rose  surfaces 

with  a  hint  of  sea  green  at  the  periphery . 495 

1830  0-115.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 295 

1830  0-102.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 295 

1834  0-114.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 295 

1834  0-1 13.  MS-61  (PCGS) . 495 

1834  0-103.  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 319 

1834  0-103.  AU-55  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 295 

1835  0-110.  Rarity  R-2.  MS-61  (NGC) . 595 

1836  0-120.  AU-55  (PCGS).  . . 295 


Capped  Bust,  Reeded  Edge  Half  Dollars 


Famous  1836  Reeded  Edge  Half  Dollar 
1836  Reeded  Edge.  EF-40  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  A  fa¬ 
mous  rarity.  Coins  of  the  Reeded  Edge  style  were 
minted  beginning  in  November  1836,  and  only  to 
the  extent  of  a  few  thousand  pieces  (some  say  the 
mintage  was  only  1 ,200,  but  it  was  more  Ukely  about 
4,000 — still  a  very  smaU  figure).  Year  in  and  year  out 
this  has  been  the  classic  Pliiladelphia  Mint  half  dol¬ 


lar  rarity  of  its  era . . . 2,295 

1836  Reeded  Edge.  F-12  (PCGS) .  1,195 


Mint  State  1837  Half  Dollar 
1837  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant.  Popular  as  a  type  coin, 
as  it  is  one  of  only  two  years  with  the  Capped  Bust 
obverse  in  combination  with  the  denomination  on 


the  reverse  expressed  as  50  CENTS . 2,095 

1837  MS-62  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 975 


1839  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  amber  surfaces . 469 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  of  Liberty  Seated  halfdoUars  includes 
many  interesting  pieces  within  this  popular  series. 
Over  the  years  many  speciaUsts  in  Liberty  Seated  half 
doUars  have  made  Bowers  and  Merena  GaUeries  their 
headquarters  for  scarce  and  rare  pieces.  We  invite  you 
to  join  them! 

1839  No  Drapery.  EF-40  (ANACS).  Nice  eye  ap¬ 
peal  with  gold  and  gray  surfaces.  Another  specimen 
of  the  first  major  variety  of  the  Liberty  Seated  series, 
the  No  Drapery  format  was  used  for  orJy  part  of  this 


year . 795 

1844  AU-58  (PCGS) . 295 

1844-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lighdy  toned . 325 

1847  AU-50 . 219 

1854  Arrows.  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant  centers  with 
hght  amber  peripheral  toning . 459 


Choice  1854-0  Arrows  Half  Dollar 
1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Experience  teaches 
us  that  the  mintmarked  issues  of  the  1853-1855  Ar¬ 
rows  coinage  (in  aU  denominations)  are  considerably 
scarcer  than  the  sometimes  sizable  mintage  figures  of 
those  dates  indicate.  Just  a  thought  for  the  attentive 
coUector  to  ponder! .  1,750 

1854- 0  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 285 

1855- S  Arrows.  F-15  (PCGS).  First  half  doUar  issue 

of  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  and  a  weU-known  rar¬ 
ity . 895 

Although  the  San  Francisco  Mint  opened  for  busi¬ 
ness  in  1854,  quarters  and  half  dollars  were  not  struck 
until  1855,  with  the  dime  foUowingin  1856  and  the  silver 
dollar  in  1859. 

1855-S  VG-10.  The  only  With  Arrows  issue  firom 
this  Mint  among  aU  No  Motto  Liberty  Seated  half 

doUars . 835 

1858  AU-55 .  235 

1858-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  centers 
with  soft  amber  peripheral  toning . 275 

1858- 0  AU-50 .  185 

1859- 0  MS-60  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  gold,  blue, 

and  gray  surfaces . 395 

1859-0  AU-58  (NGC) . 219 

1869  MS-61  (NGC).  Mostly  briUiant  with  a  whisper 

of  hght  golden  toning  at  the  rims . 545 

1869  AU-58.  Brilhant . 365 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  champagne 

surfaces .  1,350 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS) .  1,350 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces .  1,150 

1873  Arrows.  AU-55  (ANACS).  BriUiant  centers 

with  amber  peripheral  toning . 595 

Important  1873-CC  With  Arrows 
1873-CC  Arrows,  Small  Mintmark.  AU-50 

(PCGS).  BriUiant  and  lustrous.  First  year  that  half 
dollars  with  arrows  were  struck  at  Carson  City.  A  key 
issue  in  aU  grades,  especiaUy  in  Mint  State.  ..  3,850 
1873-S  AU-50.  Brilhant . 775 

Choice  1874  Arrows  Half  Dollar 

1874  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  choice  Mint  State 

specimen  of  this  short-hved  design  type.  A  splendid 
coin! . 3,750 
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1875-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  champagne.  .  675 

1876  Proof-61  (NGC).  Attractive  cameo . 495 

1877  Type  II  reverse.  Normal  Date.  AU-58.  Light 

amber  toning . 295 

I877AU-55(ANACS) . 215 

Gem  Mint  State  1879  Half  Dollar 
1879  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilhant  frosty  surfaces.  4,690 
1882  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne . 795 

Lovely  Gem  1891  Half  DoUar 

1891  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  golden  surfaces. 

Very  scarce  in  this  high  grade,  in  our  experience. 
Last  year  of  the  design . 3,595 

Barber  Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  begins  with  the  first  year  of  the  issue, 
1892,  and  continues  to  include  many  interesting  and 
desirable  dates  and  mintmarks.  Barber  coins  of  all 
kinds  have  enjoyed  great  popularity  in  recent  times — 
and  if  you  have  some  nice  pieces  for  sale,  please  let  us 
know.  “The  fastest  check  in  the  East”  awaits  you! 

1892  Proof-63.  Lovely  iridescent  surfaces . 795 

1892  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilhant.  Great  for  a  first-year- 

of-issue  type  set!  And,  quahty  such  as  this  is  hard  to 
find .  1,295 

1892-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lightly  toned  with  highhghts 
of  blue  and  gold.  Rare  in  aU  grades,  especially  in 
Mint  State .  1,095 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1893  Half  Dollar 

1893  Proof  67  (PCGS).  Deep  amber  and  blue  sur¬ 
faces . 7,995 


Frosty  Gem  1893  Half  Dollar 
1893  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Golden  surfrces  with  Liberty 


very  frosty . 4,200 

1893  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  hght 

golden  peripheral  toning .  1,050 

1893  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 595 

1894-S  EF-45.  Lightly  toned . 259 

1896  Proof-63  (NGC).  Brilhant . 750 

1897-0  VG- 10 . 325 

1899-0  AU-55.  Light  golden  surfaces . 575 


1900  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant  mirrored  fields  with 


lots  of  frost  on  devices . 3,795 

1900-S  EF-45.  Deeply  toned . 235 

1901  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 325 

1902- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  1,195 

1903- 0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  champagne . 455 

1905  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Light  amber  surfaces.  750 

1906  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Lovely .  1,495 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  surfaces.  995 

1911  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 395 

1911- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  1,895 

1912- D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning.  365 

1913  F-12 .  115 

1914  F-12 .  169 

1915  F-12 . 95 


1915-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surfaces.  1,275 
1915-D  AU-58  (PCGS). Lustrous  with  light  ton¬ 
ing . 375 


Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

In  1916  the  Treasury  Department  decided  to  rede¬ 
sign  the  current  American  silver  coinage,  which  con¬ 
sisted  of  the  dime,  quarter  dollar,  and  half  doUar  (the 
silver  dollar  not  having  been  coined  since  1904).  In¬ 
stead  of  relying  upon  the  Mint’s  engraving  staff,  invi¬ 
tations  were  set  out  to  leading  sculptors  and  artists, 
following  a  trend  that  had  been  initiated  by  President 
Theodore  Roosevelt  in  1905  when  he  arranged  with 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  to  redesign  the  coinage.  Af¬ 
ter  that  time,  private  artists  produced  a  variety  of  issues, 
including  the  1908  quarter  eagle  and  half  eagle  (Bela 
Lyon  Pratt),  the  1909  Lincoln  cent  (Victor  David 
Brenner),  and  the  1913  “Buffalo”  nickel  (James  Earle 
Fraser).  By  1916  the  Mint  also  had  utihzed  artists  from 
the  private  sector  to  do  certain  Panama-Pacific  Inter¬ 
national  Exposition  coins,  most  notably  Robert 
Aitken’s  work  on  the  immense  $50  octagonal  and 
round  pieces. 

In  1916  two  artists  were  finalists  in  the  silver  coin 
competition:  Hermon  A.  MacNeil — ^whose  1916 
Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollar  was  chosen — and 
Adolph  A.  Weinman.  The  latter  artist  designed  the 
“Mercury”  dime  and  the  present  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollar. 

The  result  was  a  design  which  today  is  stfil  acclaimed 
for  its  beauty  and  is  high  on  the  hst  of  numismatic  fa¬ 


Myetery  3ook:  Can 
One  be  Found? 

The  other  day  Frank  Van  Zandt  called 
to  inform  us  that  in  the  late  1850s  Joel 
Munsell,  historian  and  publisher  in  Albany, 
NY,  wrote  and  issued  a  book  about  the 
ship  S.S.  Central  America.  He  has  been 
looking  for  one  for  years  (he  collects 
Munsell-iana),  and,  immediately,  the  present 
editor  (QDB)  developed  an  interest  in  at 
least  borrowing  a  copy. 

Can  a  reader  help? 


vorites.  In  fact,  in  1986  when  the  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment  sought  a  motif  for  its  silver  “eagle”  bulhon  coins 
it  reached  back  to  the  1916  Liberty  Walking  half  dol¬ 
lar  as  the  best  motif  in  its  repertoire. 

The  obverse  motif  shows  Miss  Liberty  ivalking  accord¬ 
ing  to  popular  nomenclature,  or. stnifiVig.  The  1916Afmt 
Report  commented  as  follows  concerning  the  motif: 

The  design  of  the  half  dollar  bears  a  full-length  fig¬ 
ure  of  Liberty,  the  folds  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes  flying 
to  the  breeze  as  a  background,  progressing  in  full  stride 
toward  the  dawn  of  a  new  day,  carrying  branches  of 
laurel  and  oak,  symboHcal  of  civil  and  mihtary  glory. 
The  hand  of  the  figure  is  outstretched  in  bestowal  of 
the  spirit  of  Liberty.  The  reverse  of  the  half  doUar 
shows  an  eagle  perched  high  upon  a  mountain  crag,  his 
wings  unfolded,  fearless  in  spirit  and  conscious  of  his 
power.  Springing  from  a  rift  in  the  rock  is  a  sapUng  of 
mountain  pine,  symbohcal  of  America. 

Coinage  of  half  doUars  inl916took  place  at  aU  three 
active  mints:  Philadelphia,  Denver,  and  San  Francisco. 
The  branch  mint  issues  bore  the  letters  D  or  S  on  the 
obverse,  a  mintmark  position  not  seen  in  the  half  dol¬ 
lar  series  since  the  illustrious  New  Orleans  coins  of 
1838  and  1839.  In  1917  the  same  procedure  was  fol¬ 
lowed  for  a  time,  after  which,  part  way  through  the 
year,  the  mintmarks  were  relegated  to  the  reverse, 
where  they  remained  for  the  duration  of  the  series. 

From  1916  through  1921  halfdoUars  were  issued 
with  great  regularity,  minted  in  each  year.  In  the  last 
named  year  the  mintages  were  very  low,  due  to  pre- 
vaihng  economic  conditions  in  America. 

The  year  1922  was  skipped  entirely  for  circulation 
strike  mintage,  with  the  next  production  being  the 
1923-S.  After  that  there  was  no  Liberty  Walking  half 
doUar  coinage  in  1 925  or  1 926,  production  only  at  the 
San  Francisco  Mint  in  1927  and  1928,  only  at  the 
Denver  and  San  Francisco  mints  in  1929,  and  no  mint¬ 
age  at  aU  from  1930  to  1932.  It  is  interesting  from  a 
technical  viewpoint  that  certain  dates  of  the  1920s  for 
which  circulation  strike  halfdoUars  were  not  made  did, 
however,  see  some  commemoratives. 

In  1933,  Liberty  Walking  half  doUars  were  made 
only  at  San  Francisco.  Then,  beginning  in  1934,  pro¬ 
duction  became  regular  once  again,  at  aU  three  mints, 
a  procedure  kept  up  through  1938,  when  the  San 
Francisco  issue  was  omitted.  From  1939  onward  coin¬ 
age  was  continuous  more  or  less,  except  there  was  no 
1940-D  nor  was  there  a  1947-S. 

Numismatic  interest  in  Liberty  Walking  half  doUars 
began  in  a  big  way  in  the  mid- 1 930s,  coincident  with 
Wayte  Raymond’s  offering  of  his  “National”  coin  al¬ 
bums,  which  made  such  coins  interesting  to  coUect  in 
order  and  display.  By  this  time  most  of  the  earher  is¬ 
sues  had  long  since  slipped  into  circulation.  Today, 
numismatists  recognize  that  the  majority  ofissues  from 
1917  through  1929  are  indeed  elusive  in  Mint  State. 
Issues  of  1916  are  by  no  means  plentiful,  but  more 
seem  to  have  been  saved  due  to  the  first  year  of  issue. 

While  the  design  of  the  1916  half  doUar  was  at  once 
elegant  and  appeaUng,  and  garnered  many  paragraphs 
of  praise  from  coin  coUectors  and  artists,  at  the  Mint 
there  were  great  difficulties  experienced  in  striking  the 
pieces  up  fuUy.  As  a  result,  the  vast  majority  ofaU  Lib¬ 
erty  Walking  half  doUars  have  some  Ughtness  of  strike 
in  the  higher  parts,  particularly  the  center  of  the  ob¬ 
verse  in  the  highest  relief,  including  the  skirt  hnes. 
Today,  the  astute  buyer  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dol¬ 
lars  has  at  least  four  considerations  determining  the 
value  of  one  of  these  pieces: 

1.  Numerical  or  technical  grade,  expressed  as  MS- 
60,  MS-61,  and  so  on. 

2.  Striking  quahty,  typicaUy  expressed  as  “average,” 
“better  than  average,”  or  “sharp.”  However,  the  lat¬ 
ter  category  is  rarely  needle-sharp,  as  such  pieces  sim¬ 
ply  weren’t  made  for  certain  of  the  issues. 

3.  Aesthetic  quahty — attractiveness  of  toning,  lustre, 
and  overaU  visual  appeal. 

4.  Rarity  (frequency  of  appearance)  at  a  given  grade. 

In  general,  Philadelphia  Mint  pieces  are  more  sharply 
struck  than  are  those  at  the  branch  mints.  This  was-due 
to  spacing  of  the  dies  in  the  coinage  press,  a  situation 
that  has  a  counterpart  in  other  denominations,  most 
notably  the  Buffalo  nickel  series  (in  which  Philadel¬ 
phia  pieces  are  generaUy  decently  struck,  and  Denver 
and  San  Francisco  issues  vary  considerably).  Don 
Taxay  in  U.S.  Mint  and  Coinage  notes:  “Most  speci¬ 
mens  issued  prior  to  World  War  II  are  too  weak  to 
show  the  striated  (for  red)  stripes,  the  branch  hand,  or 
Miss  Liberty’s  headgear.”  Similarly  and  more  dratnati- 
caUy,  Walter  Breen  has  written  that  the  only  issues  that 
are  really  sharp  strikes  are  certain  1 9 1 6  and  1917  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  coins  and  Proofs  minted  from  1936  and 
1942  (and,  note  that  he  did  not  say  these  were  fully 
struck).  Thus,  circulation  strikes  within  the  entire  se¬ 
ries  exist  in  varying  degrees  of  sharpness  to  mount  a 
challenge  to  the  discerning  speciahst,  with  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  a  completely  sharply  struck  set  an  impossibil¬ 
ity.  To  paraphrase  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon,  this  is  hke 
playing  a  round  of  golf  in  1 8  strokes;  in  theory  it  is  pos¬ 
sible,  but  no  one  has  ever  come  close  to  doing  it. 

For  a  long  time,  numismatists  who  have  been  par¬ 
ticular  about  quality  have  made  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  their  headquarters  for  half  dollars  of  the  1 9 1 6- 
1 947  design  type.  If  you  are  at  all  particular,  we  know 
you  will  be  dehghted  with  the  pieces  offered  herewith. 


Gem  1916-S  Half  DoUar 

1916-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One 
of  the  nicest  1916-S  halfdoUars  we’ve  ever  had  in 
stock.  Popular  obverse  mintmark  style . 4,950 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilhant . 950 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS) . 295 

1918- D  AU-53  (PCGS) . 425 

Brilliant,  Beautiful  and  Rare  1919  50^ 

1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant.  A  lovely  specimen  of 

this  highly  prized  and  very  elusive  Philadelphia  Mint 
date . 3,650 

Lustrous  1919-S  50^ 

1919- S  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  lovely  and  lustrous 

coin  that  will  surely  please.  Rare  in  all  high 
grades . 1,850 

1919-S  EF-40.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  at  the  EF- 
40  level.  A  key  to  the  series . 875 

1919-S  EF-40  (ANACS).  A  very  desirable  example 
of  this  hard-to-find  San  Francisco  issue . 875 

Gem  1920  Half  DoUar 

1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant.  Much  rarer  in  gem 
condition  than  generaUy  beheved.  One  of  many  re- 
aUy  outstanding  Liberty  Walking  half  doUars  Usted 
here.  If  quality  is  your  forte,  you’ve  come  to  the  right 


place! . 4,650 

1920-S  AU-50  (ANACS).  A  nice  original  example 

with  hght  toning .  395\ 

1927-S  MS-65  (HALLMARK) . 2,950 

1929-D  MS-63.  Brilhant . 675 

1933-S  MS-63.  Brilhant .  1,150 


Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  can  be  classified  in  two 
convenient  groups,  including  the  rarities  of  the  teens  and 
20S  and  the  much  higher  mintages  of  the  30’s  and  40’s. 
Many  collect  the  “short  set”  from  1934  through  1947. 
This  1933-S  issue,  therefore,  is  caught  in  between,  being 
a  much  scarcer  issue,  yet  generally  not  included  as  part  of 


the  short  set  coins. 

1933-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilhant .  1,150 

1933- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  1,150 

1934  MS-65.  BrUhant . 379 

1934  MS-65  (NGC).  L^t  champagne  iridescence. 379 
1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 379 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 459 


1934- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant.  A  lot  of  coin  for  the 

money.  The  MS-64  grade  is  ever  so  sUghdy  lower  in 
grade  than  an  MS-65,  but,  to  paraphrase  Geoige  M. 
Cohan,  what  a  difference  in  price!  Value  personified! 
Whether  you  hve  in  New  RocheUe  (the  Cohan  con¬ 
nection)  or  on  Mercer  Island,  if  you  coUect  Liberty 
Walking  half  doUars  and  want  a  1934-S  combining 
high  grade  with  low  price,  this  is  it! .  1,199 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS) . 309 

1935- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  hght  golden 

toning.  A  very  attractive  example  of  this  issue. 
Rather  rare  in  the  context  of  Liberty  Walking  half 
doUars  from  this  decade .  1,350 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 659 

Lovely  Gem  Proof  1936  50^ 

1936  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilhant  and  highly  lustrous 
with  a  hint  of  pale  champagne  toning  on  the  reverse. 
A  pleasing  gem  with  a  modicum  of  cameo  contrast 


present . 3,695 

Frosty  Proof  1936  50j! 

1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous.  3,695 
1936  MS-66  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 265 

1936  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  149 

1936-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilhant . 355 

1936-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 355 

1936- S  MS-66  (NGC)  Brilhant .  1,095 

1937  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilhant . 269 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 269 

1937  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant .  155 

1937  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 72 

1937- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilhant . 839 

1937-D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 425 

1937- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 445 

1938  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 550 

1938  Proof-62.  BriUiant . 435 

1938- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 925 

A  key  issue  of  the  era,  the  lowest  mintage  circulation 
strike  half  dollar  of  the  1930s.  Only  491 ,600  were  struck. 

1938- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 609 

1939  MS-65  (PCGS) .  139 

1939- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilhant . 275 

1939- D  MS-65.  Brilhant .  155 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 419 

1940  Proof-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 379 

1940  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  hght  champagne 

surfaces . 219 

1940  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant  center  with  yeUow 
peripheral  toning . 219 

1940  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant .  129 

1940- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,165 

1940-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 439 

1941  Proof-67  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 895 

1941  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilhant . 525 

1941  Proof-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 525 

1941  Proof-65.  BriUiant . 395 

1941  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilhant . 395 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 395 

1941  Proof-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  ...> . 279 

1941  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  169 

1941  MS-65.  Brilhant .  109 

1941  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilhant .  109 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  109 

1941  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant . 52 


1941  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 43 

1941-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilhant .  179 

1941-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  179 

1941-D  MS-65.  BriUiant .  129 

1941-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  129 

1941-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  .  95 

1941-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,175 

1941-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  surfeces.  1,175 

1941- S  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  199 

1942  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 895 

1942  Proof-65.  BriUiant . 395 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 395 

1942  MS-67  (NGC).  BriUiant . 575 

1942  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant .  175 

1942  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant  centers  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning .  109 

1942  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilhant .  109 

1942  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  109 

1942  MS-64.  BriUiant . 47 

1942  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 47 

1942  MS-63.  Brilhant . 43 

1942  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 43 

1942- D  MS-66.  BriUiant . 249 

1942-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  hght  gold  toning . 249 

1942-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  179 

1942-D  MS-63.  BriUiant . 69 

Superb  Gem  1942-S  50^ 

1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant.  A  condition  rarity  so 

fine! .  1,895 

1942-S  MS-65.  BriUiant . 569 

1942-S  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 569 

1942-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 569 

1942- S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 55 

1943  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilhant .  169 

1943  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant .  109 

1943  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  109 

1943  MS-64.  BriUiant . 45 

1943  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 45 

1943  MS-63.  BriUiant . 43 

1943  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 43 

1943  MS-60.  BriUiant . 29 

1943- D  MS-66.  BriUiant .  179 

1943-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  179 

1943-D  MS-65.  BriUiant .  125 

1943-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  125 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 409 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 409 


Enjoy  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars?  Collecting  them 
is  a  pleasure  when  you  buy  from  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries.  We  look  “beyond  the  grading  number”  and 
acquire  coins  that  are  visually  appealing  and  among  the 
finest  in  their  grade  category.  It  is  no  wonder  that  for 
years,  indeed  decades,  we  have  helped  to  form  some  of  the 
finest  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  collections  ever  as¬ 


sembled. 

1943- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 46 

1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  109 

1944  MS-64  (PCGS) . 49 

1944  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 43 

1944- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  115 

Outstanding  1944-S  Half  Dollar 
1944-S  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,675 

Superb  1944-S  Half  DoUar 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,675 

1944-S  MS-65.  BriUiant . 475 

1944-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant  centers  with  golden 
peripheral  toning . 475 

1944- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 79 

1945  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant .  179 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS) .  105 

1945  MS-64.  BriUiant . 47 

1945  MS-64  (NGC) . 47 

1945  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 47 

1945  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 47 

1945  MS-63.  BriUiant . 43 

1945  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 43 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 31 

1945- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  179 

1945-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur&ces.  179 

1945-D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 99 

1945-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 43 

1945-S  MS-65.  BriUiant .  149 

1945-S  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant .  149 

1945-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 52 

1946  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 435 

1946  MS-65.  BriUiant .  145 

1946  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant .  145 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces .  145 


One  coin  at  a  time —  Use  this  fisting  to  start,  or  add 
to,  a  fine  collection  of  Liberty  Walking  half  doUars.  We 
invite  you  to  sign  up  with  Gail  or  Debbie  and  become  a 
member  of  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program.  In  this  way 
we  wifi  make  automatic  shipments  to  you  of the  coinsyou 
want  and  of  the  grades  and  quality  you  desire,  all  backed 
by  our  guarantee  of  satisfaction.  Sign  up  today! 


1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  145 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with  a  whisper  of 

golden  toning  at  the  rims .  145 

1946-D  MS-66.  BriUiant .  199 

1946-D  MS-65.  BriUiant . 99 

1946-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 99 

1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  119 

1946-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 55 

1947  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 359 

1947  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 359 

1947  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant .  165 

1947  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 55 

1947  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 49 
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(confiri.'ed  pjck’  1) 

In  Search  of  Columbus 


spects  the  portraits  are  the  same. 

A  December  5, 1892  Post  Office  circu¬ 
lar,  quoted  in  Mekeel’s  Weekly  Stamp  News, 
described  the  highest  denomination 
Columbian  stamp  as  follows: 

“Five  Dollar.  Profile  of  head  of  Co¬ 
lumbus  after  a  cast  provided  by  the  Trea¬ 
sury  Department  for  the  souvenir  50-cent 
piece  authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress. 
The  profile  is  in  a  circle,  on  the  right  of 
which  is  the  figure  of  America,  repre¬ 
sented  by  a  female  Indian  with  a  crown  of 
feathers,  and  on  the  left,  a  figure  of  Lib¬ 
erty,  both  figures  being  in  a  sitting  pos¬ 
ture.  Color,  black.” 

Like  the  Columbian  half  doUar,  the  $5 
Columbian  stamp  was  widely  criticized  at 
the  time  of  issue.  The  problem  wasn’t  its 
design  but  its  high  value  and  the  fact  that  it 


served  Uttle  practical  purpose  other  than  to 
separate  philatehsts  from  their  cash.  Fewer 
than  30,000  $5  stamps  were  issued. 

Sales  of  Columbian  half  dollars  also  were 
disappointing.  MiUions  of  unsold  coins 
were  melted.  Others  were  released  at  face 
value  in  1894,  an  action  the  Washington  Star 
described  as  “the  closing  chapter  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  an  unsuccessful  venture.” 

Ofcoune,  times  and  perceptions  change. 
Today  in  2000,  many  seasoned  collectors 
fondly  recall  the  acquisition  of  a  Columbian 
half  dollar  as  one  of  their  early  triumphs.  No 
longer  is  the  accuracy  or  inaccuracy  of 
Barber’s  portrait  a  concern.  Instead,  the 
Columbian  half  dollar  is  prized  for  what  it  is, 
the  first  in  a  long  line  of  commemorative  50- 
cent  pieces  and,  for  some,  an  introduction  to 
numismatics. 


1947-D  MS-65  (NGC).  BnUiant .  109 

1947-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 109 

1947-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  109 

1947-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lighdy  toned . 47 

1947-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  have  purchased 
a  little  hoard  of  choice,  lustrous  specimens,  each 
graded  by  PCGS.  Buy  one  for . 43 

Franklin  Half  Dollars 

Franldin  half  dollars  have  been  selling!  And,  we  have 
been  buying!  AH  of  this  equates  to  our  having  a  very 
nice  inventory,  one  that  will  please  the  condition-con¬ 
scious  buyer.  The  completion  of  a  set,  1948-1963,  is 
within  the  reach  ofjust  about  everyone.  If you ’re  on  a 
budget,  consider  MS-63,  equivalent  to  choice  Mint 
State.  If  you  have  extra  funds  in  your  checking  ac¬ 
count,  consider  MS-64  or  MS-65,  and  search  for  fuUy 
struck  coins  with  Full  Bell  Lines.  Our  selection  is  of 


very  high  quaUty. 

1948  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS)  Brilhant .  185 

1948  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  119 

1948-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 295 

1948-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 29 

1948- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 19 

1949  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 895 

1949  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  125 

1949- D  MS-64  FBL.  Brilhant . 295 

1949-D  MS-64  FBL  (ANACS).  Mostly  brilhant  with 

a  hint  ofhght  golden  toning.  Oh  so  close  to  MS-65, 

but  oh  so  &r  away  in  price!  . 295 

1949-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 65 


DISCOVER  BOWERS  AND  MERENA:  Ifyou 
like  QUALITY  coins,  as  we  do,  and  you  want  excellent 
VALUE  for  your  money,  discover  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  by  placing  a  trial  order  today.  Do  this,  and  you’ll 
be  a  client  for  many  years.  In  fact,  some  of our  clients  have 
been  with  us  since  we  started  our  business  in  1 953!  (The 
number  gets  smaller  each  year,  due  to  the  human  predica¬ 


ment  of  not  being  able  to  Uve  forever!) 

1950  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 295 

1950-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Ligfit  gold  sur&ces.  189 
1950-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  189 

1950- D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  125 

1951  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 85 

1951  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 65 

1951  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 18 

1 95 1- D  MS-64  FBL.  Brilhant . 115 

195 1- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Deeply  toned . 95 

1952  MS-65  FBL  (ANACS) . 205 

1952- D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 39 

1953  MS-65  Brilhant .  195 

1953- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 55 

1953-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 35 

1953-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilhant . 79 

1953- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 79 

1954  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 259 

1954  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 45 

1954  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 35 

1954  MS-63.  Brilhant . 12 

1954- D  MS-65  FBL.  Brilhant . 235 

1954-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 235 

1954-D  MS-65.  Brilhant .  159 

1954-D  MS-64  FBL.  Brilhant . 45 

1954-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 45 

1954-D  MS-64.  Brilhant . 25 

1954-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 29 

1954-S  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . . . 55 

1954-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 55 

1954-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces  with  half 

moon  ofhght  rainbow  iridescent  toning  on  the  ob- 

vene . 55 

1954-S  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 69 

1954-S  MS-64.  BriUiant .  19 

1954-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  19 

1954-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 12 

1955  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 49 

1955  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 39 

1956  Proof-68  Cameo.  (NGC).  BriUiant .  159 

1956  Proof-67  Cameo.  (NGC).  BriUiant . 75 

1956  MS-66  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 95 

1956  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilhant  centers  with  golden 

peripheral  toning . 49 


1956  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 49 

1956  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 35 

1956  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 12 

1957  MS-65  (ANACS).  BriUiant . 65 

1957  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  iridescent  sur&ces.  ..  65 

1957  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 65 

1957  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 65 

1957  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 45 

1957- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 225 

1957  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1958  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 65 

1958  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned . 65 

1958  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant  centers  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 65 

1958  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 19 

1958  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 25 

1958  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 12 

1958- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 200 

1958-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 45 

1958-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 35 

1958- D  MS-63.  BriUiant . 12 

1959  MS-65  FBL.  BriUiant . 245 

1959  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 245 

1959  MS-65.  BriUiant .  145 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant  centers  with  hght  gold 

peripheral  toning .  145 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant . . . : .  145 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lighdy  toned .  145 

1959  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 49 

1959  MS-63.  BriUiant . 12 

1959- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 275 

While  we  have  a  great  stock  of  Franldin  half  dollars, 
it  will  help  you  and  also  help  us  ifyou  have  second  choices 
in  mind  when  you  telephone,  Ax,  or  mail  your  order. 

1959-D  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant .  165 

1959-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 55 

1959-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 35 

1959- D  MS-63.  Brilhant . 12 

1960  Proof-67  (PCGS) . 49 

1960  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 395 

1960  MS-65.  Brilhant .  165 

1960  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  165 

1960  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 55 

1960  MS-63.  BriUiant .  12 

1960- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 95 

1960-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 65 

1960-D  MS-63.  BriUiant . 12 

1960- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 12 

1961  Proof-67  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 55 

1961  Proof-65.  BriUiant .  19 

1961  Proof-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  19 

1961  MS-65.  Brilhant . 235 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant  with  hght  gold  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 235 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilhant . 235 

1961  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 235 

1961  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  160 

1961  MS-63.  Brilhant .  12 

196 1- D  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 450 

196 1-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 450 

1961-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Liglit  golden  surfaces.  450 

196 1-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 85 

1961-D  MS-64.  BriUiant . 28 

1961-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Light  golden  surfaces.28 

1961-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  BriUiant . 28 

1961-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Lighdy  toned . 28 

1961-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 28 

1961-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 45 

1961-D  MS-63.  BriUiant .  12 

1961- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 12 

1962  Proof-68  (NGC).  BriUiant . 79 

1962  Proof-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 32 

1962  Proof-65.  BriUiant .  19 

1962  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 245 

1962  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 245 

1962  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 185 

1962  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 25 

1962  MS-63.  BriUiant .  12 

1962- D  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 365 

1962-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 365 

1962-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 85 

1962-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 25 


1962-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 25 

1962- D  MS-63.  BriUiant . 12 

Our  stock  ofFranklin  half  dollars  varies  fromjust  one 
or  two  ofeach  variety  to  scads  of  them,  this  latter  situation 
being  true  for  the  t962-D. 

1963  Proof-68  (NGC).  BriUiant . 79 

1963  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo.  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 735 

1963  Proof  66  Cameo.  (HALLMARK).  BriUiant.39 

1963  Proof-65.  BriUiant .  19 

1963  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 79 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 79 

1963  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 85 

1963  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 19 

1963  MS-63.  BriUiant .  12 

1963  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  12 

1963- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 265 

1963-D  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 79 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 79 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning. ...  79 

1963-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 35 

1963-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 19 

1963-D  MS-63.  BriUiant . 12 

1963-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 9 


Kennedy  Half  Dollars 

1 969- S  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo.  (PCGS) .  BriUiant.  1 9 

1970- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 

A  scarce  issue  from  our  own  time . 39 

1974-S  Proof-68  Ultra  Cameo.  (NGC).  BriUiant.15 
1976-S  Silver.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
hant  . 65 


SILVER  DOLLARS 


For  decades,  knowledgeable  silver  doUar  coUectors 
have  turned  to  Bowers  and  Merena  for  quahty  coins 
and  great  value.  Long-time  customers  know  that 
when  quality  counts,  they  can  count  on  us  to  dehver. 
SUver  dollars  have  long  been  one  of  our  specialties  and 
we  are  justifiably  proud  of  the  fact  that  we  have  been 
instrumental  in  forming  some  of  the  finest  sUver  dol¬ 
lar  coUections  ever  assembled. 

We  offer  a  nice  selection  of  early  doUars — particu¬ 
larly  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series — then  go  in  a  truly 
grand  and  impressive  way  into  Morgan  and  Peace  dol¬ 
lars.  We  have  dates  and  grades  to  suit  every  coUecting 
interest,  including  desirable  branch  mint  rarities  and 
other  popular  issues.  We  look  forward  to  your  order. 

Draped  Bust  Dollars 

1799  Bowers  Borckardt-151.  Rarity-5.  EF-45 

(PCGS) .  1,395 

1799  Bowers  Borckardt-160.  VF-30  (PCGS). 
Light  iridescent  toning . 895 


Miscellany 


Does  Anyone  Have  This  Letter? 

The  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine,  Au¬ 
gust  1942,  carried  an  item  noting  that  the 
firm  of  Goodspeed’s,  the  well-known  rare 
book  and  autograph  dealers,  printed  a  cata¬ 
logue  offering: 

Hall,  Captain  Basil.  Author,  traveler; 
wrote  of  his  travels  in  the  U.S.  during  1827- 
1828.  Autograph  document  signed,  one 
page,  quarto,  1823,  reporting  the  loss  of 
American  silver  dollars  from  the  shipment 
on  board  the  H.M.S.  Conway.  Hall  lists  the 
silver  pieces  that  reached  Britain,  giving  the 
number  of  pieces  of  each  year,  including  two 
of  the  excessively  scarce  1804  U.S.  dollars. 

Apart  from  the  foregoing,  the  editor 
(QDB)  knows  nothing  of  this  letter.  Con¬ 
cerning  the  “American  silver  dollars,”  unless 
the  letter  specifies  that  they  are  United 
States  silver  dollars,  “American  silver  dol¬ 
lars”  could  refer  to  eight-reales  or  “dollars” 
made  elsewhere  in  the  Americas,  such  as 
from  Mexico  down  to  South  America,  in 
which  instance  1804-dated  “dollars”  would 
not  be  unusual.  In  any  event,  it  would  be 
interesting  to  know  of  the  list  “giving  the 
number  of  pieces  of  each  year.” 

The  “excessively  scarce”  comment  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  1804  dollars  would  have  been 
added  by  Goodspeed’s,  for  in  1823,  when 
the  letter  was  written.  United  States  dollars 
dated  1804  were  not  viewed  as  being  rare. 
In  fact,  as  of  1823,  no  1804-dated  United 
States  dollars  existed,  as  the  first  such  pieces 
were  not  struck  until  1834  (the  discussion 
of  which  is  beyond  the  scope  of  the  present 
“filler,”  but  will  be  found  in  standard  numis¬ 
matic  reference  books,  including  the  writer’s 
The  Rare  Silver  Dollars  dated  1804  and  the 
Exciting  Adventures  of  Edmund  Roberts  pub¬ 
lished  in  1999). 

A  Nice  Letter  from  Nevada 

It  is  backlog<atching-upAwith-time,  and 
this  letter  from  I.D.  was  written  on  July 
16, 1998.  Perhaps  what  we  should  do  is 
have  a  300-page  issue  and  print  all  of  our 
backlog. 

I  hope  you  will  excuse  the  paper  as  I  have 

!to  do  this  before  I  forget  it  (just  kidding). 
Old  age,  you  know.  How  could  I  forget  the 
three  purchases  I  have  made  from  your  fine 

[company  and  staff?  You  all  have  made  me  a 
customer  for  whatever  life  span  I  have  left 
If  your  company  had  not  put  the  ad  in 
Coin  World  about  the  newly  discovered  Wells 
Fargo  Bank  Nevada  gold  hoard  our  paths 
would  have  never  crossed,  because  any  item 
that  has  to  do  with  Nevada  gets  my  undi¬ 
vided  attention. 


My  first  purchase  from  your  fine  organiza¬ 
tion  was  the  Wells  Fargo  1908  double  eagle 
which  was  handled  by  Gail.  My  second  pur¬ 
chase  from  you  was  very  nice  as  well,  a  1 91 2 
quarter  eagle.  Since  then,  my  other  pur¬ 
chases,  including  books  sent  by  Mary  Tocci, 
have  been  great,  too. 

While  I  wanted  to  write  to  compliment 
you  on  your  fine  staff  and  really  wonderful 
coins,  I  also  want  to  say  that  I  read  every  item 
that  you  write  in  your  Rare  Coin  Review  arid 
Coin  Collector.  In  the  July/ August  [1998] 
issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  you  wrote  in 
your  Question  and  Answer  Forum  in  reply ' 
to  a  client’s  questions  about  early 
commemoratives  1 892-1 954.  This  commen¬ 
tary  brought  back  some  memories  from  my 
childhood  as  a  boy  of  10  growing  up  in  the 
Fremont  District  of  Las  Vegas  selling  news¬ 
papers  on  the  streets  there  when  they  still 
used  the  Morgan  and  Peace  “cartwheels”  for 
the  slot  machines.  From  the  time  I  was  10 
until  I  was  14, 1  was  able  to  save  somewhat 
over  4,000  of  these  silver  dollars— this  being 
back  in  1943  to  1948,  when  Las  Vegas  was 
rather  quiet  and  the  “Strip”  had  not  been 
built. 

These  silver  dollars  were  kept  in  the  bank 
after  I  joined  the  Navy  in  1950,  from  which 
I  retired  in  1976.  I  then  worked  for  an  oil 
company  for  10  years,  until  1986,  and  since 
that  time  have  been  devoting  a  lot  of  atten¬ 
tion  to  recapturing  my  childhood  enthusi¬ 
asm  for  coins.  I  found  the  grading  situation 
puzzling,  but,  fortunately,  along  came  David 
Hall  and  PCGS,  which,  so  far  as  I  was  con¬ 
cerned,  was  long  overdue.  The  first  thing  I 
did  was  send  all  of  my  silver  dollars— I  counted 
them  and  there  were  4,21 6— to  PCGS  to  get 
certified.  From  these  I  realized  three  full  sets 
of  Morgan  silver  dollars  MS-60  to  MS-65  and 
four  sets  of  Peace  dollars  grading  MS-64  to 
MS-66.  Pretty  good,  don’t  you  think?  I  also 
added  two  Proof  1895  dollars,  which  were 
never  in  circulation.  My  best  1889-CC  is  MS- 
64  and  my  best  1893-S  is  MS-63.  Well  so 
much  for  these. 

I  then  turned  to  early  commemoratives 
from  1892  to  1954. 1  enjoy  my  coins,  and  I 
wish  that  others  would  look  at  the  positive 
side  of  collecting. 

In  closing  I  want  to  thank  you  again  for 
your  fine  organization  and  staff  and  the  ser¬ 
vice  that  I  have  received  from  them,  and  will 
be  calling  on  them  again  now  that  I  am  into 
the  gold  coins. 

Regards, 

[ID.] 

P.S.:  You  have  said  you  enjoy  hearing  I 
from  readers.  I  hope  this  is  not  too  long. 


Tlie  Coin  Collector  m  July  31,  2000 
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Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

Liberty  Seated  dollats  are  among  the  most  elusive  of 
all  U.S.  design  types.  Virtually  every  date  in  the  series 
can  be  considered  rare  in  Mint  State,  and  even  in  EF 
or  finer,  this  series  presents  an  amazing  challenge  to  the 
date  collector.  Curiously  enough,  and  quite  enticing 
to  potential  buyers,  current  prices  do  not  really  reflect 
the  overall  rarity  of  the  series.  Good  values  can  be 
found  in  our  fisting,  which  is  among  the  nicest  we  have 
ever  had.  We  offer  sometliing  for  everyone — from 
entry-level  coins  to  treasures  for  the  advanced  collec¬ 


tor. 

1841  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1842  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  champagne . 750 

1843  AU-50  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 650 


1846  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces. .  1,195 
1850-0  VF-35  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned.  A  scarce  New 
Orleans  Mint  issue  from  just  the  second  year  of 
branch  mint  coinage  in  the  denomination. ..  1,095 

Lovely  Mint  State  1853  Dollar 
1853  MS-61  (PCGS).  Golden  and  rose  surfaces.  Very 
elusive  in  Mint  State,  as  are  any  and  all  silver  dollars 
of  this  era.  Most  were  melted  or  exported.  ..  3,195 
1855  VF-20.  Very  elusive  today,  as  it  has  been  for 


nearly  a  century  and  a  half  In  1859,  Dr.  M.W. 

Dickeson  called  the  1855  “scarce.” .  1,950 

1859-0  MS-61.  Lustrous  and  brilliant  with  a  trace 
of  rose  at  the  rims.  One  of  just  a  few  dates  in  the 
series  that  can  be  found  in  Mint  State  with  any 
regularity .  1,095 

1859- 0  MS-60.  Light  champagne  surfaces . 995 

1860- 0  MS-61  (NGC) .  1,095 

1860-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  995 


Doubly  Rare  1862  Proof  $1 

1862  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  doubly  rare 
coin — rare  as  a  Proof  and  equally  rare  in  any  form  as 
a  date.  Lots  of  value  here,  in  our  opinion.  Rarity 
never  goes  out  of  style!  . 3,250 

Proof  1862  $1  Rarity 

1862  Net  Proof-62.  Brilliant,  cleaned  some  time  ago, 
and  with  some  verdigris.  Net  Proof-62  seems  to  be 
a  good  designation.  The  1862  date  is  very  elusive, 
and  the  current  Guide  Book  catalogues  $950  in  EF- 
40  grade.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  for  this  Proof  at 
just .  1,950 

1866  With  Motto.  EF-45,  Lustrous  silver  gray  with 
rose  highlights.  Nicely  struck.  The  first  year  of  sil¬ 
ver  dollar  coinage  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  as 
part  of  the  design . 495 

Choice  Proof  1870  Dollar 

1870  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A lovejy  speci^jen, 

and  quite  rare  as  such .  5,650 

1871  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous  gold  surfaces.  1 ,550 

1872  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Deep  iridescent  sut&ces.  3,195 

Mint  State  1872  $1 

1872  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  hard  to  find, 
especially  in  relation  to  the  tremendous  demand  for 


coins  of  this  quality . 2,950 

1872  MS-62.  Lustrous  champagne  surfaces.  .  1 ,450 

1873  MS-60.  Brilliant .  1,295 


Morgan  Silver  Dollars 

We  are  the  indisputable  world’s  leader — or  at  least 
we  think  we  are — ^when  it  comes  to  buying  rare  qual¬ 
ity  Morgan  silver  dollars.  Read,  study,  and  critique  the 
following  fisting  and  you  will  agree  that  it  is  one  of  the 
finest  selections  of  Morgan  dollars  we  have  offered  in 
recent  times. 

Check  out  our  current  selection,  then  call  our  Di¬ 
rect  Sales  team  (Gail  Watson  and  Debbie  McDonald). 
Just  a  few  days  after  you  place  your  order  (even  quicker 
if  you  desire  overnight  delivery;  ask  about  the  details), 
some  of  the  most  beautiful  Morgan  dollars  you’ve  ever 
seen  will  be  arriving  in  your  mailbox! 

For  some  of  the  more  plentiful  dates,  we  may  be  sev¬ 
eral  coins  “deep”  in  inventory,  while  some  of  the  rare 
dates  fisted  may  be  one-of-a-kind  in  our  stock.  Our 
best  advice  is  to  order  early  to  be  assured  of  your  se¬ 
lection. 

Right  now,  Morgan  dollars  are  among  the  most 
widely  collected  of  all  American  coins.  In  fact,  among 
19th-(and  early  20th)-century  series,  they  are  the  un¬ 
disputed  leader.  And,  as  well  they  should  be!  A  basic 
set  of  dates  and  mints  comprises  sfiglitly  fewer  than  100 
coins,  most  of  which  are  available  in  attractive  Mint 
State  grades  for  less  than  several  hundred  dollars  per 
coin,  with  some  of  the  dates  available  for  a  lot  less. 

A  truly  knowledgeable  numismatist  typically  seeks  “a 
lot  of  coin  for  the  money.”  There  may  be  no  better 
place  in  numismatics  than  the  Morgan  dollar  series 
when  it  comes  to  value  and  quality.  For  instance,  a 
complete  collection,  including  one  of  each  date  and 
mint  ofMorgan  dollars,  is  actually  obtainable  for  most 
collectors,  the  major  “stopper”  being  the  1 895  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  Proof-only  coin.  If  you  modify  your  goal 
to  include  one  of  each  date  and  mint  actually  struck  for 
circulation,  you  can  readily  put  together  an  absolutely 
complete  set.  Many  collectors  purchase  as  many  of  the 
dates  as  are  affordable  in  Mint  State,  and  then  add  the 
tarities  such  as  the  1889-CC,  1893-S,  and  1895-0 
issues  in  slightly  circulated  grades.  With  so  many  op¬ 
tions  available,  is  it  any  wonder  that  Morgan  dollars  are 
so  popular? 


1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal 
for  a  type  set.  Not  rare  in  an  absolute  sense,  but  there 
is  such  a  demand  for  the  variety  that  examples  in 
Mint  State  can  be  very  hard  to  find  when  you  want 

one!  This  piece  is  very  nice! .  1,425 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  DMPL 

(PCGS).  BriUiant . 995 

1878  VAM-38.  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63 

(ANACS).  BriUiant .  149 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  DMPL  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  very  rare  in  DMPL . 795 

Superb  Gem  1878-CC  Dollar 
1878-CC  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant.  Lovely  to  behold! 
Lots  of  history,  lots  of  romance  with  this  issue.  And, 
among  the  1878-CC  doUars  in  numismatic  hands, 
few  can  equal  the  quality  of  this  particular  specimen. 


CaU  to  ordet  it!  . 4,950 

1878-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 255 

1878-CC  MS63  DMPL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 219 

1878-CC  MS-63  (PCGS) .  165 

1878-CC  MS-62  (GSA).  BriUiant .  145 

1878-S  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant  centers  with  beau¬ 
tiful  golden  peripheral  toning .  1,215 

1878-S  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,215 

1878-S  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  BriUiant . 349 

1878-S  MS-65.  BriUiant . 235 

1878-S  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 235 

1878-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 62 

1878-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1878- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 46 

1879  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,075 

1879  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,075 

1879  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,850 

1879  MS-64  BriUiant .  125 

1879  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  125 

1879  MS-64  (PCGS)  BriUiant .  125 

Gem  1879-0  Dollar 

1879- 0  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant.  A  lovely  gem — (at 

finet  than  usuaUy  seen . 3,395 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (NGC) . 345 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-62  (NGC) .  175 

1879-S  MS-67  (NGC).  BriUiant . 795 

1879-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 255 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 255 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with  fight  amber 

peripheral  toning . 255 

1879-S  MS-65.  BriUiant . 99 

1879-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 99 

1879-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  lover  gold, 

green  and  rose  toning . 99 

1879-S  MS-64.  BriUiant . 49 

1879-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 49 

1879-S  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant . 49 

1879-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 49 

1879-S  MS-63  BriUiant . 35 

1879-S  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 35 

1879-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 35 

1879- S  MS-63  (PCI).  BriUiant . 35 

Frosty  1880/79-CC  Morgan  DoUar 
1880/79-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A 
brilliant  and  fiosty  gem.  Outstanding  quality!  2,295 

1880  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 945 

1880  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 55 

1880- CC  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 875 

1880-CC  MS-65  (PCGS). 875 1880-0  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant . 285 

1880-0  MS-61  DMPL  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  195 

1880-S  MS-67  (NGC).  BriUiant . 649 

1880-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 649 

1880-S  MS-66  DPL  (NGC).  Wonderful  cameo  not 

often  seen  this  nice .  1 ,395 

1880-S  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 255 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 255 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant  obverse  with  a  half 

moon  of  rainbow  toning  on  the  reverse . 255 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  lilac  toning.  255 

1880-S  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  BriUiant . 249 

1880-S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

1880-S  MS-65.  BriUiant . 99 

1880-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1880-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 99 

1880-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  The  obvene  has  fight  golden 
surfaces  with  a  half  moon  of  rainbow  toning  at  the  ' 

rims.  The  reverse  is  briUiant . 99 

1880-S  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 69 


1880-S  MS-64.  BriUiant.  481880-S  MS-64  (NGC). 
481880-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the 
more  popular  varieties  in  the  series.  Some  time  ago 
we  made  a  fantastic  purchase  of  these,  and  stated  that 
we  “probably  have  enough  to  supply  one  each  to 
you  and  aU  of  your  cousins.”  Since  then  they  have 
been  selling  like  maple-syrup  covered  hotcakes,  and 
our  supply  is  diminished — but  we  stiU  have  a  few 
dozen.  Each  is  certified  by  PCGS  and  each  is  a 
beauty.  Buy  one  for  just  $48,  or  if  you  want  some 
for  your  cousins,  put  away  a  nice  hoard  of  10  beau¬ 


ties  for  just . 400 

1880-S  MS-63  PL.  BriUiant.  .  49 1880-S  MS-63  PL 

(NGC).  BriUiant . 49 

1880-S  MS-63  PL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 49 

1880-S  MS-63.  BriUiant . 35 

1880-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1880-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 35 

1880- S  MS-63  (PCI).  BriUiant . 35 

1881  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1 ,895 

1881- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,285  ' 

1881-CC  MS-65.  BriUiant . 655 

1881-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 655 


1,  '-j 


We  invite  readers  to  submit  questions  relating  to  American  numismatics.  Those 
deemed  to  be  of  general  interest  will  be  answered  in  this  column  by  our  editor,  Q.  David 
Bowers. 


— I  enjoyed  watching  you  on  the 
History  Channel  in  connection  with  the  Ship  of 
Gold  feature.  My  question  is  this:  How  many 
gold  coins  were  discovered  on  the  ship?  I  plan 
to  buy  one  of  the  1857-S  twenties  you  have 
advertised.  I  have  another  question:  If  I  wanted 
to  buy  as  many  different  Mint  State  twenties  as 
possible,  how  many  different  could  I  buy?  A 
ballpark  estimate  will  be  fine.  Thanks.  — C.K. 

“  “  Although  a  complete 

inventory  has  not  yet  been  compiled,  as  some 
“lumps”  and  groups  of  coins  are  still  in  the 
conservation  process,  a  quick  answer  is  some¬ 
what  over 6,000,  with  slightly  over  5,000  being 
mostly  beautiful  Mint  State  1857-S  double 
eagles. 

Regarding  the  availability  of  Mint  State 
double  eagles,  in  general  most  issues  from 
about  1 880  onward  are  available  in  this  preser¬ 
vation,  save  for  low  mintage  years  and 
mintmarks.  A  quick  check  of  the  Guide  Book  or 
about  any  other  listing  will  provide  informa¬ 
tion.  Airiong  later  double  eagles  of  the  Saint- 
Gaudens  type,  1907-1933,  nearly  ail  issues 
ftx>m  the  early  range  of  the  series,  1907-1916, 
are  available  and  are  quite  inexpensive  in  Mint 
State.  In  the  later  range,  1920-1933,  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  coins  from  1922  to  1928  are 
likewise  available  and  inexpensive,  and  there 
are  a  few  other  inexpensive  pieces,  but  most  of 
the  others  are  rare. 


In  your  Rare  Coin  Review  for 
Sep/Oct  1996  on  page  50  in  “A  Bit  of  Mint 
History”  you  mention  a  Mint  in  Dalles  City, 
Oregon,  for  the  coinage  of  gold  and  silver.  Did 
it  ever  mint  anything?  If  so,  who  references  it? 
I  personally  don’t  like  tarnished  coins,  and  am 
therefore  pleased  at  their  reduction  in  price 
when  cleaned.  Is  there  any  sort  of  rule  of  thumb 
as  to  a  reduction  in  price  of  a  coin  say  by  “MS- 
70”  cleaning?  Dipping?  Geaning  with  tooth¬ 
paste,  Comet,  brass  or  silver  polish?  Whizzing? 
I  have  an  1 891  Liberty  Seated  IOC  PQ  red  label 
VF-30  Repunched  Date  “Whizzed”  coin.  Coin 
World  Catalogue  and  &  Encyclopedia  lists  it  as 
rare.  Due  to  the  whizzing,  I  can  tell  that  mine 
is  not  rare.  So  is  it  a  case  of  what  someone  will 
pay?  Or  has  someone  or  group  decided  what 
shall  be  accepted  in  a  coin’s  looks?  —  R.ES. 

CC  ANSWEFS:  This  is  a  long  overdue 
answer  to  your  question  of  October  8, 1996 
(yes,  1996)!  I  guess  this  shows  that  our  “Be¬ 
cause  You  Asked”  section  of  The  Coin  Collector 
and  the  “Question  and  Answer  Forum”  of  our 
Rore  Coin  Review  are  popular.  One  of  my 
pleasures  as  editor  is  having  a  really  large  back¬ 
log  of  interesting  “stuff.”  This  said,  on  to  your 
question: 

The  Dalles  Mint  was  built  in  Oregon,  but 
never  put  into  operation.  A  fairly  extensive 
account  of  the  facility  is  given  in  my  1 999  book. 
The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brotherjonathan.  Ifyou  do 
not  have  one,  let  me  know  and  I’ll  send  you  one 
vflth  my  compliments  as  an  apology  (for  wak¬ 
ing  since  1996  to  answer!).  Let  me  know. 

Concerning  the  1891  dime,  this  is  a  com¬ 
mon  date  in  general,  even  in  nice  (undeaned) 
Mint  State,  although  the  repunched  date  fea¬ 


ture  may  be  hard  to  find.  While  the  subject  of 
cleaning  is  beyond  the  space  available  in  this 
column,  a  worthwhile  discussion  can  be  found 
in  the  Photograde  book.  Also,  p.  23  of  our 
current  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  136  includes 
some  remarks. 

In  general,  a  coin  that  has  been  cleaned  by  an 
abrasive  or  polished  is  worth  far  less  than  one 
that  has  not  been.  There  has  been  a  rising 
demand  for  such  pieces  in  recenttimes  through 
Internet  sales  to  unsuspecting  buyers,  k  seems 
that  anjrthing  goes  on  the  Internet,  with  little  in 
the  way  of  oversight  or  regulation— not  only  for 
coins,  butfor  other  collectibles  (I  recently  bought 
a  copy  of  Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  Weekly  from 
1857,  and  upon  arrival  found  to  my  surprise 
that  a  big  part  of  the  front  page  was  missing!). 

Ifyou  want  “bargains,”  cleaned  and  >whizzed 
(treated  with  a  wire  brush  to  simulate  mint 
lustre)  coins  can  be  cheap.  However,  when 
time  comes  to  sell  them,  buyers  will  also  want 
to  pay  cheap  prices.  A  whizzed  coin  cannot 
turn  into  a  beautiful  gem. 

One  of  the  best  ways  to  buy  coins  is  to 
acquire  pieces  certified  by  one  of  the  leading 
services,  but  be  sure  such  coins  are  pleasing  to 
your  eye— for  the  services  give  simply  a  nurrv 
ber  for  the  coin.  More  about  this  will  be  found 
in  the  “Spotlight  on  Grading”  feature  in  the 
present  issue— which  your  letter  prompted 
me  to  include. 

•  •  • 

EC.'  ASK&  I  am  working  on  a  set  of  Proof 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  from  1858to1915 
in  Proof64  or  better,  and,  as  I  know  you  can 
help,  I  am  writing  to  ask  if  you  have  any  hints. 
At  first  I  thought  this  would  be  easy  to  com¬ 
plete,  but  I  have  been  a  year  and  a  half  in  the 
project,  and  there  are  still  19  coins  I  need.  I 
have  been  followingyour  advice  and  have  been 
buying  only  coins  that  are  pretty  to  look  at. 
How  long  do  you  think  k  will  take  me  to  finish 
theset?— f.C. 

CC  ANSWERS:  Your  letter  struck  a  fa¬ 
miliar  chord,  for  in  the  mid-1950s  I  did  the 
same  thing.  At  that  time  there  were  no  nu¬ 
merical  grades  assigned  to  Prook,  but  k  did 
take  me  about  two  years  to  put  together  a 
really  nice  set— each  one  hand  picked  for  qual¬ 
ity.  I  also  had  a  number  of  pre-1858  Proofc, 
which  were  not  particularly  expensive,  as  few 
people  knew  or  cared  about  them  (john  J. 
Pittman  was  one  who  did  care,  and  he  acquired 
many  more  early  Proofs  than  I  ever  did,  but  he 
started  long  before  my  time). 

While  you  did  not  send  me  a  list  of  the 
pieces  you  need  (you  might  send  your  “want 
list”  to  Gail  and  Debbie  in  our  Direct  Sales 
Department,  and  we  will  all  help  to  track 
down  nice  coins  for  you),  k  has  been  my 
experience  that  the  toughest  dates  to  find 
with  great  eye  appeal  are  those  of  the  wkhout- 
motto  type  (1858-1865  in  your  set)  and  also 
1914  and  1915  (because  a  Virginia  numisma¬ 
tist  hoarded  these  in  the  1 950s  and  cleaned  all 
he  had).  How  long  will  k  take  you?  Let  me 
guess  another  year  or  two.  Of  course,  k  is  fun 
to  get  them  one  by  one— that  is  what  makes 
coin  collecting  challenging  and  interesting. 


THERE 


M 


m.A 


CaU  To 


E-m^ 

Vfeit  us  on  the'ln^ 


12 


The  Coin  Collector  ^  July  31,  2000 


1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 655 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  obverse  with 
a  half  moon  of  deep  golden  toning  on  the  re¬ 
verse . 655 

1881-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilhant . 275 

1881-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 975 

1881-0  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brihiant .  175 

1881-S  MS-67  PL  (NGC) . 945 

1881-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brihiant . 629 

1881-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 629 

1881-S  MS-66  DMPL  (NGC).  Brihiant .  1,350 

1881-S  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brihiant.  ...  1,350 

1881-S  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Brihiant . 319 

1881-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brihiant . 255 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 255 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brihiant  centers  with  a  half 

moon  of  rainbow  toning  on  the  obverse . 255 

1881-S  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 525 

1881-S  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Brilhant .  195 

1881-S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).1951881-S  MS-65.  Bril¬ 
hant . 99 


Thel881-Sis  the  most  available  of  the  early  Morgan 
dollar  varieties  in  terms  of  sharply  struck,  high-grade 
Mint  State  coins.  We  always  try  to  have  a  nice  supply  on 
hand.  If  you  have  a  friend  who  might  be  interested  in 
Morgan  dollars,  consider  buying  an  1881-S  as  a  gift.  The 
recipient  will  surely  be  grateful  and  quite  impressed! 


1881-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brihiant . 99 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 99 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brihiant  centers  with  gold 

and  blue  peripheral  toning . 99 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 99 

1881-S  MS-64  PL  (NGC).  Brihiant . 99 

1881-S  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  991881-S  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
hant . 48 

1881-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brihiant . 48 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant.  This  is  the  Morgan 
dohar  for  ah  seasons — a  plentiful  issue  that  is  twnnallY 


very  sharply  struck  and  very  attractive.  If  you  want 
just  one  Morgan  dohar  to  give  to  a  friend — a  dehght- 
ful  way  to  introduce  him  or  her  to  “the  world’s 
greatest  hobby” — the  1881-S  is  ideal!  Buy  a  choice 

specimen  for . 48 

This  is  another  issue  for  which  we  have  a  quantity  of 
really  beautiful  hand-picked  coins.  Buy  1 0  or  more  (up  to 
25  maximum)  and  take  a  10%  discount. 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant  with  light  amber 


peripheral  toning . 48 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCI).  Brihiant . 48 

1881-S  MS-63.  Brihiant . 35 

1881-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brihiant . 35 

1881-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brihiant . 35 

1881-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 35 

1881- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces  with  a  half 

moon  of  deep  mirror  peripheral  toning  on  the  ob¬ 
verse . 35 

1882  MS-63  (PCGS) . 42 

1882  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 32 

1882- CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Brihiant .  1,425 

1882-CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  rainbow  iridescence 

on  obverse .  1 ,425 

1882-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brihiant .  1,395 

1882-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 425 

1882-CC  MS-63.  Brihiant . 112 

1882-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brihiant .  112 

1882-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 975 

1882-0  MS-63  DMPL  (ANACS).  Brihiant.  ...  145 

1882-0  MS-63.  Brihiant . 39 

1882-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brihiant . 39 

1882-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 39 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brihiant.  Interesting 

“overmintmark”  variety . *. . 975 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 975 

1882-S  MS-66  PL  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 795 

1882-S  MS-66.  Brihiant . 255 

1882-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  iridescent  toning.  255 

1882-S  MS-66(PCGS).  Brihiant . 255 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 255 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned . 255 

1882-S  MS-65.  Brihiant . 99 

1882-S  MS-64  PL  (NGC) . 59 

1882-S  MS-64.  Brihiant . 48 

1882-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brihiant . 48 

1882-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 48 

1882-S  MS-63.  Brihiant . 39 

1882-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brihiant . 39 

1882- S  MS-62  PL  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 39 

1883  MS-66  (NGC).  Brihiant . 345 

1883  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 345 

1883  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brihiant .  165 

1883  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  165 

1883  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS) . 210 

1883  MS-64.  Brihiant . 56 

1883  MS-64  (NGC).  Brihiant . 56 

1883  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant.  HOARD  ALERT! 

Here  we  go  again!  We’ve  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy 

one  for: . 56 

1883  MS-63  PL  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 49 

1883  MS-63.  Brihiant . 39 

1883  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brihiant.  HOARD  ALERT! 
We’ve  bought  quite  a  few,  but  they’re  going  fast! 
While  they  last,  buy  one  for: . 39 

Deep  Mirror  1883-CC  Super  Gem! 

1883- CC  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brihiant.  An  ex¬ 
citing  coin! . 4,150 

1883-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 915 

1883-CC  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Brihiant . 395 

1883-CC  MS-65.  Brihiant . 355 

1883-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brihiant . 355 

1883-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning.355 

1883-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 355 


1883-CC  MS-64.  Brihiant .  125 

1883-CC  MS-64  (GSA).  Brihiant .  125 

1883-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brihiant .  125 

1883-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 125 

1883-CC  MS-63.  Brihiant .  109 

1883-CC  MS-62.  Brihiant . 99 

1883-0  MS-65.  Brihiant . 99 

1883-0  MS-64.  Brihiant . 48 

1883-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brihiant . 48 

1883-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 48 

1883-0  MS-63.  Brihiant . 35 

1883-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brihiant . 35 

1883- 0  MS-61  PL  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 29 

1884  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 2,350 

1884  MS-65  (NGC).  Brihiant . 275 

1884  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 925 

1884- CC  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Brihiant .  1,395 

1884-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brihiant . 395 

1884-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces. 

Very  attractive . 395 

1884-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 395 

1884-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  brihiant  with  a  half 
moon  of  hght  rainbow  toning  on  the  obverse.  395 

1884-CC  MS-64.  Brilhant .  125 

1884-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brihiant . 125 

1884-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant .  125 

1884-CC  MS-63.  Brihiant .  109 

1884-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brihiant .  109 

1884-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brihiant .  109 

1884-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brihiant .  109 

1884-CC  MS-62.  Brihiant . 99 

1884-CC  MS-60.  Brihiant . 95 

1884-CC  MS-60  (GSA).  Brihiant . 95 

Remarkable  1884-0  Dollar 

1884-0  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brihiant.  A  remark¬ 
ably  high-grade  specimen,  with  deep  mirror  sur- 

&ces.  Wow!  . 2,495 

1884-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brihiant . 289 

1884-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brihiant  center  with  vibrant 

gold  and  blue  peripheral  toning . 289 

1884-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 289 

1884-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brihiant  with  a  whisper  of 

hght  golden  peripheral  toning . 289 

1884-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 735 

1884-0  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  Brihiant . 725 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brihiant .  105 

1884-0  MS-64.  Brihiant . 48 

1884-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brihiant . 48 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant.  HOARD 
ALERT — ^we’ve  purchased  a  nice  group  at  this 

grade  level,  too: . 48 

1884-0  MS-63.  Brilhant . 35 

1884-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 


1884-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brihiant.  Step  riglit  up!  We’ve 
just  bought  quite  a  few  of  these.  What  a  dandy  coin — 
and  inexpensive,  too! —  this  wih  make  for  your  col¬ 
lection,  or  as  a  gift  as  the  first  coin  in  the  cohection 


of  a  valued  friend  (what  better  gift  could  be  imagined 

than  an  introduction  to  numismatics?) . 35 

1884-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Ligjit  champagne  surfeces.  695 

1884-S  AU-55.  Brihiant . 625 

1885  MS-65.  Brihiant .  112 

1885  MS-65  (NGC).  Brihiant .  112 

1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brihiant.  HOARD  ALERT! 
Here  we  go  again!  We’ve  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy 
one  for: .  112 


Ask  Gail  Watson  or  Debbie  McDonald  about  the 
Bowers  and  Merena  Morgan  Dollar  Society.  We  offer 
you  a  convenient  way  to  build  a  beautiful  set  of  Morgan 
dollars  on  a  coin  by  coin,  month  by  month  basis.  Check 
it  out,  and  sign  up  today.  When  you  “sign  up”  you  are  not 
under  any  continuing  obligation,  as  you  can  discontinue 
membership  at  any  time.  In  fact,  we  are  never  content  to 
rest  on  our  laurels,  and  each  neu^  shipment  to  you  has  to  be 
excellent.  Perhaps  our  passion  for  quality  is  why  we  have 
many  clients  who  have  been  buying  from  us  for  40  years 


or  more  (we  started  business  in  1953). 

1885  MS-64.  Brihiant . 48 

1885  MS-64  (NGC).  Brihiant . 48 

1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 48 

1885  MS-63  PL  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 45 

1885  MS-63.  Brihiant . 35 

1885  MS-63  (NGC).  Brihiant . 35 

1885-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brihiant .  1,695 

1885-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 785 

1885-CC  MS-64.  Brihiant . 325 

1885-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 325 

1885-CC  MS-63.  Brihiant . 299 

1885-CC  MS-63.  Brihiant  obverse  with  a  nicely 

toned  reverse . 299 

1885-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brihiant . 299 

1885-CC  MS-62.  Brihiant . 265 

1885-CC  MS-62.  Brihiant  obverse  with  a  beautifuhy 

toned  reverse . 265 

1885-0  MS-67  (NGC).  Brihiant .  1,695 

1885-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brihiant . 355 

1885-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brihiant  centers  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 355 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS) .  Mostly  brhliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  hght  golden  toning . 355 

1885-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Aiare  example  of  this 
date  in  deep  mirror  proof  hke  with  a  fuh  cameo.  975 

1885-0  MS-65.  Brihiant . 99 

1885-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 99 

1885-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brihiant .  139 

1885-0  MS-64  PL  (NGC).  Brihiant . 99 

1885-0  MS-64.  Brihiant . 48 

1885-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brihiant . 48 

1885-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 48 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brihiant . .'. . 35 

1885-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brihiant . 35 


1885-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 35 

1885-0  MS-62.  Brihiant . 29 

1885- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 29 

1886  MS-67  (NGC).  Brihiant . 935 

1886  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 935 

1886  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilhant . 255 

1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 255 

1886  MS-65.  Brihiant . 99 

1886  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brihiant . 99 

1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 99 

1886  MS-64.  Brihiant . 48 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Brihiant . 48 

1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant.  HOARD  ALERT! 

Here  we  go  again!  We’ve  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy 

one  for: . 48 

1886  MS-63.  Brihiant . 35 

1886  MS-63  (NGC).  Brihiant . 35 

1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 35 

1886  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 29 

Prooflike  Gem  1886-S  Dollar 

1886- S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 3,850 

Gem  1886-S  Morgan  $1 

1886-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brihiant . 3,595 

1886-S  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 719 

1886-S  MS-63  DMPL  (NGC).  Brihiant .  1,350 

1886- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brihiant .  165 

1887  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Brihiant .  1,150 

1887  MS-65.  Brihiant . 99 

1887  MS-64.  Brihiant . 48 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 48 

1887  MS-63.  Brihiant . 35 

1887  VAM-12.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brihiant . 59 

1887  MS-63  (NGC).  Brihiant . 35 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 35 

1887  MS-63  (PCI).  Brihiant . 35 

1887- 0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brihiant . 339 

1887-0  MS-61  DMPL  (PCGS) . 189 

1887- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 509 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS) .  Mostly  brihiant  with  a  whisper 

ofhght  rose  highlights . 209 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 209 

1888  MS-64.  Brihiant . 54 

1888  MS-64  (NGC).  Brihiant . 54 

1888  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant.  HOARD  ALERT! 
Here  we  go  again!  We’ve  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy 

one  for: . 54 

1888  MS-63  Brihiant . 35 

1888  MS-63  (NGC).  Brihiant . 35 

1888- 0  MS-65.  Brihiant . 595 

1888-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brihiant . 595 

1888-0  MS-6S  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 595 

1888-0  MS-64  PL.  Brihiant . 125 

1888-0  MS-64.  Brihiant . 56 

1888-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brihiant . 56 

1888-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 56 

1888-0  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 135 

1888-0  MS-63.  Brihiant . 42 

1888-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brihiant . 42 

1888-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 42 

1888-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 29 

1888-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned  in  gold  blue 

and  amber . 4,650 

1888- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brihiant . 525 

1889  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brihiant .  5,250 

1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Brihiant . 385 

1889  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 385 

1889  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 725 

1889  MS-64.  Brihiant . 56 

1889  MS-64  (NGC).  Brihiant . 56 

1889  MS-63.  Brihiant . 39 

1889  MS-62  PL  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 39 

Popular  1889-CC  Morgan  Dollar 

1889- CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Brihiant . 4,950 

1889-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brihiant ...  3,950 

Gem  1889-S  Morgan  Dollar 

1889-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brihiant . 2,295 

1889-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned  in  gold  and 

blue . 2,295 

1889-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 2,295 

1889- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 345 

1890  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brihiant .  1,495 

1890  MS-63  (NGC).  Brihiant . 42 

1890  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 42 

1890  MS-62  PL  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 42 

1890- 0  MS-64.  Brihiant .  179 

1890-0  MS-63.  Brihiant . 82 

1890-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brihiant . 965 

1890-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 965 

1890-S  MS-64.  Brihiant .  189 

1890-S  MS-63.  Brihiant . 99 

1890- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 99 

1891  MS-64.  Brihiant . 575 

1891  MS-64  (NGC).  Brihiant . 575 

1891  MS62  DMPL.  Brihiant . 495 

Memorable  Gem  1891-CC  $1 

1891- CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 3,450 

1891- 0  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brihiant.  ..  2,795 

1892  MS-64.  Brihiant . 619 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 619 

1892  AU-53.  Brihiant . 67 

1892- CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brihiant  center  with  a 

whisper  of  hght  amber  peripheral  toning.  ..  8,350 

1892-CC  AU-53  (NGC).  Brihiant . 235 

1892-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 579 

1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant .  1,350 

1893  MS-63  (NGC).  Brihiant . 810 


1893  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 265 

1893-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brihiant .  1,895 

Mint  State  1893-CC  $1 

1893-CC  MS-60  (NGC).  Brihiant .  1,795 

Prooflike  1893-0  Dollar 

1893- 0  MS-62  PL  (NGC).  Brihiant.  A  far,  far  finer 

specimen  than  usually  seen!  .  4,695 

1894  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 4,495 

Rare  and  Beautiful  1894-0  $1 

1894- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 3,695 

1894- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brihiant .  1,795 

1895- 0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  1,095 


Great  1895-S  Dollar 

1895-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant.  A  reahy^eaf  speci¬ 
men  of  this  highly  prized  date.  In  Mint  State  the 
1 895-S  is  elusive  at  any  level.  When  found,  an  Un¬ 
circulated  1 895-S  is  apt  to  be  MS-60  to  MS-62,  not 
often  MS-63,  and  only  rarely  higher — such  as  this 
memorable  MS-64!  A  prize  dohar  destined  for  a 


prize  cohection! .  6,150 

1896  MS-65PL  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 475 

1896  MS-66  (NGC).  Brihiant . 695 

1896  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  lovely  gold  and 

rose  highhghts . 695 

1896  MS-64.  Brihiant . 56 

1896  MS-64  (NGC).  Brihiant . 56 

1896  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 56 

1896  MS-63.  Brihiant . 35 

1896  MS-63  (NGC).  Brihiant . 35 


Desirable  1896-0  Morgan  Dollar 
A  Condition  Rarity 

1896-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brihiant  with  very  shghtly 
reflective  surfaces.  A  date  that  is  available  in  circu¬ 
lated  grades  on  a  regular  basis,  but  is  considered  a 
great  rarity  in  any  Mint  State  grade.  With  MS-63 
examples  priced  close  to  $10,000,  this  is  a  very  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  cohector . 3,150 

Important  1896-0  Morgan  $1 
1896-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brihiant  and  lustrous.  Rare 

so  fine . 3,150 

1896-0  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brihiant . 219 

1896-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 2,695 

1897  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Absolutely  incredible  eye 
apeal.  Miss  Liberty  is  frosty  with  a  hint  of  baby  blue 
toning.  She  is  surrounded  by  mirrored  amber  fields 
with  a  halo  of  pink  at  the  rims.  The  reverse  is  just  as 
nicely  toned.  What  a  find  for  the  discriminating  col¬ 


lector .  29,500 

1897  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brihiant .  1,675 

1897  MS-65  (NGC).  Brihiant . 245 

1897  MS-64  PL  (NGC).  Brihiant .  195 

1897  MS-64.  Brihiant . 56 


Choice  Mint  State  1897-0  Morgan  $1 
1897-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brihiant.  An  impressive 
example  of  a  date  that  becomes  incredibly  rare  above 
average  AU,  particularly  in  choice  Mint  State  such 


as  oftered  here . 4,995 

1897- 0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brihiant.  Incredibly  enough, 

a  third  Mint  State  example  of  this  rarity . 995 

1898  MS-65.  Brihiant . 215 

1898  MS-64PL  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 95 

1898  MS-64.  Brhliant . ! . 56 

1898- 0  MS-67  (NGC).  Brihiant .  1,895 

1898-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Lovely  hght  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 345 

1898-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 345 

1898-0  MS-65PL  (PCGS).  Brihiant .  175 

1898-0  MS-65.  Brihiant .  119 

1898-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 259 

1898-0  MS-64.  Brihiant . 52 

1898-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brihiant . 52 

1898-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 52 

1898-0  MS-63.  Brihiant . 35 

1898-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilhant . 35 

1898- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brihiant .  119 

1899  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant .  199 

1899- 0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brihiant . 345 

1899-0  MS-65.  Brihiant .  125 

1899-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 56 

1899-0  MS-63PL  (NGC).  Brihiant . 65 

1899- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brihiant . 275 

1900  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brihiant . 915 

1900  MS-65.  Brihiant .  165 

1900- 0/CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant.  One  of  the 

great  “story”  coins  among  Morgan  dohars.  An  es¬ 
pecially  nice,  high-grade  specimen .  1,795 


When  it  became  evident  that  the  Carson  City  Mint 
would  coin  no  more  silver  dollars  afterjuly  1 , 1899,  and 
old  dies  on  hand  were  returned  to  Philadelphia,  at  least  six 
Morgan  dollar  reverse  dies  with  the  CC  mintmarks  on 
them  were  partly  effaced  in  the  mintmark  area  and 
overpunched  with  O  mintmarks.  Can  any  of  the  dies  be 
specifically  identified  as  having  been  used  for  1893-CC 
or  other  CC  coinage? 

The  1 900-0/CC  overmintmark  has  been  known  to 
numismatists  for  many  decades,  but  it  was  not  until  the 
1950s  that  a  widespread  demand  arose  for  it.  Five  differ¬ 
ent  reverse  die  varieties  are  known,  distinguishable  by 
shght  positional  differences  in  the  overlapping  mintmarks. 

The  Numismatist,  November  1 928,  carried  this  ar¬ 
ticle  (excerpted  here)  by  Will  W.  Neil  of  Baldwin,  Kan¬ 
sas,  a  pharmacist  whose  hobby  was  numismatics;  in  par¬ 
ticular,  the  collectingofsilver  dollars.  At  the  time  the  coin 
described  was  not  listed  in  catalogues  and  was  relatively 
unknown: 

“Mint  Marks,  Or  What  Have  You?: 

“Regarding  the  specimen  in  question,  it  is  at  first 
glance  an  ordinary  Morgan-type  silver  dollar  of  1900 
from  the  New  Orleans  Mint,  but  upon  closer  examina- 
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OUR  WONDERFUL  LANGUAGE 

Submitted  by  Beth  Eastman  (with  additions): 


No  wonder  the  English  language  is  so 
very  difficult  to  learn; 

He  got  his  just  deserts  for  just  deserting 
in  the  desert. 

We  must  polish  the  Polish  furniture. 

It  took  a  minute  to  find  the  minute 
contact  lens  on  the  floor. 

The  farm  was  used  to  produce  produce. 

The  fast  Corvette  was  stuck  fast. 

It  is  best  to  season  with  sugar  in  the 
holiday  season. 

The  soldier  decided  to  desert  in  the 
desert. 

Upon  seeing  the  tear  in  my  clothes  I  shed 
a  tear. 

To  have  a  whole  watermelon  to  eat  was 
more  than  the  bear  could  bear. 

This  was  a  good  time  to  present  the 
present. 

She  worked  as  a  sewer,  but  not  in  the 
sewer. 

So  as  not  to  sanction  their  sale  of  oil,  the 
U.S.  added  a  sanction. 

A  bass  was  painted  on  the  head  of  the 


bass  drum. 

I  did  not  object  to  the  object. 

The  bandage  was  wound  around  the 
wound. 

The  buck  does  funny  things  when  the 
does  are  present. 

The  insurance  was  invalid  for  the  invalid. 

A  wind  can  wind  a  kite  string  around  a 
tree. 

There  was  a  row  among  the  oarsmen 
about  how  to  row. 

To  help  with  planting,  the  farmer  taught 
his  sow  to  sow. 

When  shot  at,  the  dove  dove  into  the 
bushes. 

After  a  number  of  injections  my  jaw  got 
number. 

He  could  lead  if  he  would  get  the  lead 
out. 

I  had  to  subject  the  subject  to  a  series  of 
tests. 

The  dump  was  so  full  that  it  had  to  refuse 
more  refuse. 

How  can  I  intimate  this  to  my  most 
intimate  friend? 


non  of  the  mint  mark  it  has  the  appearance  of  the  O 
having  been  punched  in  over  the  letters  CC.  If  this  is  so, 
then,  undoubtedly,  in  this  instance  a  reverse  die  was  taken 
from  the  Carson  City  Mint  to  the  mint  at  New  Orleans 
[5ir;  actually  the  punching  was  done  in  Philadelphia], 
where  the  usual  O  was  punched  in  the  die  over  the  CC 
and  used  in  conjunction  with  an  obverse  die  of  1900. 

“This  would  be  somewhat  in  accordance  \vith  the 
regular  procedure,  as  supposedly  all  dies  are  prepared  at 
the  PliiJadelphia  Mint  and  then  sent  to  the  branch  mints, 
where,  before  they  are  put  in  use,  a  small  steel  letter  punch 
is  used  to  impress  the  mint  mark  upon  the  die.  Just  why 
such  economy  as  this  should  have  been  practiced  would 
be  hard  to  explain,  but  it  seems  equally  difficult  to  explain 
its  presence  as  being  anything  else  when  we  consider  the 
other  possible  chances  for  such  a  jumble.  It  could  hardly 
have  been  an  error  by  the  engraver,  because  of  his  having 
had  nothing  to  do  with  punching  the  mint  mark. 

“It  is  not  likely  that  he  who  punched  the  mint  mark 
had  a  whole  alphabet  ofletters  to  choose  from  when  only 
an  O  is  ever  put  in  use  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  It  would 
have  been  impossible  for  him  to  have  first  punched  the 
letter  in  bottom  side  up  or  otherwise  muddle  it  up  and 
then  correct  it,  for  an  O  has  neither  top  nor  bottom. 

The  possibility  of  it  being  a  planchet  defect  is  quite 
removed,  as  I  have  seen  three  different  specimens,  two  of 
which  I  now  have. 

“With  these  possibilities  considered,  I  leave  the  de¬ 
cision  entirely  in  your  hands,  taking  it  for  granted  that  the 
piece  is  genuine  and  unaltered,  as  it  shows  no  evidence  to 
lead  one  to  believe  otherwise,  and  will  welcome  any 
comments  regarding  it  either  direct  or  through  the  pages 
of  our  most  welcome  visitor,  The  Numismatist.  ” 

Neil  was  not  completely  on  the  right  track,  but  he  did 
serve  to  “register”  the  variety.  In  the  decades  since  then 
the  1 900-0/CC  has  been  widely  publicized  and  studied, 
with  the  result  that  today  just  about  every  collector  of 


Morgan  dollars  aspires  to  own  one. 

1900-0/CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 589 

1900-O/CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 310 

1900-0  MS-66PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,350 

1900-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Exceptionally  high 
grade! . 675 

Gem  1900-S  Dollar 

1900- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  speci¬ 
men . 1,550 

1901  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant . 675 

1901  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

Prooflike  1901-0  Dollar 

1901- 0  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,495 

1901-0  MS-65.  BriUiant .  189 

Gem  1901-S  Dollar 

1901-S  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant .  4,650 

1901-S  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant . 839 

1901- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Golden  sur&ces  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  rainbow  toning  at  the  rims . 839 

1902  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,450 

1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 499 

1902- 0  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 675 

1902-0  MS-65.  BriUiant .  155 

1902-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 495 

1902-0  MS-63.  BriUiant . 35 

1902- 0  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 35 

1903  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 709 

1903  MS-65.  BriUiant .  195 

1903  MS-65  (NGC).  BrilUant .  195 

1903  MS-64.  BriUiant . 65 

1903- 0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Surfices  with  old-time  ton¬ 

ing,  a fittd  for  the  nuinismatist  who  has  been  search¬ 
ing  for  such  a  coin.  EspeciaUy  high  grade . 995 

1903-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 489 


1903-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant.  The  great  “story 


coin”  of  years  ago — erstwhile  monumental  rarity. 


but  now  known  to  exist  in  quantity  . 269 

1903-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  8,350 

1904  Proof-63  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,975 


Superb  Gem  1904-0  Dollar 
1904-0  MS-67  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  An  exceptionally 
high-grade  specimen  of  this  once-legendary  rarity — 
a  variety  which,  thanks  to  the  Treasury  release  of 
autumn  1962,  is  quite  available — but  usuaUy  in 
grades  from  MS-60  to  MS-63  or  so.  Not  often  do 


we  encounter  a  MS-67!  Here  is  one! .  4,495 

1904-0  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  185 

1904-0  MS-65.  BriUiant . 99 

1904-0  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant  with  half  moon  of 

rainbow  toning  on  obverse  and  reverse . 99 

1904-0  MS-64.  BriUiant . 48 

1904-0  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant . 48 

1904-0  MS-64PL  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  65 

1904-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 48 

1904-0  MS-63.  BriUiant . 35 

1904-0  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 35 

1921  Morgan  MS-65.  BriUiant .  145 

1921  Morgan.  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant .  145 

1921  Moigan.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  145 

1921  Morgan.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 35 

1921-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  coin  with  fantas¬ 
tic  lustre .  1,150 

1921-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 299 

The  wrong  size  mintmark  was  used  on  the  1921-D 
dollar — it  is  so  small  that  you  need  a  magnifying  glass  to 
see  it  clearly! 

1921-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 42 

Gem  Mint  State  1921-S  Morgan  $1 

1921-S  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,995 

1921-S  MS-64.  BriUiant .  115 

1921-S  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  115 


Peace  Dollars 

We  ate  very  pleased  with  our  inventory  of  Peace 
dollars — which  is  just  brimming  with  new  purchases! 
We  have  always  thought  designer  Anthony  de 
Francisci’s  Peace  doUar  design  was  among  the  most 
attractive  of  aU  U.S.  coin  designs,  especiaUy  where 
lovely  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  are  con¬ 
cerned.  Despite  advances  in  the  current  coin  market, 
most  dates  in  the  Peace  dollar  series — perhaps  even  the 
majority  of  them — are  considerably  less  expensive  to¬ 
day  than  they  were  a  decade  ago.  We  think  this  trans¬ 
lates  to  opportunity  for  you. 

There  is  no  shortage  of  key  dates  and  “sleepers”  in 
the  series.  Among  our  favorite  dates  are  the  1927-D, 
the  very  scarce  and  important  1927-S  and  1928-S  San 
Francisco  Mint  issues — ^which  seU  for  fiacdons  of  their 
prices  of  just  a  few  years  back — and  the  low-mintage 
key-date  1928.  And,  just  in  case  you  are  seeking  a  clas¬ 
sic  1934-S  Peace  doUar  for  your  growing  coUection, 
perhaps  a  Mint  State  coin  with  outstanding  eye  appeal, 
you  need  look  no  further.  Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
GaUeries,  the  same  careful,  fastidious  buyers  who  se¬ 
lect  our  inventory  of  Morgan  dollars  lend  the  same 
insightful  eye  to  their  purchases  of  Peace  dollars. 


1921  Peace.  MS-66  (PCGS).  BrilUant . 7,795 

1921  Peace.  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 2,875 

1921  Peace.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BrilUant . 2,875 


1921  Peace.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces. .  195 


1921  Peace.  MS-62  (PCGS).  BrilUant .  195 

1922  MS-66  (PCGS).  BrilUant . 635 

1922  MS-65.  BrilUant .  119 

1922  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1922  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1922  MS-64  (PCGS).  BrilUant . 45 

1922  MS-63.  BriUiant . 29 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  BrilUant . 29 


High-Grade  1922-D  Dollar 
1922-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  BrilUant.  Not  rare  in  lower 
grades,  the  1922-D  is  quite  elusive  in  the  superb 
gem  quaUty  offered  here.  A find  for  the  Peace  doUar 


specialist . 2,095 

1922-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 369 

1922-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 369 

1922-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  BrilUant . 369 

1922-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1922-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42 

1922-S  MS-64.  BriUiant . 215 

1922-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 215 

1923  MS-66.  BriUiant . 635 


Lovely  MS-63  1934-S  $1 

1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.2,495 
1934-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,595 

1934- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  1,1 95 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 2,295 

1935  MS-65.  BriUiant . 649 

1935  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 649 

1935  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 649 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  ...  649 
1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant  obverse  with  golden 

toning  on  the  reverse .  135 

1935  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 72 

1935- S  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,125 

1935-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,125 

1935-S  MS-63.  BriUiant . 269 

Eisenhower  Dollars 


1973-S  Silver.  MS-68  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 235 

1976-S  SUver.  MS-67  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 89 

Susan  B.  Anthony  DoUars 

1979-P  Mint  Error.  Struck  10%  off  center.  MS-64 

PCGS . 295 

1979-S  Proof-69.  Deep  Cameo.  Type  L(PCGS).  Bril¬ 
Uant . 34 

1979- S  Type  11.  Proof-68  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  ...  219 

1980- S  Proof-69.  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  BriUiant. 34 

1981- S  Proof-69.  Deep  Cameo.  Type  1.  (PCGS). 

BriUiant . 39 


TRADE  DOLLARS 


“Out  to  lunch.”  “See  you  next  issue.”  Anyway, 
right  now  our  inventory  of  one  of  our  &vorite  series — 
United  States  trade  doUars — ^is  embarrassingly  smaU! 
SeU  us  some!  HopefuUy,  by  our  next  issue  we  wiU  have 
bought  some  nice  pieces.  Meanwhile,  you  can  read 
about  trade  doUars! 

1875-S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Lustrous  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 775 

1877-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 1,295 


UNITED  STATES  GOLD 


Gold!  Perhaps  no  other  item  on  earth  has  ever  ex¬ 
cited  or  enticed  people  and  collectors  alike  more 
than  that  bright  yeUow  ore.  Right  now,  gold  coins 
are  hot!  Market  conditions  are  equally  hot,  and 
we’ve  seen  more  fast-paced  action  in  scarce  and  rare 
(key  words)  gold  coins  in  recent  times  than  at  any 
other  period  in  the  past  decade.  Our  recent  sale  of 
the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  CoUection,  Part  III,  set  many 
records  and  made  headline  news  throughout  the 
coin  hobby. 

Today,  low  buUion  prices  assure  the  affordability  of 
gold  “type”  coins — check  our  double  eagles,  for  ex¬ 
ample.  Of  course,  a  rare  date  gold  coin  wiU  always  be 
a  rarity  regardless  of  buUion  value.  The  widening  de¬ 
mand  for  nice  gold  coins  is  increasing  as  we  write  these 
words.  More  and  more  buyers  of  gold  coins  are  enter¬ 
ing  the  marketplace,  which  creates  demand  for  com¬ 
mon  types  as  weU  as  rare  dates. 

This  listing  contains  a  great  selection  of  gold  issues 
from  dollars  to  double  eagles.  Each  coin  has  measured 
up  to  our  exacting  standards,  and  each  was  carefoUy 
selected  to  offer  an  unbeatable  combination  of  excel¬ 
lent  aesthetic  appeal  for  the  grade,  plus  good  value  for 
the  price  we  ask. 

Coming  attraction:  Dave  Bowers,  with  the  staff, 
six  to  eight  research  associates,  and  some  of  the  fin¬ 
est  gold  coin  experts  in  the  United  States  as  consult¬ 
ants,  are  working  on  a  multi-volume  suite  of  books. 
United  States  Cold  Coins:  A  Comprehensive  Encyclope¬ 
dia  for  the  Numismatist,  anticipated  to  be  published 


in  2001 .  A  recent  rough  draft  printout  of  the  quarter 
eagle  section  alone  was  400  pages! 


Gold  Dollars 


Our  quality  selection  of  gold  doUars  includes  c.\- 
amples  of  each  of  the  three  design  types:  Liberty  Head 
(1849-1854);  SmaU  Indian  Head  (1854-1856);  and 
Large  Indian  Head  (1856-1889).  Our  offering  includes 
choice  circulated  coins,  lovely  Mint  State  delicacies, 
and  enough  rare  dates  to  satisfy  all  collecting  interests. 
Whether  you  seek  an  important  date  or  simply  a 
choice  type  coin,  you  will  do  well  to  check  our  inven¬ 
tory. 


1851  Gold  Dollar 

1851  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Not  a  rare  date,  but  cer- 
taiiJy  a  splendid  specimen!  Ideal  for  a  type  set. .  1 ,850 
1851  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,295 

1851  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  exhibit 

pale  ohve  highlights.  A  pleasing  example  of  Type  1 
gold  doUar  coinage .  1 ,095 

1852  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 775 

1852  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  nicely  struck.  995 

1852  AU-55  (PCGS).  BrilUant . 225 

1853  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant  and  frosty,  with  strong 

eye  appeal  for  the  grade . 995 

1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  Intensely  lustrous  with  the 

overaU  visual  appeal  of  a  higher  grade.  Struck  from 
a  shattered  obverse  die,  with  heavy  cracks  connect¬ 
ing  many  of  the  obverse  stars . 995 

Mint  State  1853-0  Gold  $1 
1853-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,495 

1854  Type  11.  AU-58(NGC).  Brilliant.  Year  in 

and  year  out,  the  Type  II  gold  dollars  are  best  sell¬ 
ers — for  such  pieces  are  among  the  keys  to  a  type 
set . 1,265 

1854  Type  11.  AU-50  (NGC).  BriUiant . 775 

1854  Type  11.  EF-45  (NGC) . 495 

1855  Type  H.  AU-58(NGC).  BriUiant .  1,265 

1855  Type  11.  AU-53  (NGC).  BriUiant . 795 

Brilliant,  Lustrous  1855-0  $1 
1855-0  Type  U.  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant.  The  only 
Type  II  dollar  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint. 
Scarce  in  aU  grades,  especiaUy  so  at  higher  levels.  A 
very  “nice”  coin . 2,950 

Important  1855-0  Gold  $1 
Only  New  Orleans  Type  II  Gold  $1 
1855-0  AU-55  (NGC).  A  lovely  and  lustrous  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  only  Type  II  gold  doUar  issue  from  the 
New  Orleans  Mint.  From  a  fairly  smaU  mintage  of 
just  55,000  pieces.  Scarce  in  AU  or  higher  grades, 
and  highly  important  as  such .  1 ,995 

1856  Slanting  5.  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 995 

1856  AU-55  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 225 

Gem  1857  Gold  Dollar 

1857  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant.  Not  a  rare  date,  but  at 

the  gem  level  quite  elusive.  A  coin  for  the  connois¬ 
seur  . 3, .495 

1859-S  AU-53  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,395 

1860  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 585 

1860  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant . 635 

1861  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces.  950 

1871  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 995 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant  with  strong 

lustre  on  frosty  surfaces.  The  interesting  variety  with 
a  raised  vertical  die  Une  on  Miss  Liberty’s  neck.  A 


near-gem  gold  doUar  with  aU  the  aesthetic  appeal  of 

a  higjier  grade .  1 ,295 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,295 

1873  Open  3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 915 

Gem  1874  Gold  DoUar 


1874  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  satiny  with  lovely 
oUve  highlights.  An  attractive  gem  specimen  of  the 
date,  and  fairly  scarce  as  such . 2,350 

1874  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant  and  satiny  with  strong 
lustre .  1,295 

1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  near  gem 

with  pale  rose  toning .  1,295 

Classic  1875  Gold  $1  Rarity 

1875  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant,  beautiful,  and  rare. 
With  a  circulation  strike  mintage  ofjust  400  coins. 


Likes  Our  Service 

Gail: 

Thanks  for  sending  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  that  I  requested  and  the  back 
copies  I  needed.  They  arrived  in  great 
shape.  I  always  look  forward  to  the 
articles  inside  and  read  about  the  coins 
offered  for  sale.  I  also  enjoy  them  as  a 
reference  and  to  refresh  my  short  term 
memory. 

Again,  thank  you  for  the  prompt 
service  that  is  the  backbone  of  Bowers 
and  Merena. 

Sincerely  yours, 

B.F.  [sign^] 
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the  1 875  is  the  Holy  Grail  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
gold  dollar  series.  The  present  coin  is  well  struck  and 
will  be  a  treasure  in  yowr collection.  You’ve  dreamed 
of  owning  an  1875.  Now,  it  can  be  a  realiry!5,895 
In  August  1903,  Augustus  G.  Heaton  contributed  an 
article  to  The  Numismatist,  “Eccentricities  of  Coin  Valu¬ 
ation.”  Gold  coins  were  among  the  items  discussed:  “As 
gold  collecting  is  generally  the  interest  of  the  more  expe¬ 
rienced  class,  its  branch  as  weU  as  Philadelphia  rarities  are 
fully  appreciated,  and  such  pieces  as  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  double  eagle  of  1883,  the  eagle  of  1875,  the  half 
eagle  of 1887,  the  $3  or  SI  ofl875,  and  the  S  mint  quarter 
eagle  of  1 858  [actually,  there  is  no  such  coin] ,  the  S  mint 
dollar  of  1870,  the  D  mint  dollars  of  1855,  1856,  and 
1861,  would  raise  the  numismatic  temperature  of  an 
auction  room  to  fever  heat.” 

1877  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen 

of  this  elusive  date . 895 

Gem  1878  Gold  Dollar 

1878  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen 
which  is  a  country  mile  rarer  in  this  grade  than  most 
issues  of  the  following  decade.  Go  for  it — a  quick 
call  to  Gail  or  Debbie,  and  it  can  be  yours! .  3,195 

Important  Proof  1879  $1 

1879  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  estimate  that 

only  1 6  to  20  Proofs  exist  from  the  mintage  of  only 
30  coins.  Add  to  this  the  general  popularity  of  the 
1879  date — ^based  upon  its  overall  low  mintage — 
and  you  have  a  numismatic  winner!  . 8,150 

Super-Gem  1880  Gold  Dollar 

1880  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  With  its  beacon-like 

low  mintage  figure  ofjust  1 ,600  circulation  strikes, 
the  1880  has  lured  numismatists  for  generations. 
The  good  news  is  that  in  1880  quite  a  few  of  these 
were  saved,  and  today  a  super-gem  coin  such  as  this 
costs  not  $50,000,  but  only . 4,650 

Superb  Gem  1881  Gold  Dollar 

1881  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  remarkably  fine 
specimen  of  this  fairly  low-mintage  gold  dollar  date. 


Quality,  this  is  it! . 3,295 

1881  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,925 

1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  1,050 


A  little  digression:  The  year  1885,  including  a  few 
comments  about  numismatics: 

Moxie  Nerve  Food  was  introduced  as  a  cure-all  by 
Augustin  Thompson,  M.D.,  bom  in  Union,  Maine,  who 
practiced  homeopathic  medicine  in  Lowell,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  Moxie  was  said  to  have  been  compounded  using  a 
secret  plant  from  the  tropics  found  by  the  mysteriously  (to 
historians)  elusive  Lieutenant  Moxie.  Advertising  em¬ 
phasis  was  soon  changed  to  that  of a  healthful  and  refresh¬ 
ing  beverage.  By  the  1 920s,  Moxie  is  said  to  have  outsold 
Coca-Cola  (first  formulated  in  1886)  in  its  primary  trad¬ 
ing  area,  New  England. 

Chicago’s  first  skyscraper,  the  Home  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany  building,  opened  to  the  public  that  autumn,  and 
created  a  sensation. 

In  Germany,  Karl-Friedrich  Ben2  drove  the  world’s 
first  practical  gasoline-powered  motor  vehicle.  By  a  de¬ 
cade  later,  a  mini-industry  of  automobile  manufacturing 
would  be  built  in  America,  and  by  1910  the  automobile 
had  become  away  oflife.  In  Salem,  Massachusetts,  Parker 
Brothers  was  founded  in  1885,  with  its  first  game  being 
Banking,  with  not  even  a  dream  that  50  years  later  another 
game,  Monopoly,  would  make  a  fortune.  The  National 
Audubon  Society  was  formed.  The  group  would  go  on  to 
attract  countless  bird  lovers,  including,  years  later.  Presi¬ 
dent  Theodore  Roosevelt. 

A  change  was  made  in  the  Mint  directorship,  and 
Horatio  C.  Burchard,  who  served  from  February  1879 
through  June  1885,  was  succeeded  in  July  by  James  P. 
Kimball,  who  would  hold  the  post  through  October 
1889.  The  Treasury  Department  still  had  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  ofearlier-minted  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars  on 
hand  from  the  post-1876  specie  re-introduction,  so 
relatively  few  additional  examples  were  minted,  except 
of  the  dime  denomination.  By  now,  silver  coins  had 
been  a  familiar  sight  in  circulation  for  nearly  a  decade, 
and  the  detested  Fractional  Currency  notes  were  rel¬ 
egated  to  bureau  drawers,  attics,  and  other  out  of  the 


way  places.  Still,  laige  quantities  were  turned  in  for 
redemption  at  banks  each  year.  In  numismatic  auctions. 
Fractional  Currency  notes  were  attracting  a  bit  of  atten¬ 
tion — as  were  Confederate  notes.  However,  there  was 
zilch  interest  in  current  Legal  Tender,  National  Bank, 
and  other  “regular”  notes. 

Nickel  three-cent  pieces  were  still  being  made  but 
were  frdir^  in  popularity,  as  were  gold  doUars  and  $3  gold 
pieces.  However,  with  the  two  gold  denominations  there 
had  developed  a  minor  speculation,  and  various  jewelers 
and  numismatists  ordered  specimens  through  banks  and 
the  Mint  and  squirreled  them  away.  This  had  been  going 
on  since  1 879.  Tiny  circulation  mintages  of  the  $  1  and  $3 
continued  so  that  a  string  ofProof-only  rarities  would  not 
be  created;  the  Mint  was  being  rather  selfish.  However, 
today  we  can  all  be  happy  that  coins  such  as  the  presently 
offered  1885  gold  dollar  exist! 

Among  dealers,  such  names  as  the  Chapman  broth¬ 
ers,  W.E.  Woodward  (in  his  sunset  years),  Ed  Frossard, 
J.W.  Haseltine,  David  U.  Proskey,  Lyman  H.  Low,  and 
J.W.  Scott  were  prominent.  In  the  private  sector  the  most 
impressive  of  all  American  coin  collections  was  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  T.  Harrison  Garrett  in  Baltimore,  although  the 
runner-up,  the  Lorin  G.  Parmelee  collection  in  Boston, 
got  reams  more  publicity  (but  the  Parmelee  collection 
had  very  little  in  the  way  of post- 1 834  high  denomination 
gold). 

In  Lake  Village,  New  Hampshire,  John  M.  Hubbard, 
active  in  the  rare  stamp  business,  was  giving  serious 
thought  to  rare  coins — and  in  the  next  year,  1886,  he 


jumped  into  the  hobby  with  both  feet. 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,095 

Superb  Gem  1888  Gold  Dollar 
1888  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 2,895 

1888  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,035 

1889  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,050 


Lovely  Mint  State  1889  Gold  Dollar 
1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  and  highly  lustrous 
example  of  the  final  date  in  the  gold  doUar  series. 
Rich  rose  toning  accents  the  overaU  quaUty.  A  grand 


combination  of  quaUty  and  value .  1 ,450 

1889  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 795 


QUARTER  EAGLES 
($2.50  GOLD) 


Our  quarter  eagle  listing  begins  with  a  lovely  (and 
rare)  1 825 ,  followed  by  a  nice  selection  of  Liberty  and 
Indian  issues,  and  the  chances  are  good  that  the  coin 
you  seek  is  listed.  Our  usual  selection  of  “types”  and 
rarities  can  be  found  as  well.  Happy  hunting! 

Beautiful  1836  Quarter  Eagle 
1836  Script  8.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 
specimen,  beautiful  and  lustrous,  that  would  be  ideal 
to  illustrate  the  ClassicHead  design  in  a  type  set.  7,595 
The  “script”  8,  also  called  the  “fancy”  8,  has  a 
prominent  center  stroke  from  upper  left  to  lower  right. 

Lustrous  1836  $2.50 

1836  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  very  nice  example 


at  this  grade  level .  1,595 

1836  AU-50  (PCGS) . 849 

1837EF-45  (NGC) . 595 


Splendid  and  Rare  1840-C  $2.50 
1840-C  AU-53  (NGC).  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of 
this  elusive  Charlotte  Mint  quarter  eagle.  Addi¬ 
tionally  important  as  the  first  year  of  the  Liberty 
Head  motif  AJitid  for  the  connoisseur  and  special¬ 
ist!  . 4,950 

In  1999  we  studied  several  examples  of  the  1840-C 
quarter  eagle  in  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection  during 
the  course  of  preparing  our  sales.  In  Sale  II,  Lot  326,  we 


offered  a  specimen  with  a  detailed  description,  including 
the  following,  this  phenomenon  being  a  feature  of  all 
1840-C  quarter  eagles,  so  it  now  seems: 

“Date  logotype  very  boldly  impressed  into  the  die, 
and  positioned  slightly  high.  Reverse  with  small  C  mint- 
mark  high  and  with  the  upper  right  serif  embedded  in  the 
arrow  feather.  Under  high  magnification  many  circular 
raised  lathe  lines  are  seen  in  the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty, 
these  being  particularly  evident  among  the  words  LIB¬ 
ERTY  and  on  the  neck.  This  phenomenon  is  very  rare  in 
American  coinage,  although  in  the  course  of  cataloguing 
the  Coronet  Head  pieces  in  the  Bass  sale  we  have  come 
across  two  different  dies  -with  it.  The  reader  is  referred  to 
the  cataloguer’s  dissertation  relating  to  circular  lathe  lines 
as  given  beginning  on  page  64  of/1  Buyer's  atid Enthusiast 's 
Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and  Iruiian  Cents,  where  an  1864 
Indian  cent  with  circular  lathe  lines  is  illustrated.  Thus 
far,  relatively  few  coins  in  American  numismatics  have 
been  identified  vrith  such  features,  although  in  today’s  era 
of  research  and  enlightenment  we  would  not  be  a  bit 
surprised  to  see  others  found....” 

Striking  of  the  1840-C  quarter  eagles  of  this  year 
proceeded  -without  fanfare,  and  apparently  little  if  any 
notice  was  taken  when  the  first  pieces  of  this  design  were 
produced.  Now  and  then  in  American  coinage,  the  first 
year  of  issue  ofcertain  designs  attracted  public  attention, 
and  pieces  were  saved  as  curiosities.  This  does  not  seem 
to  have  been  the  case  with  the  Coronet  Head  quarter 
eagle  in  1840,  perhaps  as  the  design  had  already  been  used 
for  the  half  ea^e  in  1839  and  for  the  $10  gold  in  1838. 
Virtually  no  pieces  were  saved  as  souvenirs,  and,  as  is  the 
situation  with  the  three  date  and  mintmark  issues  of  the 
1840  quarter  eagle,  examples  are  very  rare  in  higher 
grades. 

1847EF-45  (NGC) . 525 

1848  CAL.  Quarter  Eagle 
1848  CAL.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  very  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  with  bold  counterstamp  and  other 
features.  Highly  important  as  the  first  official  United 
States  commemorative  coin .  29,500 

The  frscinating  story  of  this  coin  is  given  herewith: 

Gold  was  discovered  in  quantity  in  California  in 
January  1 848  when  James  Marshall,  an  employee  ofjohn 
Sutter,  spotted  gold  flecks  in  the  race  of  a  sawmill  he  was 
helping  to  construct  at  Coloma  on  the  American  River. 
Soon  additional  deposits  were  discovered  up  and  down 
the  river,  and  the  area  attracted  dozens,  then  hundreds  of 
miners.  Word  soon  spread  further,  and  by  autumn  1 848 
newspapers  in  the  East  contained  many  articles  on  the 
alluring  prospect  of  becoming  rich  overnight.  In  No¬ 
vember  1848  several  ships  left  the  East  to  go  to  San 
Francisco.  By  December  a  veritable  stampede  was  in 
progress.  Old  schooners,  transport  steamers,  and  virtually 
any  other  vessels  considered  remotely  seaworthy  were 
pressed  into  service.  Between  December  14,  1848,  and 
January  1849,  61  ships  with  an  average  of  50  passengers 
each  left  Boston,  Salem,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Balti¬ 
more,  and  Norfolk.  Additional  vessels  left  from  Charles¬ 
ton,  New  Orleans,  and  other  ports. 

Interest  in  gold  had  been  fueled  by  President  James 
Knox  Polk’s  annual  address  in  December  1848  and  by 
news  of  the  arrival  of  gold  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  the 
same  month.  The  first  deposit  in  1 848  of  California  gold 
from  the  American  River  was  given  to  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  by  David  Garter  on  December  8th  for  evaluation. 
Mint  Director  Robert  M.  Patterson  reported  in  due 
course  that  the  gold,  amountir^  to  1,804.59  ounces, 
assayed  slightly  over  $18  per  ounce. 

On  December  9th,  the  following  day,  228  ounces 
averaging  .894  fine  were  deposited  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  from  gold  sent  by  R.B.  Mason,  Jr.,  in  California. 
This  unrefined  metal  had  been  purchased  at  the  bargain 
rate  of  $  1 0  per  ounce  (pure  gold  was  worth  $17.15  net  per 
ounce  at  the  Mint)  by  an  army  quartermaster  in  Califor¬ 
nia  under  the  sanction  of  the  acting  governor,  using 
money  from  a  civil  fund.  This  gold  was  transmitted  from 
California  -with  a  letter  dated  August  17,  1848,  via  a 
messenger,  Lt.  L.  Loeser.  When  Loeser  arrived  at  the 
trading  port  of  New  Orleans  on  November  24th  on  his 
way  to  Washington,  the  Commercial  Times  of  that  city 
printed  an  account  which  attracted  wide  interest  among 
citizens. 

"When  Loeser  subsequently  arrived  in  the  capital.  The 
Washington  Union  informed  readers  of  the  following: 

“We  readily  admit  that  the  account  so  nearly  ap¬ 
proached  the  miraculous  that  we  were  relieved  by  the 
evidence  of  our  own  senses  on  the  subject.  The  speci¬ 
mens  have  all  the  appearance  of  the  native  gold  we  had 
seen  from  the  mines  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia;  and 
we  are  informed  that  the  Secretary  will  send  the  small 
chest  of gold  to  the  Mint,  to  be  melted  into  coin  and  bars, 
and  most  of  it  to  be  subsequently  fashioned  into  medals 
commemorative  of  the  heroism  and  valor  of  our  officers. 

“Several  of  the  other  specimens  he  will  retain  for  the 
present  in  the  War  Office  as  found  in  California  in  the 
form  of  lumps,  scales,  and  sand;  the  last  named  being  of 
different  hues,  from  bright  yellow  to  black,  without 
much  appearance  of  gold.  However  skeptical  any  man 
may  have  been ,  we  defy  him  to  doubt  that  if  the  quanti  ty 
of  such  specimens  as  these  be  as  great  as  has  been  repre¬ 
sented,  the  value  of  gold  in  California  must  be  greater 
than  has  been  hitherto  discovered  in  the  old  or  new 
continent;  and  great  as  may  be  the  immigration  to  this 
new  El  Dorado,  the  ftngal  and  industrious  will  be  amply 
repaid  for  their  enterprise  and  toil.” 

Secretary  ofW ar  W.L.  Marcy  wrote  the  following  to 
Mint  Director  Patterson  on  December  8, 1 848,  concern¬ 
ing  the  first  official  government  deposit  of  228  ounces, 
which  subsequently  arrived  via  Lt.  Loeser  on  December 
9th:  “If  the  metal  is  found  to  be  pure  gold,  as  I  doubt  not 
that  it  will  be,  I  request  you  to  reserve  enough  of  it  for  two 
medals  ordered  by  Congress  and  not  yet  completed,  and 
the  remainder,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  small 
bars,  I  wish  to  have  coined  and  sent  with  the  bars  to  this 
department.  As  many  may  wish  to  procure  specimens 
made  with  California  gold,  by  exchanging  other  coin  for 
it,  I  would  suggest  that  it  be  made  into  quarter  eagles  with 
a  distinguishing  mark  on  each,  if  any  variation  from  the 
ordinary  issues  from  the  Mint  would  be  proper  and  could 
be  conveniently  made....” 

Nothing  was  heard  from  the  Mint,  and  Marcy  in¬ 
quired  concerning  the  progress  of  the  coinage.  On  Janu¬ 
ary  5,  1 849,  Mint  Director  Patterson  replied:  “The  amount 
of  your  deposit  of  gold,  made  on  the  15th  ult.,  is  now 
ready  for  delivery  in  California  gold.  It  is  our  practice  to 
pay  for  deposits  as  soon  as  their  value  is  ascertained;  but 
this  could  not  be  done  in  the  present  case  because  pay¬ 
ment  was  required  in  coins  made  of  the  bullion  depos¬ 
ited.  Before  the  Cal.  gold  could  be  used  it  had  to  undergo 
the  process  of parting  in  order  to  separate  it  from  the  excess 
of  silver  which  it  contains.  This  was  one  source  of  delay. 
Another  occurred  by  the  time  required  for  stamping  the 


letters  CAL.  on  the  quarter-eagles  as  you  desired.  Your 
payment  of  $3, 910. 10  will  be  made  up  of  S3, 474. 64  in 
coins  and  $435.46  in  two  bars  of  gold  as  melted  from  the 
grains.  The  California  gold  reserved  for  the  medals  is 
from  another  deposit. ...” 

At  the  time  the  smallest  United  States  gold  coin  was 
the  $2.50  piece,  popularly  known  as  the  quarter  eagle. 
(The  gold  dollar  was  not  introduced  until  the  following 
year,  1849.)  The  estimated  1 ,389  quarter  eagles  from  the 
first  government  deposit  bore  the  notation  CAL.  on  the 
reverse,  thus  making  them  the  first  commemorative 
coins  ever  issued  by  a  United  States  mint.  The  fact  that 
these  are  true  commemoratives  is  vrithout  a  doubt,  as  the 
above  government  correspondence  indicates  that  the 
pieces  were  to  have  been  made  to  satisfy  those  seeking  a 
souvenir  coin  specifically  made  from  California  gold. 

Apparently,  1 848  CAL.  quarter  eagles  were  available 
at  face  value  to  anyone  desiring  them.  Although  1,389 
pieces  were  minted,  probably  fewer  than  two  or  three 
dozen  numismatists — if,  indeed,  even  that  many — learned 
of  them  at  or  near  the  time  ofissue  and  added  the  coins  to 
their  cabinets.  Among  those  acquiring  such  pieces  was 
ChiefEngraverJames  B.  Longacre,  who  preserved  at  least 
three  prooflike  specimens  in  his  personal  collection. 
Most  were  probably  distributed  to  the  general  public,  for 
interest  in  the  California  Gold  Rush  was  extremely 
intense  at  that  time,  and  news  of  treasure  in  the  West 
dominated  the  newspapers.  Any  unsold  coins  were  un¬ 
doubtedly  put  into  circulation  at  face  value,  as  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  the  examples  known  today 
show  evidence  of  wear.  The  writer  has  never  seen  any 
publicity  or  outside  notices,  apart  from  government  cor¬ 
respondence,  pertaining  to  this  early  issue. 

1850EF-40  (PCGS) . 235 

1852  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  By  this  time,  most 
gold  coined  at  Philadelphia  was  fi-om  the  California 
finds . 750 

1852  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 465 

1853  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  coin  for  a 

type  set . 725 

1856  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant . 295 

1857  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant . 795 

1859  AU-53  (NGC).  BriUiant . 475 

1860  MS-62  Quarter  Eagle 

1860  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  A  scarce  early  Liberty 
Head  issue.  We  estimate  that  about  50  to  80  exist 
at  the  Mint  State  level.  The  present  coin  was  hand¬ 


picked  for  quaUty  .  1,795 

1860-SVF-35  (NGC) . 349 

1861  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant . 319 

1861  AU-55  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 279 

1865- S  EF-45  (NGC).  BriUiant . 795 

1866- SEF-45  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,095 

1869  AU-55  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,400 

1871  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant  and  lustrous.  5,000 

pieces  minted .  1,695 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant. ...  1,095 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-61  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 770 

Choice  1873  Open  3  $2.50 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,950 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (NGC),  BriUiant . 650 

1877-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 295 

1878  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant . 479 

1878  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 479 

Beautiful  1879  $2.50 

1879  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant  and  beautiful.  A  splen¬ 
did  coin . 2,150 

1879  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant . 495 


Important  1881  Quarter  Eagle 
A  Low-Mintage  Rarity 

1881  AU-55  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  A  beautiful  specimen 

of  one  of  the  foremost  key  issues  among  Liberty 
Head  quarter  eagles.  Only  691  coins  were  struck!  Sel¬ 
dom  offered  in  any  grade .  5,495 

In  Mint  State  the  1881  is  a  formidable  rarity.  Appar¬ 
ently,  no  more  than  a  handful  were  deliberately  saved  by 
numismatists,  as  Proofswere  readily  available.  In  his  1975 
study  David  W.  Akers  was  able  to  locate  only  one  auction 
appearance  of  a  Mint  State  coin  and  had  never  seen  one 
personally!  However,  since  1986  over  a  dozen  have  been 
certified  in  Mint  State.  The  reader  may  form  his  or  her 
own  opinions,  but  it  seems  likely  that  resubmissions  (due 
to  the  value  of  this  particular  date)  and,  possibly,  liberal 
grading  have  inflated  the  figure. 

In  circulated  grades  we  estimate  that  only  about  25  to 
35  exist,  with  such  pieces  being  nearly  as  hard  to  find  as 
Proofs!  As  David  Akers  points  out,  some — possibly 
most — EF  and  AU  coins  are  impaired  Proofs. 

1882  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  only  4,000  pieces 


minted . 575 

1885  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant,  only  800  pieces 

minted . 3,595 

1886  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 795 

1888  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 895 

1889  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 895 

1894  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,095 

1895  MS-62  (PCGS).  BnUiant . 595 

1896  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1896  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant . 395 

1897  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 695 

1898  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 995 

1898  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  highly  lustrous.  895 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,095 


Gem  Mint  State  1900  Quarter  Eagle 
1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  A  gem  specimen  of 
the  final  Liberty  Head  quarter  eagle  of  the  1 9th  cen¬ 
tury  (or  the  first  year  of  the  20th  century,  if  you  are 
not  mathematicaUy  incUned).  Not  a  rarity,  even  in 
MS-65,  but  surely  a  first-class  showpiece  for  a  first- 


class  type  set .  2,195 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,195 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,195 

1900  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 495 

1901  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  1,395 

1901  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 749 


so,  WHAT’S  NEW? 

In  a  recent  article  in  the  Wall  Street  Journal  Suein  L.  Hwang  told  of  observations  given  by 
Kevin  J.  Roberts,  “The  energetic  Chief  Executive  of  Saatchi  &  Saatchi  PLC,  throughout  the 
world.”  The  Wall  Street  journal  stated  that  at  least  part  of  the  world  of  .com  had  collapsed, 
bills  were  not  being  paid,  the  companies  were  going  bankrupt,  etc.,  and  they  questioned  the 
advertising  executive  who  commented  in  part: 

I  was  speaking  with  some  guys  from  Harvard  recently,  and  do  you  know  that  two-thirds  of 
the  M.B.A.  class  are  going  to  dotcoms?  I  told  them  they  were  nuts.. ..No  medium  has  ever 
replaced  another.  It  isn’t  an  either-or  situation.  There’s  a  new  way  of  communicating,  and  the 
challenge  is  how  to  bring  love  to  a  personal  and  sometimes  antisocial  medium.  For  me,  [the 
Internet]  is  like  electricity.  I  don’t  care  where  it  came  from,  or  how  it  got  there.  I  just  want  to 
figure  out  how  to  emotionally  connect  with  it . 

Five  Lessons  from  Kevin  Roberts  on  Advertising  and  the  Web: 

1.  Remember  that  no  medium  has  ever  replaced  another.  It  isn’t  either-or.  Newspapers  and 
radio  survived  the  arrival  of  TV,  and  TV  will  survive  the  coming  of  the  Internet. 

2.  Great  brands  are  about  relationships,  not  just  information.  Internet  advertising  must  have 
mystery  and  sensuality. 

3.  Online  agencies  and  old-line  agencies  should  do  what  they  are  good  at.  They  should  go 
on  dates— not  get  married. 

4.  Welcome  back  the  kids  who  defected  to  dot.coms.  They’ll  come  back  wounded  but 
smarter. 

5.  Stop  obsessing  about  technology,  and  start  obsessing  about  ideas.  The  ‘e’  doesn’t  stand 
for  electronics;  it  stands  for  emotion. 

It  seems  to  the  editor  (QDB)  that  these  “lessons”  are  no  different  from  what  might  have 
been  said  10  or  20  years  ago  about  other  media.  ^ 

We  might  also  add  that  although  the  medium  may  ch^ge,  the  philosophy  of  customer 
service  and  giving  good  value  for  the  price  paid  remains  the  same. 
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1902  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,395 

Gem  1902  Quarter  Eagle 

1902  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  fine  coin  fora  high 
quality  type  set .  1,595 


Gem  Uncirculated  1902  $2.50 
1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Warm  gold  and  rose  toning  on 
satiny  lustrous  surfaces.  A  lovely  gem  specimen  of 


the  date .  1,595 

1902  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 749 

1902  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

Gem  1903  $2.50 

1903  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,725 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 


Collect  quarter  eagles  by  date!  A  good  way  to  start  is 
to  get  the  issues  of  the  1 890s  and  1 900s  first — as  most  are 
very  affordable,  and  our  present  listing  is  laden  with  high 


quality  examples. 

1903  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

Gem  1904  $2.50 

1904  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,725 

1904  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,095 

Superb  Gem  1905  $2.50 

1905  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 2,395 

Gem  1905  $2.50 

1905  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,725 

Gem  1905  $2.50 

1905  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,725 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pedigree  to  the  “Rainy  Day 

CoUection.”  Attractive . 875 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 875 

1905  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 749 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 749 

1906  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant . 875 

1906  MS-64(PCGS).  BriUiant . 875 

1906  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 749 

1906  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 749 

1906  MS-60  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 285 

Superb  Gem  1907  $2.50 

1907  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 2,395 

1907  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,725 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 875 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 749 

1907  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 749 


Gem  1908  Indian  $2.50 

1908  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  gold 
and  olive  highUghts.  A  satiny  gem  firom  the  first  year 
ofBela  Lyon  Pratt’s  unique  incused  Indian  Head  de¬ 
sign;  the  design  motifs  are  sunken  into  the  coin 
rather  than  raised  above  the  surface,  as  in  virtuaUy 


aU  other  U.S.  coin  design  types. . 3,150 

1908  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant . 345 


High-Grade  1909  Quarter  Eagle 
1909  MS-66  (NGC).  Seldom  seen  in  such  a  high 
grade.  Most  specimens  of  the  1909  are  Ughdy  worn. 
When  a  Mint  State  piece  is  found  it  is  apt  to  be  MS- 
60  to  MS-63,  almost  never  MS-66!  BriUiant  and 


lustrous . 6,950 

1909  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,350 

1909  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 395 

1909  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant . 265 

1909  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 265 

1909  AU-55  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 209 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 795 

1910  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant . 319 

1910  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant . 219 

1910  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 219 

Gem  Mint  State  1911  Quarter  Eagle 

1911  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 3,250 

1911  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,225 

1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 695 

1911  MS-60.  BriUiant . 295 

Choice  1912  $2.50 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,650 

1912  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 235 

1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,250 

1913  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 695 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 695 

1913  AU-53  (PCGS) .  199 

1913  AU-50  (PCGS) .  195 


Elusive  Mint  State  1914  $2.50 
1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  Among  quarter  eagles 
of  the  early  20th  cenmry,  the  1914  is  one  of  the  liard- 
est  to  find  in  choice  Mint  State.  The  present  coin  is 


a  beauty — ideal  for  a  high  quaUty  display 4,950 

1914  MS-62.  BriUiant .  1,195 

1914  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,195 

1914  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant . 519 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,095 

1915  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 675 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 675 

1915  MS-61  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 375 


8  To  Order 
Call  Toll-free 
1-800-222-5993 


Gem  1925-D  $2.50 

1925-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  The  final  branch  mint 
issue  of  the  denomination  (1796-1929) . 2,595 

Gem  Mint  State  1925-D  $2.50 
1925-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  strong 
lustre  and  a  hint  of  rose  iridescence  that  adds  con¬ 
siderably  to  the  overaU  beauty  of  the  coin.  .  2,595 


1925-D  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant . 895 

1925-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 699 

1925-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  BrilUant . 259 

MS-65  1926  Quarter  Eagle 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 2,495 

1926  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant . 895 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 895 

1926  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 595 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 595 

1927  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant . 925 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  BrilUant . 895 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 595 

1928  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant . 925 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 925 

1928  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 595 


It  is  not  widely  known,  but  is  true,  that  in  the  late 
1920s  quarter  eagles  did  not  circulate  at  face  value.  They 
were  obtainable  now  and  then  from  banks,  but  often 
through  a  friend  who  was  a  teUer  or  cashier.  Reflective  of 
the  scarcity  of  quarter  eagles — although  they  were  still 
being  minted — in  1933  when  President  Frankhn  D. 
Roosevelt  called  in  gold  coins,  quarter  eagles  were  ex¬ 
empted,  as  they  were  all  considered  to  have  numistnatic 
value. 

1928  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 319 


THREE-DOLLAR  GOLD 


As  a  denomination,  aU  $3  gold  coins  can  be  consid¬ 
ered  scarce  or  rare,  with  some  dates,  of  course,  being 
much  more  rare  than  others. 

If  you  have  studied  rare  coin  activity  in  the  past,  you 
have  come  to  reahze  that,  while  many  dates  are  con¬ 
sidered  rare  by  most  accounts,  a  serious  coUection  of 
$3  gold  coins  is  not  out  of  the  reach  of  today’s  coUec- 
tor.  Perhaps  90%  of  the  dates  and  mintmarks  from 
1854  to  1889  can  be  coUected,  in  many  instances  for 
less  than  $1,000  per  coin  in  grades  firom  VF  to  AU.  If 
this  piques  your  fancy,  Gail  Watson  and  Debbie 
McDonald  would  be  happy  to  set  you  up  on  our  Want 
List  Program  and  let  you  know  when  needed  dates  and 
mintmarks  come  to  hand.  Feel  firee  to  caU  Gail  to  dis¬ 
cuss  your  coUecting  strategy.  Remember,  there  is  no 
obUgation  on  your  part  to  participate  in  our  Want  List 
program,  just  the  opportunity  to  acquire  that  certain 
date  for  your  set. 

The  current  hsting  is  admittedly  brief,  as  examples 
of  this  denomination  seU  very  quickly.  We  are  con¬ 
stantly  on  the  hunt  for  further  nice  examples  for  our 
customers,  coins  that  are  seldom  located. 

Mint  State  1854  $3 

1854  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant.  A  lovely  specimen  of 


the  first  year  of  the  denomination .  1,995 

In  1 854,  but  no  other  year,  the  word  DOLLARS  on 
the  reverse  is  in  very  small  letters.  In  1855  the  size  was 
increased  considerably. 

1854  AU-53  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 995 

1855  AU-50  (NGC).  BriUiant . 975 

1859  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,350 

1860  AU-55  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,375 


Rare  1870  $3 

1870  AU-55  (NGC).  BrilUant.  A  briUiant  and  very 
attractive  specimen  of  this  seldom  seen  date.  By  any 
evaluation,  a  rarity . 1,895 

Choice  Mint  State  1878  $3  Gold 

1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  The  most  popular 
date  of  its  era,  the  1878  $3  in  this  grade  is  an  ideal 
choice  for  a  high  quaUty  type  set . 4,295 

Mint  State  1878  $3 

1878  MS-62.  BriUiant  with  attractive  surfaces.2,650' 
Lustrous  1878  $3 


1878  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 2,650 

1878  AU-58.  BriUiant .  1,250 

1878  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,250 

1878  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  beautiful  coin  with 
very  nice  eye  appeal .  1 ,250 


Low-Mintage  1879  $3 

1879  MS-61  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  A  very  attractive 
specimen  of  this  low  mintage  date.  A  numismatic 
prize!  .  2950 

Although  the  low  mintage  of  3,000  would  in 
itself  make  the  1879  a  rarity,  the  story  goes  beyond 
this.  In  his  catalogue  of  the  Hon.  W.A.P.  Thompson 
and  Rev.  W.  Foster  Ely  Collections,  May  1915,  Lot 
422,  Henry  Chapman  noted:  “Only  3,030  coined, 
and  about  2,000  or  more  of  these  were  melted  at  the 
Mint.” 


Gem  1887  $3  Gold 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  lustrous.  One  of 
the  nicest  specimens  in  existence  anywhere.  Al¬ 
though  6,000  were  minted,  contemporary  records 
indicate  that  many  if  not  most  were  melted  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint,  probably  primarily  circa  1893- 
1894 .  14,350 


$5  GOLD  HALF  EAGLES 


As  with  our  other  gold  offerings,  the  following  Ust- 
ing  of  half  eagles  contains  many  exciting  and  enticing 
dates  in  aU  grades  and  types,  from  circulated  to  Mint 
State,  and  from  early  to  late  design  types.  Sprinkled 
throughout  are  many  new  purchases.  We  are  certain 
you  wiU  find  a  piece  or  two  to  your  Uking,  so  please 
caU  Gail  or  Debbie  quickly  to  avoid  disappointment. 

Lustrous  1803/2  $5 

1803/2  Breen-ID.  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant  and  very 
attractive.  As  no  “perfect  date”  1802  half  eagles  ex¬ 
ist,  this  is  as  close  as  one  can  come!  A  lovely  speci¬ 
men  that  is  ideal  for  either  a  type  set  or  a  speciahzed 
cabinet . 6,150 

Brilliant  and  Beautiful  1805  $5 
1805  B-3B.  AU-55  (NGC).  BriUiant  and  beautiful. 
A  very  attractive  example  of  the  date,  variety,  and 
grade . 5,895 

Lustrous  1807  Draped  Bust  $5 
1807  B-IA.  Draped  Bust.  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant. 
Last  year  of  the  Draped  Bust  obverse.  A  lovely  coin, 
lustrous  and  attractive . 6,450 

Mint  State  1812  $5 

1812  B-IA.  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant.  A  splendid 
Mint  State  specimen  of  this  scarce  year  and  scarce 


design  type . 6,350 

1837  M-2b.  Block  8.  AU-58  (NGC) . 2,695 

1839-D  VF-35  (PCGS) . 2,250 


Underrated  1840  $5 

1840  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  warm  orange- 
gold  highUghts.  From  the  second  year  of  the  design 
type.  Early  Liberty  Head  gold  coins  are  experienc¬ 
ing  a  resurgence  in  popularity.  We  are  deUghted  to 
offer  this  example  for  your  numismatic  consider¬ 
ation .  1,495 

Brilliant,  Lustrous  1843  $5 
1843  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  this  early  Liberty  Head 

date . 3,150 

1845  EF-40  (PCGS) . 259 

Lustrous  1847  Half  Eagle 
1847/7  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant.  Interesting  variety 
with  repunched  7 .  1,595 

Mint  State  1848  Rarity 

1848  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant.  In  fbU  Mint  State  the 
1848  half  eagle  is  a  rarity.  Only  infi-equently  do  we 
have  one  in  stock.  Buy  this  lovely,  lustrous,  and  rare 


coin  for  only .  1 ,950 

1851  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant . 975 

1854  AU-50  (NGC).  BriUiant . 550 

Beautiful  1856  $5 

1856  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 7,995 

1856-S  Breen-6626.  Medium  S.  AU-50  (NGC). 
Plenty  of  lustre  and  rich  orange  toning  make  for  an 

attractive  coin  overaU .  1 ,395 

1872-S  VF-25  (PCGS) . 675 

1879-S  MS-60  (NGC).  BriUiant . 410 


Choice  Uncirculated  1880  $5 
1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  briUiant  prooflike  half  eagle 
of  near-gem  quaUty.  The  frosty  devices  and  mirror 
fields  exhibit  a  dusting  of  pale  rose  and  orange  ton¬ 


ing.  Appealing  in  aU  respects . 2,595 

1880-S  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,095 

1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned .  1,095 

1881  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 675 

1881  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant . 345 

1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 345 

1881  AU-58  (NGC) . 215 

1882  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,095 

1882  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 675 

1882-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 895 

1884-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 650 

1884- S  AU-58  (NGC) . 229 

1885  MS-63  (PCGS).  Rare  in  high  grades . 650 

Gem  1885-S  Half  Eagle 

1885- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 4,950 

1885-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 595 

1885-S  MS-60.  BriUiant . 245 

1885- S  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant .  199 

1886- S  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 595 

1887- S  MS-60.  BriUiant . 245 

Choice  Mint  State  1891  $5 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  BrUliant .  3,895 

1891- CC  AU-53  (NGC).  BriUiant . 595 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 2,075 

Lustrous  1892-CC  $5 

1892- CC  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant.  A  lovely  half 

eagle  struck  in  the  waning  era  of  theUarson  City 
Mint . 3,150 

1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,195 

1893  MS-60.  BnUiant . 245 

1893  AU-50.  BriUiant . 219 

1893- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 550 


1893- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 235 

1894  MS-64  (PCGS).  BrilUant . 2,550 

1894  MS-60.  BriUiant . 255 

1894- S  AU-53  (PCGS).  BrilUant . 695 

1895  MS-63  (PCGS).  BrilUant . 735 

1897  MS-62  (NGC).  BrilUant . 295 

1897  MS-60.  BriUiant . 245 

1897  AU-55  (PCGS) . 235 


Gem  Mint  State  1899  Half  Eagle 
1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  briUiant  gem  of  die 
highest  order  (within  the  grade  limitations,  of 
course).  A  warm  oUve  glow  enhances  the  overaU 
quaUty.  This  is  what  the  MS-65  grade  designation 


is  aU  about! . 6,500 

1899  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,095 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  BrilUant . 650 

1899-S  VF-35  (PCGS) .  165 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,095 

1900  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant . 295 

1901  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 595 

1901/O-S  Overdate.  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  895 

Gem  1901-S  Half  Eagle 

1901-S  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 3,395 


The  year  1901  in  history — ^what  was  happening 
when  this  1901-S  half  eagle  was  struck: 

On  September  6,  President  William  McKinley,  vis¬ 
iting  the  Pan-American  Exposition  in  Buffalo,  was  shot 
twice  by  anarchist  Leon  Czolgosz,  who  was  in  a  greeting 
line.  The  president  died  on  September  14  and  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Vice  President  Theodore  Roosevelt.  In  a 
curious  coincidence,  news  of  the  event  was  transmitted 
to  the  world  by  master  telegrapher  Thomas  L.  Elder,  a 
Pittsburgh  numismatist  who  soon  thereafter  decided  to 
toss  his  hat  into  the  ring  of  professional  numismatics — 
going  on  to  enjoy  an  iUustrious  career  in  his  new  venue  of 
New  York  City. 

On  October  16,  1901,  President  Roosevelt  dined 
with  well-known  black  educator  Booker  T.  Washing¬ 
ton,  causing  an  uproar  among  numerous  white  people  in 
the  South  who  felt  that  this  was  beneath  the  president’s 
station.  Roosevelt  went  on  to  do  many  interesting 
things — including  working — with  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens  to  create  the  famous  1907  Indian  Head  and 
MCMVIl  High  Relief$20  gold  coins.  Roosevelt  brought 
a  spice  and  joie  de  vivre  to  the  White  House,  combined 
with  unquestioned  integrity,  that  has  few  equals  since. 

On  November  1 8 , 1 90 1 ,  the  Hay-Pauncefote  T reary 
was  signed  and  gave  British  consent  to  United  States 
control  of  a  canal  to  be  built  across  the  Isthmus  ofPanama 
to  Join  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans.  Decades  later. 
President  Jimmy  Carter  decided  that  controIUng  the 
Panama  Canal  was  not  such  a  good  idea,  and  oversight 
was  relinquished. 

On  May  3, 1901  a  fire  injacksonville,  Florida  caused 
$11  million  worth  ofdamage  and  destroyed  1,700  build¬ 
ings.  The  town  would  rebuild  quickly,  and  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  decade  would  become  known  as  a  prominent  center 
for  the  production  of  motion  picmres,  right  along  with 
Fort  Lee,  New  jersey,  and  New  Rochelle,  New  York — 
in  an  era  when  Hollywood  was  mostly  beanfields. 

Frank  Norris’s  novel,  TheCktopus,  told  of  the  struggles 
of  California  farmers  against  the  merciless  Southern  Pa¬ 
cific  Railroad,  a  book  that  is  still  a  “good  read”  and, 
perhaps,  should  be  rediscovered.  George  Barr 
McCutcheon’s  novel,  Graustark,  a  romance  centered  on 
a  mythical  European  kingdom,  became  a  bestseller  and 
was  followed  by  numerous  other  novels  of  the  same 
genre ,  a  number  of which  told  of  American  girls  marrying 
wealthy  Europeans  and  living  the  hfe  of  royalty.  Just  to 
think,  Consuelo  Vanderbilt  started  it  all.  Charles  Dana 
Gibson’s  pen  and  ink  sketches  of  the  American  Girl 
continued  to  be  popular.  The  musical  show  Captain Jinks 
of  the  Horse  Marines  began  its  years  of  popularity;  this 
featured  a  female  singer  in  male  military  uniform. 

The  Spindletop  gusher  came  in  on  January  10, 1901 
in  Beaumont,  Texas  and  spouted  1 10,000  barrels  of  oil 
daily  for  nine  days,  until  it  was  capped.  The  runaway  oil 
was,  in  time,  destroyed  by  microbes — in  an  era  in  which 
the  EPA  had  not  been  founded,  and  nature  was  allowed 
to  take  its  course.  Texas  was  thus  established  as  an  oil- 
producing  center,  and  in  coming  years  vast  reserves 
would  be  found. 

The  United  States  Steel  Corporation  was  oi^nized 
on  March  3, 1901,  and  was  capitalized  at  $1,402, 846, 000 
under  the  auspices  ofJ.P.  Morgan,  who  consolidated  the 
Carnegie  Steel  Company  and  other  firms  in  a  transaction 
valued  at  $492  million.  Carnegie  was  personally  paid  in 
5%  gold  bonds  with  a  par  value  of  $225  million.  At  one 
time  he  was  told  that  if  necessaryJ.P.  Morgan  would  have 
paid  $100  milhon  more,  and  upon  hearing  this  news 
Carnegie  was  said  to  have  been  sad  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 
During  the  next  two  decades  he  was  to  give  much  of  this 
away  in  the  building  of  public  libraries  and  other  gifts. 
Among  Carnegie’s  gifts  was  $5,200,000  to  the  City  of 
New  York  to  set  up  a  public  library  system  including  39 
branches.  The  Carnegie  Institute’s  coUection  of dinosaur 
skeletons,  still  exhibited  today  in  Pittsburgh,  became  the 
world’s  best.  No  doubt,  were  Andrew  Carnegie  living 
today  he  would  enjoy  seeing  Tyrannosaurus  "Sue.” 

Queen  Victoria  died  on  January  22,  1901;  she  had 
been  on  the  English  throne  since  1837.  The  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Australia  was  created  on  January  1 ,  1901. 

Way  out  in  Victor,  Colorado,  Joseph  Lesher  was 
distributing  his  octagonal  stiver  “dollars” — from  his  home 
in  that  mining  town  nearly  10,000  feet  above  sea  level. 
Decades  later,  a  New  Hampshire  numismatist  would 
purchase  the  Lesher  home  and  gift  it  to  the  American 
Numismatic  Association. 

The  new  Philadelphia  Mint  opened  for  business,  in 
the  third  building  to  house  the  facility  since  1792.  Visi¬ 
tors  were  welcomed — and,  sometimes  after  their  tour, 
would  purchase  gold  coins  at  face  value  as  souvenirs  from 


the  Mint  cashier. 

1901-S  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,095 

1901-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,095 

1901-S  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 735 

1901- S  MS-62.  BriUiant . 295 

1902  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant . 325 

1902- S  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 595 

1902- S  MS-60.  BriUiant . 245 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 735 

1903- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,095 

1904  MS-63.  BriUiant . 650 

1904  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 650 

1904  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 425 
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1905  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,095 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 875 

1906  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  date  is  not  seen 

very  often  in  Gem  condition . 3,750 

1906  MS-63  (PCGS).Brilliant . 675 

Choice  Uncirculated  1906-D  $5 
1906-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  even  lustre  on 
satiny  honey  gold  surfaces.  First  year  of  the  Denver 

Mint .  1,595 

1906-D  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 735 

1906- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,350 

1907  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,095 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 595 

1907- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,150 

1907-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Attractive  satiny  surfaces. 

650 

1907-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 650 


Gem  1908  Liberty  $5 

1908  Liberty.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  An  ex¬ 
ceptional  specimen  of  the  last  year  of  this  de¬ 
sign;  the  only  Liberty  Head  gold  issue  made  in 


1908 . 2,895 

1908  Liberty.  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 695 

1908  Liberty.  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 695 


Exceptional  Mint  State  1908  Indian  $5 
1908  Indian.  MS-64  (NGC).  First  year  of  issue  of  the 
Indian  Head  design  by  Bela  Lyon  Pratt.  A  satiny. 


beautiful  specimen  that  is  sure  to  please! ....  3,495 
1908  Indian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,195 

1908- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,050 

Brilliant  1909-D  $5 

1909- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  A  nice  coin  for  a 

type  set . 2,895 

1909-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,150 

1909-D  AU-55 .  265 

1909-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 285 

1909-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 259 

1911  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,250 

1911  MS-61  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 365 

1911-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,095 

1911-D  EF-45  (NGC).  BriUiant.  One  of  the  scarcer 

varieties  of  the  era . 495 

1911-S  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant . 725 

1911-S  MS-60  (NGC).  BriUiant . 595 

1911-S  AU-53  (NGC).  BriUiant . 265 

1912  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,195 

1912  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 595 

1912  MS-61  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 295 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 495 

1913  MS-61  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 295 

1913-S  AU-55  (NGC).  BriUiant . 425 

1913- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 279 

1914- S  MS-60  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,195 

Lovely  1915  Half  Eagle 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,495 

1915- S  AU-53  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  519 


Lovely  1915  Half  Eagle 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,495 

1915-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  519 


$10  GOLD  EAGLES 


Our  selection  of  eagles  includes  many  Liberty  or 
Coronet  eagles,  as  well  as  many  nice  Indian  eagles.  As 
always,  we  have  combed  bourse  floors  across  America 
in  an  effort  to  find  quaUty  gold  coins  that  represent  a 
great  value  to  today’s  coUectors.  Order  with  confi¬ 
dence  from  this  Usting,  as  your  satisfaction  is  always 
guaranteed  at  Bowers  and  Merena. 

Beautiful  1801  Eagle 

1801  B-6843;  2-B.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous.  Ideal  for  a  type  set.  A  very  impressive 


coin! . 10,950 

1845  VF-25  (NGC).  BriUiant . 625 

Scarce  1846  Eagle 

1846  EF-45  (PCGS).  BriUiant  surfaces.  Scarce  in  aU 

high  grades . 2,350 

1847  EF-45  (PCGS) . 425 

1849  AU-50  (NGC).  BriUiant . 795 

1850  Large  date.  VF-35  (NGC) . 385 

1851-0  EF-45  (NGC).  BriUiant.  . 595 

1852  AU-50  (NGC).  BriUiant . 575 


Gold  Coins  from  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries 

If  you  enjoy  United  States  gold  coins 
you  have  come  to  the  right  place.  We 
would  be  delighted  to  help  you  with  your 
type  set  or  specialized  collection.  Check 
this  listing  which  includes  our  latest  acqui¬ 
sitions.  If  you  don’t  see  what  you  need, 
then  give  Gail  Watson  your  “want  list.” 
We’ll  keep  you  posted  as  new  items  come 
to  stock. 


1852  EF-45  (PCGS) . 475 

1852  VF-35  (PCGS) . 375 

1853EF-40  (PCGS) . 395 

1860EF-40  (PCGS) . 815 


Important  1870  $10 

1870  AU-53  (PCGS).  BriUiant  surfaces.  A  highly 
important  specimen  of  tliis  low-mintage  date.  From 
the  circulation  strike  production  of  only  3,990 
pieces  we  estimate  that  no  more  than  40  to  60  exist 
today!  . 2,895 

1874-S  VF-35  (NGC).  Very  scarce.  We  estimate  the 
current  population  at  below  125  coins.  Such  pieces 
were  not  coUected  until  later  years,  by  which  time 
few  were  around.  O-P-P-O-R-T-U-N-I-T-Y  at 
your  fingertips — -just  a  telephone  caU  away!  1 ,350 

Lustrous  1877-S  Eagle 

1877-S  AU-55  (NGC).  A  rarity!  It  is  our  beUef  that 
fewer  than  175  1877-S  eagles  exist  today.  The  typi¬ 
cal  grade  found — ^when,  indeed,  one  can  be  located 
at  aU — is  apt  to  be  VF.  Another find  for  the  special¬ 


ist  . 2,995 

1879- S  AU-53  (PCGS) . 395 

1880- S  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant . 395 

1881- S  MS-60  (NGC).  BriUiant . 289 

1882  AU-58  (PCGS) . 310 

1887  AU-55  (NGC) . 439 

1888- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 395 

1889- S  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant . 595 

1890- CC  AU-53  (PCGS) . 765 

Choice  Mint  State  1892  Eagle 

1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Intensely  lustrous  and 

moderately  prooflike  with  attractive  cameo 
contrast . 1,625 

1893  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  nice  example  of  a  this  date 

in  high  grade.  The  highest  graded  is  MS-64  between 
PCGS  and  NGC . 795 

1893  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant . 349 

1893  MS-61  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 329 

1893  MS-60.  BriUiant . 315 

1893  MS-60  (PCGS) . 329 

1893-S  MS-61  (PCGS) . 565 

1893- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 319 

1894  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 675 

1894  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant . 295 

1894- 0  AU-58  (NGC) . 595 

1895  MS-61  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 350 

1897  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 675 

1897-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 359 

1898  MS-63  (PCGS)  Lovely  satiny  surfaces.  ...  925 

1898  MS-61  (PCGS) . 329 

1899  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,395 

1899  MS-61  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 289 

1900- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  ex¬ 
hibit  attractive  oUve  iridescence .  1,195 

1901  MS-64  (PCGS) .  1,195 

1901  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 650 

1901  MS-62  (NGC).  BrilUant . 350 

1901- S  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,195 

1901-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,195 

1901-S  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 750 

1901- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 750 

Choice  Uncirculated  1902-S  Eagle 

1902- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  lustrous.  1,795 

1902- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 595 

1903- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 675 

1903-0  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant . 475 

1903- 0  MS-60  (NGC).  BriUiant . 345 

1904- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 795 

1904- 0  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant . 395 

1905- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,250 

1905- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 695 

1906- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 475 

1906-D  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant . 375 

1906-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 350 

1907  Liberty.  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 650 

Choice  1907  Indian  $10 

1907  Indian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  beauti¬ 
ful.  An  American  numismatic  ffvorite .  2,950 

A  lovely  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  the  new  Indian 
Head  design  by  sculptor  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens. 

1907  Indian.  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant . 750 

1907  Indian.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 459 

Choice  With  Motto  1908  $10 

1908  Indian.  With  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant 

and  attractive.  A  very  choice  specimen  at  this  grade 
level .  1,525 

1908  Indian.  With  Motto.  AU-58 .  395 

1909  AU-58  (PCGS) . 425 

1909-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 519 

1909- S  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant . 595 

1910- S  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant . 665 

1911  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant . 650 

1911- D  EF-45  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 795 

1911- S  AU-53  (NGC).  BriUiant . 635 

1912- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,295 

Choice  1913  Eagle 

1913  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,750 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,050 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1913- S  EF-45  (NGC) . 795 

Lustrous  1914-D  Eagle 

1914- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  BrilUant,  lustrous,  and 

beautiful .  1,650 

1915  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 395 

1915- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,395 


Gem  Mint  State  1926  $10 


1926  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 3,250 

1926  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,095 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with  intense  cartwheel 
lustre.  A  satiny  Indian  eagle  with  the  overaU  appeal 

of  a  higher  grade .  1,095 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 595 

1926  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant . 465 

1926  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 465 

1926  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant . 415 


Gem  1932  Eagle 

1932  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  A  particularly  choice, 
high  quality  specimen  of  the  last  readily  coUectible 
$  10  gold  coin,  the  only  readUy  obtainable  issue  of  any 


denomination  dated  in  the  1930s! . 2,995 

1932  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,050 

1932  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,050 

1932  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 465 


$20  GOLD 
DOUBLE  EAGLES 


A  beautiful  selection  of  gold  double  eagles  is  offered 
for  your  coUecting  satisfaction.  In  ffct,  this  may  be  the 
largest  offering  we  have  ever  made!!! 

The  recent  pubUc  fascination  with  $20  gold  pieces 
continues  unabated.  In  Hght  of  recent  low  prices  for 
gold  buUion,  these  large  gold  coins  have  been  “seUing 
hke  hotcakes”  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  GaUeries, 
not  only  our  distribution  of 1 857-S  $20  from  the  S.  S. 
Central  America  and,  earher,  treasures  from  the  S.S. 
Brother Jonathan,  but  just  about  aU  other  issues  as  weU. 

Scores  of  people  are  assembhng  date  runs  or  se¬ 
quences  of  these  popular  gold  coins.  Many  of  our  cus¬ 
tomers  select  MS-60  to  MS-64  pieces,  finding  coins 
in  that  range  to  be  the  ideal  comhination  ofquaUty  and 
value  received. 

1850  VF-25  (NGC).  First  year  of  this  large,  beauti¬ 
ful,  and  impressive  denomination . . . 725 

1855-S  VF-30 .  695 

1858- S  EF-40  (NGC).  BriUiant . 995 

1859- S  EF-45  (NGC) . 795 

Choice  Mint  State  1861  $20 
1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  14,950 

1867- S  EF-45  (NGC) . 895 

1868- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,450 

1870-S  EF-45  (NGC) . 595 

1872  EF-45  (NGC).  A  tough  Philadelphia  mint  is¬ 
sue . 595 

1872-S  EF-45  (NGC) . 525 

1874-CC  EF-40  (PCGS) . 895 

1874- CC  VF-35  (PCGS) . 775 

1875- CC  VF-35  (PCGS).  Pedigreed  to  the  “Rainy 

Day  CoUection.” . 750 

1875-CC  VF-35  (PCGS) . 775 

1875- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 565 

1876- CC  AU-50  (PCGS) .  1,095 

1877- S  AU-53  (PCGS) . 545 

1878  MS-60  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 619 

1878- S  AU-58  (ANACS).  BriUiant . 795 

1878-S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 550 

1878- S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Pedigreed  to  the  “Rainy  Day 

CoUection.” . : .  595 

1879  MS-60  (ANACS).  BriUiant  and  lustrous.  1,150 

1879- S  MS-60  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,395 

1880  EF-45  (PCGS) . 625 

1881-S  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant .  825 

Lovely  1883-S  MS-63  Double  Eagle 

1883-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lovely.  Over  the  years  we 
have  hanjlled  very  few  equivalent  pieces.  A  find  for 
the  speciahst . 4,950 

1883- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 635 

1884- CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Pedigreed  to  the  “Rainy 

Day  CoUection.” .  1,095 

1884-CC  VF-30  (PCGS).  Pedigreed  to  the  “Rainy 
Day  CoUection.” . 725 

1884- S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 525 

1885- S  MS-61  (NGC) . 695 

1885-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 575 

1888- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 525 

1889- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1890- CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,295 

1890-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Pedigreed  to  the  “Rainy 

Day  CoUection.” . 795 

1890- S  MS-60  (NGC) . 575 

1891- S  MS-61  (NGC) . 525 

1891- S  MS-60  (NGC).  BriUiant . 495 

1892- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
prooflike  fields,  particularly  on  the  reverse  (which 
is  considerably  finer  than  the  assigned  grade).  695 

1892- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  650 

1893  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant . 495 

1893- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 495 

1894  MS-61  (NGC) . 495 

1894  MS-61  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 495 

1895  MS-62  (NGC) . 595 

1895  MS-61  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 495 


1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,195 

1896  MS-62  (PCGS) . 595 

1896-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1896-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 475 

1896- S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 465 

1897  MS-62  (PCGS) . 595 

1897  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant . 495 

1897  AU-58  (PCGS) . 475 

1897- S  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,150 

1898- S  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,095 

1898-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 535 

1898- S  MS-61  (PCGS),  BriUiant . 495 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 925 

1899  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 519 

1899  MS-61  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 509 

1899- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 575 

1899-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 495 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,295 

1901  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 795 

1901- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 850 

1902  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  lustrous.  The  low¬ 

est  mintage  ofjust  31 ,254  in  the  20th-century  Lib¬ 
erty  double  eagle  series . 775 

1902- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 825 

1902-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 515 

1902-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 449 

1903  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,195 

1903  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 679 


The  world’s  greatest  selection  of  double  eagles?  Well, 
we  don’t  know  what  others  have,  but  we  do  know  that 
our  inventory  of  choice  hand-picked  double  eagles  is 
certainly  of  a  high  order  of  quahty  and  desirabihty.  Use 
this  hst  to  form  your  own  collection  of  America’s  largest 


regular  gold  coins. 

1903  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 495 

1903  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant . 495 

Gem  1904  Double  Eagle 

1904  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 2,650 

1904  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant . 895 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 895 

1904  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 675 

1904  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 675 

1904  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant . 495 

1904  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 495 

1904  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant . 439 

1904  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 429 

1904-S  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,095 

1904-S  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  675 

1904-S  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant . 525 

1904-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 525 

1904-S  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant . 459 

1904-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 459 

1906  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant . 545 

1907  Liberty.  MS-61  (NGC),  BriUiant . 439 

1907  Liberty.  MS-61  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  439 

1907  Liberty.  AU-55  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 429 

1907-S  Liberty.  MS-61  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  595 


Gem  1907-D  Liberty  $20 

1907-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  A  truly  excep¬ 
tional  specimen  of  the  last  year  of  Liberty  Head  $20 
coinage . . 4,695 


IT  HAD  TO  HAPPEN 

Collectors  of  postage  stamps  are 
quite  familiar  with  various  countries  that 
produce  specially-conceived  “rarities” 
and  unusual  “errors”  to  sell  to  collec¬ 
tors. 

Now  comes  our  own  Bureau  of  En¬ 
graving  and  Printing,  Department  of  the 
T reasury,  which  per  a  recent  announce¬ 
ment  has  stated: 

For  the  first  time  in  history  the 
Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  will 
offer  for  sale  to  the  public,  1 6-subject 
uncut  sheets  of  $  1 0  star  notes.  These 
uncut  sheets  sell  for  $199.  Star  notes 
were  first  used  in  1910.  They  were 
produced  in  all  denominations  to  re¬ 
place  currency  notes  that  were  re¬ 
moved  from  regular  production  due 
to  damage,  research  or  testing.  Star 
notes  have  the  same  security  fea¬ 
tures  of  other  notes,  but  can  be  dis¬ 
tinguished  by  a  star  in  lieu  of  a  suffix 
letter  at  the  end  of  its  serial  number. 

Could  be  that  every  time  that  errors 
are  made  on  the  $10  production  run, 
the  replacement  sheets  are  saved— but 
we  suspect  differently— that  these  “re¬ 
placement  notes”  are  being  made  up 
especially  as  sales  items  (if  we  are  not 
correct,  a  comment  to  the  contrary  by 
the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing 
will  receive  space  here).  Looking  to¬ 
ward  the  future,  we  can’t  anticipate  the 
Bureau  of  the  Mint  creating  off-center 
strikes,  flip-over  double  strikes,  and 
other  errors! 
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A  PENNY 

The  other  day  we  came  across  this 
“quiz”  in  the  July  1941  issue  of  the  Numis¬ 
matic  Scrapbook  Magazine  and  found  it 
interesting.  We  reprint  it  herewith,  along 
with  the  answers; 

Look  at  an  Indian  cent. 

Now,  put  it  away  and  tell  what’s  on  it 
that  represents  these  things  (watch  out 
for  puns!):  _ 

1 .  An  emblem  of  victory. 

2.  A  place  of  worship. 

3.  A  South  American  fruit. 

4.  An  emblem  of  royalty.; 

5.  Spring  flowers. 

6.  Part  of  an  eagle. 

7.  A  piece  of  armor. 

8.  Two  sides  of  a  vote. 
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FOR  YOUR  THOUGHTS 


9.  The  First  America. 

10.  Impudence. 

1 1 .  Slang  for  hat. 

12.  A  part  of  a  river. 

13.  Something  found  in  school. 

14.  An  animal. 

15.  Found  on  prison  uniforms. 

16.  Obtained  after  a  struggle. 

17.  Strokes  of  a  whip. 


Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagles 


Choice  MCMVII  Double  Eagle 
MCMVn  (1907)  High  Relief.  Wire  Edge.  MS-64 

(PCGS) .  19,950 

The  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20  is  considered  by 
many  numismatists  to  be  the  high  point  of  American 
coinage  art.  The  present  gem  piece,  a  truly  remarkable 
specimen,  will  be  a  much  appreciated  addition  to  a  6ne 
cabinet. 

The  story  of  the  MCMVII  High  ReUefdouble  eagle 
is  among  the  best  known  of  all  numismatic  tales,  and 
certainly  bears  a  brief  retelling  here.  President  Theodore 
Roosevelt,  desiring  to  improve  the  artistic  quality  of 
circulating  American  coinage,  commissioned  his  long¬ 
time  friend,  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  to  create  new 
motifs  for  every  denomination  from  the  cent  to  the 
double  eagle. 

In  his  studio  in  Cornish,  New  Hampshire,  the  artist 
prepared  sketches  and  models.  By  the  summer  of  1907, 
he  had  essentially  finished  the  work  for  the  Indian  Head 
$  1 0  and  the  related  $20 ,  the  latter  being  modeled  after  his 
sutue  of  Victory  for  the  Sherman  Victory  Monument  in 
New  York  City’s  Central  Park.  At  our  recent  offering  of 
the  Bass  Collection  Part  III  we  had  a  picture-taking 
session  in  front  of  the  statue — for  use  in  one  of  our 
publications. 

The  use  of  Roman  numerals  on  the  models  (the  first 
time  ever  for  American  federal  coinage)  added  a  pleasant 
and  unusual  touch  to  the  designs.  The  artist  died  on 
August  3,  1907,  without  having  seen  a  finished  example 
of  the  MCMVII  as  offered  here.  Afterward,  his  assistant, 
Henry  Hering,  continued  the  work  and  completed  the 
models.  A  great  contretemps  erupted  between  President 
Roosevelt  and  Chief  Engraver  Charles  Barber  at  the 
Mint.  Barber  was  angry  that  Roosevelt  had  criticized  the 
current  designs  (including  Barber’s  Liberty  Head  dime, 
quarter,  and  half  dollar  first  minted  in  1892)  and  had 
selected  an  outside  artist  to  prepare  coin  designs.  Tradi¬ 
tionally,  coin  motifs  were  the  work  of  the  Engraving 
Department  of  the  Mint  itself  (although  there  had  been 
exceptions). 

Barber  protested  that  the  High  Relief  of  the  design 
was  unacceptable  for  high-speed  coinage,  and  that  the 
new  design  was  not  feasible.  Roosevelt  er^aged  in  a  little 
“war”  with  the  Mint,  calling  it  his  “pet  crime,”  and  stated 
tliat  if only  one  coin  could  be  struck  per  day,  that’s  the  way 
it  would  be!  In  time,  some  1 1 ,250  MCMVII  pieces  were 
struck,  at  the  rate  of  several  hundred  or  more  per  day,  but 
with  difficulty  as  it  took  three  blows  of  the  coining  press 
to  fully  bring  up  the  reUef  on  the  design.  Once  this 
quantity  had  been  made.  Barber  redesigned  the  $20, 
sharply  lowered  the  relief,  and  eliminated  the  Roman 
numerals.  The  modified  Barber  design  continued  to  be 
produced  through  and  including  1933. 

Famous  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 
MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  MS-60  (NGC).  A 
lovely  Mint  State  specimen  of  this  famous  rarity,  an 
American  classic  from  the  day  it  was  minted.  High 
enough  grade  to  have  lots  of  lustre  and  beauty,  yet 
low  enough  to  be  priced  at  only . 8,895 

AU-58  MCMVII  High  ReUef  $20 
MCMVII  (1907)  High  ReUef.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A 
wonderful  example,  at  the  high-end  AU  level,  of 


this  beautiful  and  rare  issue . 8,395 

1907  Arabic  $20 

1907  Arabic  Numerals.  Regular  Saint-Gaudens 

design.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,795 

1907  Arabic  Numerals.  Regular  Saint-Gaudens 
design.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


1908  No  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  695 


Nice  coin! 

Dear  Gail: 

The  Pan  Pacific  50C  commemorative 
piece  that  you  sent  was  beautiful.  You 
and  your  company  are  indeed  heads  and 
tails  above  your  competition  in  quality 
and  service.  I  know  when  I  order  some¬ 
thing  from  you  it  will  be  in  the  grade 
advertised  or  above.  I  have  never  seen  it 
under  the  grade  as  advertised.  With  your 
competition  it  is  just  the  opposite. 

Sincerely, 

R.K.  [signed] 

Keep  up  the  good  work! 


1908  No  Motto.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilhant . 645 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilhant . 459 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilhant . 439 

1909  AU-58  ((PCGS).  BriUiant.  Rather  scarce  in  aU 

grades . 795 

1909-D  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilhant.  One  of  the  key  is¬ 
sues  of  the  era,  yet  priced  at  only . 895 

1909- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 995 

1910  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant  and  rare  in  high  grade. 

A  tough  Philadelphia  mint  issue .  1,275 

1910- S  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 750 

1911  AU-55  (PCGS) . 719 

1914-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant.  A  lovely  specimen, 

as  are  aU  of  the  Mint  State  coins  offered  here.  695 


1914-S  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 575 

1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilhant.  A  very  attrac¬ 
tive  example  of  this  popular  San  Francisco  Mint 

issue . 575 

1914-S  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant . 525 

1914- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 525 

1915  AU-58.  BriUiant . 595 

1915- S  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant . 695 

1915-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  beautifhl.695 
1915-S  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 575 

1915- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 575 

1916- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 895 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 825 

1922  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 695 

1922  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 575 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 575 

1922  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilhant . 525 

1922  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 525 

1922  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant . 519 

1922  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 519 

1922  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant . 475 

1923  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilhant . 575 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 575 

1923-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  1,195 


Marvelous  Super-Gem  1924  $20 
1924  MS-67  (NGC).  BriUiant.  We  have  seen  very  few 
1924  double  eagles  at  this  grade  level .  9,650 


Superb  Gem  1924  $20 


1924  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  1,895 

1924  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 995 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 995 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 695 

1924  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 575 

1924  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 575 


A  run  of  Philadelphia  Mint  double  eagles  1 922  to 
1 928  is  a  pleasure  to  own — and,  on  today’s  market,  such 
coins  are  quite  inexpensive.  Use  this  listing  to  acquire 


some  really  high  quality  coins! 

1924  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilhant . 495 

1924  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant . 439 

1924  MS-60  (NGC).  BriUiant . 429 

1924  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant . 419 

1925  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant . 725 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 72S 

1925  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 575 

1925  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant . 525 

1925  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 525 


Lovely  1925-S  Double  Eagle 
1925-S  AU-58  (NGC).  BriUiant.  One  of  the  weU- 


known  key  issues  of  the  1920s.  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 
tive,  a  very  nice  coin! . 2,850 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,050 

1926  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant . 695 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 695 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 595 

1926  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 495 

1927  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,095 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  A  lustrous  gem  that 

would  look  great  in  a  high-grade  type  set!  .  1 ,095 
1927  MS-64.  BriUiant.  Lustrous  and  very  attrac¬ 
tive . 695 

1927  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant . 695 

1927  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 575 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 575 

1927  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant . 495 

1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilhant .  1,095  , 

1928  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant . 695 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 695 

1928  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant . 575 


1928  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant . 495 

1928  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant . 495 


COMMEMORATIVE 
SILVER  COINS 


We’ve  been  busy  buying  commemoratives  again! 
We  firmly  beheve  that  nearly  aU  of  the  early  1 892-1 954 
issues  are  incredibly  inexpensive  in  today’s  market¬ 
place — ^in  many  instances  seUing  for  less  than  they  did 
decades  ago! 

We  have  always  hked  commemoratives,  and  con¬ 
sider  them  to  be  among  the  most  fascinating  of  aU 
American  series,  particularly  the  coins  of  the  “classic” 
era  1 892-1954.  The  fact  that  the  market  has  been  slow 
and  quiet  in  recent  times  seems  to  us  to  signal  an  op¬ 
portunity,  and  we’ve  been  writing  checks  whenever 
an  opportunity  arises. 

The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  unhesitatingly 
states  that  among  American  coins,  few  if  any  issues  can 
match  commemoratives  for  their  historical  signifi¬ 
cance.  Beyond  this  aspect,  the  series  is  laden  with  low 
mintages.  Some  issues  in  beautiful  Mint  State,  with 
mintages  ofless  than  10,000  pieces,  can  be  purchased 
for  under  $100  per  coin,  sometimes  well  under — cer¬ 
tain  pieces  from  the  Booker  T.  Washington  and 
Carver-Washington  series  are  prime  examples. 

If  commemoratives  are  your  forte,  you  have  come 
to  the  right  place  and,  in  our  opinion  at  the  right  time. 
Ifyou  don’t  have  anything  special  in  mind,  we  suggest 
starting  a  basic  type  set  which  consists  of  48  different 
designs  of  half  doUars  plus  the  1 893  Isabella  quarter  and 
1 900  Lafeyette  dollar,  for  a  grand  total  of  50  coins.  Our 
inventory  offers  the  majority  of  the  issues  for  your  se¬ 
lection.  In  fact,  due  to  our  recent  acquisitions,  this  is 
one  of  the  largest,  finest  offerings  we’ve  ever  presented! 

Superb  Gem  Uncirculated  Isabella  25^ 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
hant.  An  exceptional  specimen.  A  prize  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur!  . 4,750 

First  United  States  coin  to  depict  a  foreign  monarch, 
and  the  first  of  only  seven  U.S.  commemorative  quarter 
dollar  issues  to  date.  What  are  those  other  commemora¬ 
tive  quarters?  The  1776-1976  dual-dated  Bicentennial 
issue,  and  the  five  sute  quarter  issues  of 1 999.  By  the  time 
the  state  quarter  series  ends,  we  will  have  at  least  52 
commemorative  quarters  in  our  sets! 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  From  our  fisting  you  might  think  that  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries  has  a  “comer”  on  all  of  the 
nice  commemoratives  on  the  market.  Well,  we 
don’t,  but  wish  we  did.  However,  when  it  comes  to 
quality,  our  inventory  is  nicer  than  any  other  we  have 


ever  seen  (and  we  do  “get  around”) .  1,095 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-63  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 739 


1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-62.  Brilliant.  650 

Notable  Mint  State  1900  Lafayette  $1 
1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  toning . 2,750 

Struck  the  year  before  the  date  appearing  on  the  coin, 
on  December  14,  1899,  the  100th  anniversary  of 
Washington’s  death;  Lafayette  and  Washington  pictured 
on  obverse,  Lafayette  on  horseback  on  reverse,  thus  the 
first  U.S.  coin  with  the  same  person  depicted  twice  on  the 
same  coin;  first  commemorative  silver  dollar;  first  depic¬ 
tion  of  a  president  on  a  publicly  distributed  legal  tender 
U.S.  coin. 

Further,  Lafayette  dollars  were  struck  from  hand- 
punched  dies,  resulting  in  several  collectible  die  varieties, 
a  highly  unusual  feamre  among  federal  cbins  of  that  era. 
all  others  of  which  were  stereotyped  except  for  the  date 
logotype  and  mintmark  punch. 

Gem  1921  Alabama  Half  Dollar 
1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  2,675 
1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS),  Brilliant.810 


Remarkable  Alabama  2X2  50? 

1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.2,735 
1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  2,735 
1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. .  925 
1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  485 


1936  Albany.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 349 

1936  Albany.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 285 

Superb  Gem  1937  Antietam 

1937  Antietam.  MS-67  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  .  1,550 

1936- S  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 85 

1937- D  Arkansas.  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 359 

1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces .  109 

1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  109 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers 

with  amber  peripheral  toning . 665 


1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant.  .  665 
1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant.  ..  665 

1937- D  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  whisper  of  golden 

iridescence  on  both  sides . 319 

1938  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  rose  and  gold  iri¬ 
descence  present.  Remarkably  low  mintage! .  499 

1938  Boone.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 499 

1938  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 349 

1938- D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 405 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 

a  hint  of  pale  gold  and  rose.  Rare!  . 299 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant. ...  599 
1951  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 65 

The  Carver-Washington  sets,  with  their  multiplicity 
of  varieties,  were  a  rerun  of  the  largely  unsuccessful 
Booker  T.  Washington  issuesof  1946-1951;  on  the  map 
of  the  U.S.  on  the  reverse  of  the  coin  Delaware  was 


omitted! 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  BriUiant .  18 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 235 


This  issue  was  a  personal  project  for  the  profit  of 
numismatist  and  “pirate”  (of  sorts)  Thomas  G.  Mehsh. 
Even  within  Cincinnati  few  people  knew  about  the 
coins,  and  the  50th  anniversary  commemorated  had  no 
basis  in  historical  fact. 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  .315 
1936  Cleveland.  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  ...  865 
1936  Cleveland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 249 

Distributed  by  Thomas  G.  Melish,  who  also  distrib¬ 
uted  the  19.56  Cincinnati  half  doUars;  although  the  half 
dollars  pertained  to  Cleveland,  distribution  was  from 
Melish’s  Cincinnati  office  over  200  miles  away  at  the 
Kentucky  border. 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  ob¬ 
verse  with  gold,  rose  and  blue  toning  on  the 


reverse . 249 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 98 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beau- 
tifiil . 98 


1936-D  Columbia.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  .215 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  195 

1892  Columbian.  MS-63  (ANACS).  BriUiant.  ..  85 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Golden  sur¬ 
faces . 189 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65.  BriUiant.  One  of  the 
rarer  ways  to  obtain  a  numismatic  depiction  of  the 
Charter  Oak  (also  pictured  on  the  Connecticut 
“State  Reverse”  quarter) . 595 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant.  595 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  595 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant. ...  275 

1936  Delaware.  MS-63  (PCGS),  BriUiant . 235 

1936  Elgin.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces  with  deep  amber  peripheral  toning. ...  1,695 

1936  Elgin.  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 499 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Champagne  centers  with 

amber  toning  on  the  rims . 285 

Authorized  in  1936  for  an  anniversary  that  had  al¬ 
ready  taken  place  in  1935;  profits  from  the  sale  of  this 
issue  went  toward  the  work  on  a  statue  in  Elgin,  which  to 


this  day  lias  not  been  erected. 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1936  Elgin.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  195 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 675 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 289 


1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant. ...  159 

Grant  was  regarded  as  a  fine  general,  but  a  poor 
president.  On  the  other  hand,  Andrew  Jackson  seems  to 
have  excelled  in  both  categories  and  ditto  for  DDE. 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-64.  BriUiant . 95 

Choice  1922  Grant  50? 

With  Star 

1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
Among  early  commemorative  half  doUars  this  is  the 
great  classic  (although  much  about  it  has  been  for¬ 
gotten  today).  Very  scarce  in  this  high  grade.2,395 

The  with-star  variety  was  apparently  coined  in  error, 
for  the  Commission  had  not  ordered  them;  the  star  had 
no  historical  or  other  meaning  except  to  create  a  different 
variety;  in  Mint  Sute  this  is  the  rarest  commemorative 
half  dollar  today. 

Rare  1928  Hawaiian  Commemorative 
1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  The  rar¬ 
est  and  most  desirable  of  the  commemorative 

“types.”  Always  in  demand! . 2,750 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  1,395 
1928  Hawaiian.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 1,295 

1928  Hawaiian.  AU-50.  Light  golden  surfeces.  1 ,150 
1935  Hudson.  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Hard  to  find.  495 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-63.  BriUiant .  139 

1946  Iowa.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 85 

1925  Lexington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ...  619 

1925  Lexington.  MS-63.  BriUiant .  109 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.529 
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1936  Long  Island.  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 85 

1936  Lynchbuig.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Gold  suffices.  709 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63.  BriUiant .  185 

1920  Maine.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 595 


Originally  envisioned  to  circulate  at  face  value  to 
promote  Maine;  one  of  two  commemoratives  connected 
with  this  state  (1936  York  County  is  the  other).  It  is  not 
known  who  designed  this  coin,  although  Anthony  de 
Francisci  prepared  the  models  from  the  design. 

1920  Maine.  MS-64.  BriUiant . 245 

1920  Maine.  AU-58.  BriUiant .  109 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 335 

Fairly  scarce  at  the  gem  level  as  offered  here. 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 335 

1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-63.  BriUiant . 810 

1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

surfaces . 810 

Brilliant  1923-S  Monroe  50^ 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  2,495 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BiiUiant . 409 

This  may  be  the  ugliest  of  the  early  commemorative 
designs — but  is  necessary  to  have  as  a  foil  or  contrast  to 
other  designs  which  by  definition  are  nicer. 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Bril¬ 


liant . 995 

1938  New  RocheUe.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  445 
1938  New  RocheUe.  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  309 
1938  New  RocheUe.  AU-55.  BriUiant . 275 


In  1905-6  George  M.  Cohan’s  hit  song,  Forty-Five 
Minutes  fiom  Broadway,  made  fun  of  this  town,  much  to 
the  displeasure  of  those  who  lived  there.  Today,  New 
Rochelle  appreciates  the  distinction,  and  there  is  a  sign  to 
this  effect  on  the  platform  of  the  commuter  rail  station. 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-67  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  595 

The  issuers  made  much  of  the  fact  that  the  British 
crown  was  depicted  on  this,  an  American  coin;  this  coin 
was  dated  1936  despite  the  fact  that  it  was  not  authorized 
by  Congress  until  1937;  this  coin  bore  five  dates  as  part  of 
the  design,  none  of  which  was  the  date  of  mintage. 


1936  Norfolk.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 485 

1936  Norfolk.  AU-50 .  355 


1926  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  495 

This  issue  commemorates  no  particular  date  anni¬ 
versary  (such  as  50th,  100th,  etc.);  this  was  the  first  of  the 
extended  series  of commemoratives  that  were  considered 
exploitative  by  collectors.  However,  in  this  instance, 
collectors  have  enjoyed  the  experience.  A  few  years  ago 
members  of  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 
voted  this  as  their  favorite  design.  In  1999  the  Bureau  of 
the  Mint  armounced  that  a  plaque  with  this  design  would 
be  among  those  put  on  the  facade  of  its  new  headquarters 


being  built  in  Washington. 

1926  Oregon.  AU-50 . 95 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 215 

1928  Oregon.  MS-67  (NGC).  BriUiant .  1,475 

1928  Oregon.  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 435 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  ..  709 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  199 

1936  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  155 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 275 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 245 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-60.  Brilliant .  145 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BrilUant . 225 

1938- D  Oregon.  MS-66  (NGC).  BriUiant . 255 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 255 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 235 

1938-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 225 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 235 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 225 

1939  Oregon.  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant . 615 


Low  mintage  alert!  (Look  it  up) 

1939-D  Oregon.  MS-67  (NGC).  BriUiant.  1 ,695 
1939-D  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  1,695 
1939-S  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  ...  615 
1939-S  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  ...  495 

Low  mintage  alert!  (Look  it  up) 

Superb  Gem  1915-S  Pan-Pacific  50y 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.3,975 
1915-S  Panama-  Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant. 

A  classic .  1,245 

Originally,  it  was  hoped  to  bring  a  steam-powered 
coining  press  to  the  Exposition  grounds  to  strike  com¬ 
memorative  halves  on  the  spot,  but  this  proved  unfea¬ 
sible. 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny 


surfaces  with  hght  amber  toning .  1,245 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  BriUiant . 569 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 569 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (NGC).  BriUiant .  155 

1920  Pilgnm.  MS-63  (PCGS).  BnUiant . 92 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 89 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  BriUiant . 709 


Serving  as  one  of  several  inspirations  for  the  issuance 
of  commemoratives  for  meaningless  occasions,  this  par¬ 
ticular  half  dollar  was  produced  on  the  301st  anniversary 
of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims.  Not  well  known  is  the  fact 
that  a  French  ship  was  stranded  at  Plymouth  a  few  years 
before  1 620,  and  after  their  arrival  the  Pilgrims  found  the 


buried  body  of  one  of  the  unfortunate  sailors  (cf.  Historical 
Magazine). 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 709 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  BriUiant . 249 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant.519 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 1,365 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-67  (PCGS) . 995 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-66  (NGC).  Lovely  golden  suf¬ 
fices . 335 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 265 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 265 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant  centers  with 
a  whisper  of  hght  golden  peripheral  toning.  ..  249 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  139 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  ..  109 

1935- S  San  Diego.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lighdy  toned.  109 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-63.  BriUiant . 72 

1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  ...  72 

1926  Sesquicentennial  MS-64  (PCGS) . 625 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  125 
1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces .  2,975 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  AU-55 .  850 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant.225 

The  memory  of  recently  (1923)  deceased  President 
Harding,  mentioned  in  the  original  legislation  authoriz¬ 
ing  this  issue,  was  not  mentioned  on  the  coin;  the  vast 
quantity  of 5,000,000  authorized  was  the  laigest  since  the 
Columbian  Exposition  coins  of  1892-1893. 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.98 


1934  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  115 

1934  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  115 

1935  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  115 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  BrilUant . 595 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Li^t  golden  surfices.249 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 249 

1936-S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 249 

1936- S  Texas.  MS-65  (NGC).  BriUiant .  179 

1937  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  115 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-66  (NGC).  Lightly  toned. ..  245 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  BriUiant . 259 

1938- D  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  279 

What’s  with  the  silly  low  prices  on  such  coins  as  this? 


If  they  were  part  of  the  modem  Mint  series,  a  coin  ofwhich 
only  a  few  thousand  were  made  would  sell  for  thousands 
of  dollars.  Quick!  Buy  some  classic  old  commemoratives 
while  the  market  isn’t  looking! 

Lovely  1925  Vancouver 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  1,550 
1925  Vancouver.  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant  centers 


with  lovely  rainbow  peripheral  toning .  385 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant . 319 


Struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  but  S  mintmark 
omitted  in  error;  the  celebration  was  a  local  event,  did  not 
attract  nationwide  attention,  and  relatively  few  coins 
were  sold. 

1925  Vancouver.  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 269 

1927  Vermont.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  945 

This  issue  was  authorized  two  years  before  the  mint¬ 
ing  date,  a  remarkable  situation,  as  typically 
commemoratives  were  authorized  in  the  same  year  of 
issue;  the  catamount  pictured  on  the  reverse  is  a  reference 
to  the  Catamount  Tavern,  where  the  Green  Mountain 
Boys  quaffed  ale;  this  half  dollar  is  one  of  the  few 
commemoratives  to  bear  a  day  date,  in  this  instance 
August  16,  to  the  left  of  the  catamount;  Vermont  half 
dollars  were  struck  in  higher  relief  than  any  other  com¬ 
memorative  coin. 

1927  Vermont.  AU-58  (PCGS) .  169 

1927  Vermont.  AU-55  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  175 

1946-PDS  set.  Booker  T.  Washington  Housed  in 
the  original  holder,  the  holder  being  rarer  than  the 
coins!  Ideal  for  display  or  “show  and  teU.”  MS- 
63 . 595 

1948- S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Golden  toning.  65 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 99 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  195 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Lighdy  toned.29 

1951- D  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 75 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-67  (NGC).  BnUiant . 875 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned. 295 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  nicely  toned 
gem . 249 

According  to  provisions  of  the  congressional  acts 
enabling  this,  the  Bridgeport,  and  the  Delaware  half 
dollars,  although  coinage  was  to  be  a  minimum  of25 ,000, 
there  was  no  stated  maximum,  and  an  unlimited  quantity 
could  have  been  made  at  the  time;  this  coin,  like  a  few 
other  commemoratives,  also  bears  a  day  date,  4th  ofjuly 
Anno  Domini  1 836;  remainder  coins  were  still  being  sold 


by  the  state  in  the  1 950s. 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BrilUant . 225 

1936  Wisconsin.  AU-58 .  169 

1936  York.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1936  York.  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 210 

1936  York.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  195 


COMMEMORATIVE 
GOLD  COINS 


The  popularity  of  commemorative  gold  issues 
from  the  classic  era — 1903  to  1926 — is  growing 
steadily  after  having  been  in  the  “numismatic  dol¬ 
drums”  for  several  years.  This  exciting  series  con¬ 
sists  of  just  13  different  date  and  type 
combinations,  some  of  them  highly  affordable, 
and  some  of  extreme  rarity.  There  is  no  better 
time  than  the  present  to  begin,  or  add  to,  a  col¬ 
lection  of  these  popular  issues. 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-62  (PCGS).  BriUiant.  1,350 

1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-60  (NGC). 

BriUiant . 755 

1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (NGC). 

BriUiant .  1,050 

1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  AU-55  (PCGS). 

BriUiant . 675 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 

portrait.  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant .  1,095 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley 

portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 645 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  doUar.  McICinley  por¬ 
trait.  AU-58  (PCGS).  BriUiant . 395 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63.  BriUiant.575 
1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
Uant . 575 

1916  McKinley  gold  doUar.  AU-58  (NGC) . 425 

1916  McKinley  gold  doUar.  AU-58  (PCGS). ...  425 

Lustrous  1917  McKinley  gold  doUar 

1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
Uant .  1,550 

1917  McKinley  gold  doUar.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
Uant . 595 

Unusual  distinction:  This  is  the  only  gold  coin  struck 
by  the  Mint  in  the  year  1917.  No  regular  issues  were 
made. 

Gem  1915-S  Pan-Pacific  $2.50 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  MS-65 

(NGC).  BriUiant.  The  rarest  of  the  smaUer  denomi¬ 


nation  commemorative  gold  coins  .  5,995 

Attractive  Panama-Pacific  $2.50 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  MS-63. 

BriUiant.  A  beautiful  and  rare  issue .  2,895 


The  obverse  depicts  a  hippocampus,  while  the  re¬ 
verse  is  loosely  adapted  from  a  motif  created  by  George  T. 
Morgan  and  first  employed  on  pattern  half  dollars  of  1 877 
(and  the  1879  Schoolgirl  dollar). 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  AU-58 

(NGC).  BriUiant .  1,275 

1926  Sesquicentennial  Quarter  Eagle 
1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-65 
(PCGS).  BriUiant.  Very  few  MS-65  coins  exist.  Dis¬ 
tribution  of  grades  seems  to  be  logaritlimic.  3,795 
1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  BriUiant . 895 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63 

(NGC).  BriUiant . 550 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  BriUiant . 550 

1 926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-62.  BriUiant. 
365 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
BrilUant . 365 

Wonderful  $50  Round  1915-S  Panama-Pacific 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  $50  Round.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  BriUiant.  America’s  rarest  commemorative 
gold  coin — with  just  483  distributed.  A  long-time 
classic .  41,500 

Writing  in  Numismatic  Art  in  America,  1971,  art  his¬ 
torian  Cornelius  Vermeule  commented  on  the  design: 

“Robert  Aitken  tried  to  create  modem,  pseudo- 
Athenian  coins,  in  an  idiom  of  archaeological  classicism 
popular  among  many  American  sculptors  trained  partly  at 
the  American  Academy  in  Rome  before  and  after  the 
First  World  War.  His  ideas  were  laudable.  There  were  a 
minimum  of  inscriptions,  classic  Greco-Egyptian  profile 
of  Athena  in  full  panoply,  the  date  in  Roman  numerals, 
and  a  naturalistic  owl  in  a  mass  of  western  pine  cones. 
Dolphins  fill  the  corners  of  the  octagonals. ...  In  an  overall 
view,  the  arresting  featureofthegiantgoldcoins  was  their 
archaistic  treatment  of  details  and  rehef  Athena’s  crest, 
wreath,  curls,  and  aegis  imitate  the  work  of  an  ancient 
bronze.  The  bead  and  reel  between  the  outside  rims 
comes  from  Greek  architecture,  and  a  fomi  of  the  letter¬ 
ing  around  the  rim  recalls  Roman  sestertii  of  the  Empire 
or  papal  medallions  of  the  Cinquccento.  These  coins 
were  a  tour  de  force,  dated  to  be  sure,  but  unusual  enough 
in  all  respects  to  be  worthy  ofwhat  American  numismatic 
art  could  achieve  when  creativity  and  Mint  technique 
worked  in  unison.’’ 

Classic  1915-S  Pan-Pacific  Round  $50 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  $50  Round.  AU-58 

(PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  example  of  this  rar¬ 
ity .  26,500 

Lovely  $50  Octagonal  1915-S  Panama-Pacific 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  $50  Octagonal.  MS-62 

(PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  octagonal  version  of  the 
design,  with  some  differences  including  dolphins  in 
each  of  the  angles .  34,500 

Rare  1915-S  Octagonal  $50 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  $50  Octagonal.  MS-61 


Don’t  miss  our  book  specials  and 
current  titles  on  the  back  page  of 

this  issue  of  The  Coin  Collector! 


Books  Are  Your  Key  To  Success! 


(PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  fitting  conclusion  to  our  abso¬ 
lutely  dazzling  offering  of  commemoratives!  27,500 

Commemorative  Memorabilia 

Panama-Pacific  Memorabilia:  Booklet  No.  1 .  Sec¬ 
ond  edition.  Post  card.  4  admission  coupons  at¬ 
tached  together  No.  3502.  Bronze  token.  Original 
case  for  a  full  Panama-Pacific  gold  coin  set — a 
leather  box  with  five  holes,  two  for  the  $50.00 
pieces,  one  for  the  50  cent  piece,  one  for  the  quar¬ 
ter  eagle  and  one  for  the  gold  dollar.  All  for  1,495 

Collection  of  Memorabilia  of  sculptor  Elizabeth 
Jones.  Collection  of  Ms.  Elizabeth  Jones,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  President  Reagan  in  1981  as  the  11th 
Chief  Sculptor  and  Engraver  of  the  United  States 
Mint.  Ms  Jones  was  also  the  first  woman  to  have 
been  appointed  to  this  position.  Her  artistic  abil¬ 
ity  has  been  equaled  by  few  others  in  America.  At 
one  time  Coin  World  called  her  a  modern-day 
equivalent  of  the  legendary  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens.  1.  REAGAN,  RONALD.  Four  Signed 
Photos,  color,  8  x  10”  and  10  X  8”,  Washington, 
November  9,  1981,  April  30,  1982,  February  2, 
1983  and  December  22,  1988.  Each  photograph 
features  President  Reagan  and  Chief  Sculptorjones. 
The  photos  were  aU  taken  at  The  White  House, 
during  Ms.  Jones  term.  Signed  by  Ronald  Reagan- 
Official  White  House  photographs,  a.  Ehzabeth 
Jones  Shaking  hands  with  President  Reagan  at 
White  House  reception,  November  9,  1981.  b. 
President  Reagan,  Donna  Pope  and  EKzabethJones 
in  Oval  Office,  April  30, 1982.  c.  President  Reagan, 
Treasurer  Donald  Regan,  Donna  Pope  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Jones  in  Oval  Office,  February  3,  1983.  d. 
President  Reagan  shaking  hands  with  Elizabeth 
Jones  in  the  Oval  Office,  December  22, 1988.  Style 
of  signatures  varies  over  the  years.  2.  Five  First  Strike 
Press  Kits  as  follows:  a.  Three  statue  of  Liberty  First 
Strike  Kits,  $5  gold  piece,  October  18,  1985:  in¬ 
cluding  the  signatures  ofjames  Baker  III,  Hawley 
Oakes,  Katherine  D.  Ortega  and  others,  on  one  of 
the  programs:  decorative  invitation.  October  19, 
1986,  U.  S.  Assay  Office,  San  Francisco,  CA  for  the 
First  Strike  ceremony  for  the  U.  S.  silver  buUion 
coin.  b.  Press  Kit  for  the  First  Strike  Gold  Ameri¬ 
can  eagle  gold  bullion  coin,  September  8, 1 986,  in¬ 
cluded:  Ehzabeth  Jones  Ceremony  name  tag  ribbon, 
c.  Press  Kit  for  the  First  Strike  of  the  1 988  U.  S. 

Olympic  Gold  Coin.  A  most  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative  collection.  Very  Fine  condition .  1,495 

Colorful  B.T.W.  Display  Board 

Booker  T.  Washington  punchboard.  Mint  condi¬ 
tion  containing  10  1946-dated  Booker  T.  Wasliing- 
ton  half  dollars.  The  punchboard  contains  1,000 
holes,  to  be  sold  at  five-cents  per  punch.  This  is  se¬ 
rial  number  25144.  “The  profits  arising  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  these  coins  goes  toward  the  program  to 
perpetuate  the  ideals  of  teaching  of  Booker  T. 
Washington  at  his  birthplace  in  Frankhn  County, 
Virginia”  Dimensions  approximately  10  by  16 
inches.  A  colorflil  item  that  would  make  a  great  dis¬ 
play  all  by  itself!  We  know  of  only  one  other  in  ex¬ 
istence  . 3,500 


TIME  OUT 
FOR  A  BREAK 

Submitted  by  Kathy  Helgesen  Fuller: 

Clones  are  people,  two 
No  sense  being  pessimistic,  it  prob¬ 
ably  wouldn’t  work  anyway 

COLE’S  LAW:  Thinly  sliced  cabbage 
Does  the  name  Pavlov  ring  a  bell? 
Houses  burn  down  while  they  are 
burning  up 

(Similarly)  Once  you  cut  down  a  tree, 
you  cut  it  up 

Energizer  bunny  arrested,  charged 
with  battery 

Eschew  sesquipedalianism 
Anything  free  is  worth  what  you  pay 
for  it 

Atheism  is  a  non-prophet  organiza¬ 
tion 

Help  stamp  out  and  eradicate  and 
eliminate  superfluous  redundancy 

I  used  to  think  I  was  indecisive,  but 
now  I’m  not  sure 

Microbiology  Lab:  Staph  Only! 
Editing  is  a  rewording  activity 
A  waist  is  a  terrible  thing  to  mind 
My  reality  check  just  bounced 
Santa’s  elves  are  just  a  bunch  of  sub¬ 
ordinate  Clauses 

What  if  there  were  no  hypothetical 
questions? 

Entropy  isn’t  what  it  used  to  be 
Boycott  shampoo...  Demand  REAL 
poo! 

IRS:  Be  audit  you  can  be! 
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This  and  That 

OLD  GUARD,  NEW  GUARD:  “The  middle  class  always  ruins  the  upper  class’s  fun. 
Especially  when  the  middle  class  has  money.”  (Urban  planning  scholar  Elliot  Sclar  as 
quoted  by  the  New  York  Times) 

•  •  • 

CHANGING  HISTORY:  An  interesting  article  by  T.R.  Reid  in  the  International 
Herald  Tribune  noted  that  in  England,  writers  are  quite  annoyed  with  the  new  United 
States  movie  about  a  submarine,  U-571,  which  informs  viewers  that  “a  daring  crew  of  a 
U.S.  submarine  [captures]  a  code  machine  from  a  German  submarine,  one  of  the  most 
crucial  intelligence  breakthroughs  of  World  War  II.”  There  are  a  few  problems,  however, 
concerning  the  trudi;  The  code  machine  was  taken  from  another  submarine,  U-1 10,  in 
May  1 941 ,  before  United  States  was  involved  in  World  War  II,  and,  most  important, 
“the  daring  sailors  who  captured  and  boarded  that  U-boat  were,  of  course,  not  American 
but  British.”  Still  another  Hollywood  “history”  film  is  in  the  works  according  to  the  same 
writer,  this  featuring  American  stars  and  about  “the  soldiers  who  escaped  from  the 
German’s  highest  security  prison,  Colditz.”  As  a  historical  matter,  109  British  officers 
escaped  from  Colditz;  no  Americans  did.  T.R.  Reid  did  conclude  that  perhaps  Americans 
“escaped  with  the  screen  rights.” 

•  •  • 

FROM  A  CATM.OGUE  by  Gump’s  of  San  Francisco:  An  embroidered  pillow  bears 
the  inscription  “TOO  MUCH  OF  A  GOOD  THING  IS  SIMPLY  WONDERFUL.” 

•  •  • 

MOST  BEAUTIFUL:  “What  is  the  most  beautiful  numismatic  book  ever  produced?” 
Well,  we  didn’t  know,  that  is  until  we  read  riie  description  of  lot  61 1  in  George  Frederick 
Kolbe’s  Auction  Sale  LXXXI,  which  proclaimed  in  its  headline  that  such  a  book  was  by 
F.  R.  Charpentier  and  others  and  is  titled,  Medailles  Surles  Princtpaux  ivenements  du  Entier 
de  Louis  le  Grand,  avec  des  Explicatoins  Historiques,  published  in  Paris  in  1 723.  Supporting 
the  “Most  Beautiful  Numismatic  Book  Ever  Produced”  headline  is  the  description: 
“Handsomely  engraved  allegorical  frontispiece  leaf  by  Simonneau  after  Coypel,  title  leaf 
within  an  engraved  border  by  Simonneau  with  a  finely  engraved  vignette  by  le  Clerc,  318 
numbered  leaves  of  text  (verso  blank),  each  with  a  fine  engraving  of  a  commemorative 
medsd  of  Louis  XIV  at  the  head,  all  within  various  finely  engraved  borders,  (12)  page  Table 
des  Medailles  at  the  end.  Folio:  43.5  X  30  X  7  cm.  Finely  bound  in  contemporary  pale 
green  (portions  faded  to  tan)  crushed  full  morocco,  two  panels  comprised  of  triple  gilt 
fillets  on  both  covers,  inner  panels  featuring  lovely  gilt  floral  sprays  at  corners,  six  raised 
bands,  red  morocco  spine  label,  gilt,  remaining  sbc  compartments  incorporating  the  same 
gilt  floral  spray  within  intricate  gilt  tooled  borders,  board  edges  double-ruled  in  gilt,  gilt 
inner  dentelles,  marbled  endsheets,  all  page  edges  ^It...” 

•  •  • 

“BESTIAIRE”  or  Beasdary  in  English,  was  the  title  of  a  recent  sale  held  in  Paris  by 
Sabine  Bourgey.  The  auction  featured  over  200  coins  in  which  animals,  real  and  mythical, 
formed  the  motif  ranging  fi'om  horse  and  eagles  to  pigs,  sheep,  roosters,  elephants— you 
name  it.  Among  the  pieces  were  U.S.  $5  and  $10  pieces  of  1914  to  illustrate  eagles. 


Hoffecker’s  Personal  Medal 
ANA  Presidential  gold  medal  inscribed  1939/L. 
W.  HOFFECKERyi941 .  These  medals,  produced 
in  “coin  gold”  (.900  fine)  were  produced  to  mark 
the  presidency  of  the  American  Numismatic  As¬ 
sociation.  Hoffecker,  who  served  the  term  from 
1939  to  1941,  was  earlier  a  major  promoter  and 
distributor  of  various  commemorative  coinage  is¬ 
sues,  notably  1935  Old  Spanish  Trail  and  1936 
Elgin  issues.  Unique,  of  course — with  Hoffecker 
inscription .  1,500 


PATTERNS 


Impressive  Gem  Proof  1869  Pattern  10^ 
Standard  Silver  Issue 

1869  pattern  Dime.  P-781,  J-702.  Proof-66 
(PCGS).  Rarity-6.  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  STAN¬ 
DARD  SILVER  issue.  Sharply  struck  and  richly 
toned  in  deep  golden  gray,  dark  rose,  and  electric 
blue.  A  choice  gem  Proof . 2,895 

Diademed  and  ribboned  head  of  Liberty  to  right, 
hair  flowing,  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  ribbon  below 
bust,  reverse  with  STANDARD  SILVER  over  an  oak 
and  laurel  wreath,  denomination  within  wreath,  date 
below. 

The  STANDARD  SILVER  issues  of  the  date  were 
generally  smaller  and  lighter  in  weight  than  their  circulat¬ 
ing  counterparts.  The  STANDARD  SILVER  dime 
weighs  31 .5  grains,  while  the  circulating  dimes  of  the  era 
weighed  38.4  grains. 

Desirable  1869  Pattern  Dime 
Standard  Silver  Issue 

1869  pattern  Dime.  P-787,  J-708.  Proof-63 
(NGC).  Rarity-5.  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  STAN¬ 
DARD  SILVER  issue.  Mainly  brilliant  with  a  sheen 
of  pale  champagne  toning.  A  lovely  Proof  example 
of  a  popular  pattern  issue .  1,575 

Diademed  head  ofLiberty  to  right,  star  at  her  fore¬ 
head,  ribbon  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  below,  STAN¬ 
DARD  SILVER  and  wreath  reverse. 

The  pattern  dimes  of  this  date  are  closer  in  size  to  the 
circulating  half  dimes  of  the  era. 

Gem  Proof  1869  Pattern  25^ 

Standard  Silver  Issue 

1869  Twenty-five  cent  piece.  P-808,  J-727. 
Proof-65  (NGC).  Rarity-5.  Silver.  Reeded  edge. 
STANDARD  SILVER  issue.  Pale  golden  toning 
lends  an  air  ofbeauty  to  the  frosty  motifs  and  reflec¬ 
tive  fields.  A  dehghtful  gem  Proof  pattern ..  2,495 

Head  ofLiberty  to  right,  LIBERTY  on  ribbon  in  her 
hair,  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  ribbon  below.  STAN¬ 
DARD  SILVER  and  wreath  reverse. 

The  various  STANDARD  SILVER  quarter  pat¬ 
terns  weigh  77.0  grains  or  84.0  grains,  while  the  circulat¬ 
ing  quarters  of  the  era  weighed  96.0  grains. 

Cameo  Proof  1869  Pattern  50^ 

Standard  Silver  Issue 

1869  pattern  Fifty-cent  piece.  P-831,  J-748. 
Proof-65  (NGC).  Rarity-5.  Silver.  Reeded  edge. 
STANDARD  SILVER  issue.  Dehghtful  medium 
champagne  toning  on  frosty  motifs  and  mirrored 
fields . 2,695 

Head  ofLiberty  to  right,  LIBERTY  on  ribbon  in  her 
liair,  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  ribbon  below.  STAN¬ 
DARD  SILVER  and  wreath  reverse. 

The  various  STANDARD  SILVER  half  dollar  is¬ 
sued  weighed  1 54.0  and  1 68.0  grains,  while  the  circulat¬ 
ing  half  dollars  of  the  era  weighed  192.0  grains. 

1869  Pattern  50<  Rarity  Gem  Proof 
Standard  Silver  Issue 

1869  pattern  Fifty-cent  piece.  P-839,  J-755. 
Proof-65  (NGC).  Rarity-6  to  7.  Silver.  Plain  edge. 
STANDARD  SILVER  issue.  A  mainly  brifliant 
cameo  Proof  pattern  with  a  blush  of  attractive  cham¬ 
pagne  toning.  Rarity  and  aesthetic  quality  go  hand  in 
hand  where  this  beauty  is  concerned .  3,295 

Head  ofLiberty  to  right,  LIBERTY  on  ribbon  in  her 
hair,  star  on  forehead,  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  ribbon 
below.  STANDARD  SILVER  and  wreath  reverse. 

1836  pattern  doIlar.P-65,  J-60  original.  Rarity-1. 
Proof-25  (PCGS) . 4,795 

1880  Metric  Pattern  $1 
P-1848  in  Silver 

1880  pattern  doUar.  P-1848,  J-1648.  Rarity-6+.  8/ 
7.  Metric  reverse.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Silver. 
Reeded  edge.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  ton¬ 
ing.  The  obverse  is  deeply  mirrorlike.  The  re¬ 
verse,  upon  close  examination,  shows  some 
planchet  preparation  lines  at  the  center,  as 
made.  Surfaces  on  the  reverse  are  brilliant,  with 
a  delicate  hint  of  gold . 6,350 

1880  Goloid  Metric  Pattern  $1 
P-1851  in  Goloid  or  Related  Alloy 

1880  pattern  dollar.  P-1851,  J-1651.  Rarity-6. 
Metric  reverse.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Goloid  met¬ 
ric  dollar.  Reeded  edge.  Brilliant  and  attractive. 
Delicate  toning.  The  reverse  shows  some  slight 
traces  of  light  striking  at  the  center,  not  unusual  for 
the  issue . 5,095 


COUNTERSTAMPED 
_ COINS _ 

1807/6  large  cent.  Sheldon-273.  Counterstamped  on 
the  obverse.  Crossed  arrows,  with  crown  above  all 
in  oval  punch.  F-15 . 295 

SO  CALLED  DOLLARS 


1876  Centennial  Medal.  Bronze . 79 

1876  Centennial  Gilt  Bronze . 79 


1876  Centennial  Medal.  Bronze . 79 

1876  Centennial  Gilt  Bronze . 79 


TOKENS,  MEDALS,  ETC. 


No  Date)  Civil  War  Token.  Fuld-143/261  VF. ..  35 
(No  Date)  Civil  War  Token.  Fuld-180-430.  EF.  39 
1833  Low-72.  Rarity-6.  Francis  Brigham.  AU- 
50.  Cheapside,  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  to¬ 
ken.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this  issue,  perennially  a 
favorite  rarity,  depicting  as  it  does  a  long  row  of 

storefronts  in  this  whaling  port .  1 ,095 

Brigham  was  an  entrepreneur  and  engaged  in  pur¬ 
suits  ranging  from  dentistry  to  retailing,  in  the  jack-of- 
all-trades  style  of  certain  other  figures  who  were  memo¬ 
rialized  by  tokens  and  other  numismatic  items  {e.g., 
Lewis  Feuchtwanger  at  the  high  end.  Dr.  G.G.  Wilkins 
at  the  low  end). 

1833  L-73.  Francis  Brigham.  Cheapside,  New 
Bedford  token.  VF-30.  From  the  Garrett  sale.  Lot 

1155 .  325 

1835  L-176.  FIT-434.  Gustin  &  Blake.  Chelsea, 
Vermont.  G-VG  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Re¬ 
touched  reverse  die.  Soft  brown  surfaces . 590 

This  token,  rare  in  its  own  right  and  even  rarer  as  one 
of  the  few  early  tokens  available  from  the  state  of  Ver¬ 
mont,  was  struck  from  very  crude  dies — which, 
numismaticaUy,  makes  such  pieces  all  the  more  desirable. 

Libertas  Americana  Medal 
1781  Betts-615.  Libertas  Americana  Medal  in 
copper.  Proof-60.  A  lovely,  far  above  average 
specimen,  with  rich  glossy  brown  Proof  surface  and 
superb  detail — a  specimen  that  is  in  the  top  20%, 
quality-wise,  of  the  copper  impressions  we  have 
handled  over  the  years.  Numismatic  Americana  at 

its  finest!  . 3,795 

1789  Washington  cent.  Baker-14,  Kenney-7. 

Robinson  copy.  MS-63  BN . 379 

Circa  (1868)  Baker-251.  Washington  medalet  by 
George  H.  Lovett.  Grant  and  Washington.  Proof- 
65  RD.  Very  scarce;  first  we  have  oflered,  to  our 
recollection . 325 

Washington  /  Confederate  Cent  Muling 
Undated  (c.l792).  Washington  head  Confeder¬ 
ate  cent  muling.  The  only  one  struck,  this  is  an 
“old  friend”  and  was  featured  in  one  of  our  cata¬ 
logues  decades  ago!  Recendy,  we  bought  it  back. 
Now,  you  can  buy  it  from  us  for .  24,000 

1792  Dickeson  Cent 

1792  Dickeson  “cent.”  MS-64  RB.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  this  “1792  trial  piece,”  actually  made 
circa  the  1860s  from  an  embossed  revenue  stamp 
die.  Dr.  MontroviUe  W.  Dickeson  was  the  pro¬ 
genitor.  An  attractive  and  perennially  interesting 
issue . 1,795 

“Grand  Series  of  National  Medals” 

Events  in  British  History 
Silver  Proofs  in  Book-Style  Case 
1820  “Grand  Series  of  National  Medals”  pub- 
hshed  by  James  Mudie,  himself  an  engraver.  This 
lovely  set  of  large  silver  medals,  arranged  in  two  laige 
velvet  drawers  within  an  ornate  red  case,  and  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  original  book-style  catalogue  list¬ 
ing  the  subscribers,  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
medallic  sets  we  have  ever  offered.  Original  sub¬ 
scribers  to  the  set  started  with  His  Majesty  King 
George  IV  and  included  many  other  luminaries  (see 
notes).  The  set  showcased  the  works  of  various  en¬ 
gravers,  who  cut  dies  for  subjects  suggested  by 
Mudie,  the  engravers  including  Brenet,  Dubois, 
Mills,  Webb,  and  William  Wyon,  among  others. 
Each  medal  is  carefully  done,  from  dies  with  excel¬ 
lent  detail  (each  is  a  treat  to  study  under  magnifica¬ 
tion,  which  we  spent  a  pleasant  hour  doing).  Proofs, 
mirror  finish,  some  light  handling  marks.  Attractive 
hght  toning.  A  splendid  set  that  would  make  a  fan¬ 
tastic  display  in  an  office  or  cabinet  of  curiosities — 
the  latter  being  how  such  sets  were  displayed  in 
country  houses,  castles,  or  even  John  Allan’s  (see 
below)  town  house  in  New  York  City.  Includes  40 
medals,  41.1  mm.  each,  two  drawers,  fitted  case 
with  gold  embossing  on  cover,  and  original  accom¬ 
panying  bound  catalogue  or  book .  1 9,500 

Only  three  Americans  were  subscribers  to  this  set  in 
1 820:  '‘Allan,John,  Esq.  United  States,"  Mr.  Paine  (New 
York),  and  Thomas  Lyman,  Esq.  (“United  States"). 

Other  subscribers  included  His  Majesty  George  IV, 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  ofYork,  His  Royal  High¬ 
ness  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  and  a  list  of  other  royal  and  state 
personages.  It  seemed  that  no  British  palace  or  country 
estate  would  have  been  complete  witliout  a  set!  Other 


patrons,  obscure  and  well  known,  included  these  se¬ 
lected  listings:  “Miss  Scott,  Rose  Cottage,  Cobham,” 
Lieutenant  General  Duncan  Campbell  (who  ordered 
three  full  sets);  the  paitnership  of  Zanetti  and  Agnew, 
Manchester,  who  ordered  six  sets;  Messrs.  Marsh  &  Co., 
Bankers;  Messrs.  Thomason  and  Jones,  of  Birmingham, 
two  sets,  Thomason  being  a  well-known  engraver  of  the 
period;  WiUiam  Wyon,  distinguished  engraver  at  the 
Royal  Mint,  London.  Quantity  purchasers  included 
Messrs.  Solomon  and  Lewis,  location  not  given,  50  sets; 
Mr.  M.  Young,  location  not  given,  55  sets;  and  Mr, 
Whiteaves  of  Fleet  Street,  London,  who  signed  up  for  an 
amazing  93  sets.  Remarkable  for  their  absence  are  collec¬ 
tors  and  engravers  from  France,  perhaps  due  to  the 
pohtical  difficulties  between  England  and  France  in  re¬ 
cent  times.  However,  Mrs.  Brown,  otherwise  unidenti¬ 
fied,  is  listed  from  Paris,  as  is  LeBaron  Denon,  described 
as  “late  director  of  the  Louvre.” 

Trio  of  desirable  1876  Danish  medals.  Baker- 
426A.  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  Weight:  1010.6  grains. 
Diameter:  52.7  mm.  Proof  Rich  chocolate  brown 
surfaces  with  traces  of  gold,  russet,  and  blue  toning 
in  the  fields.  Reflective  obverse  fields,  while  the  re¬ 
verse  is  more  satiny  with  subdued  lustre  *  BuUets- 
426  for  type.  Gilt  bronze  (unhsted  in  Baker).  Plain 
edge.  Weight;  1069.8  grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mm. 
Proof  Bright  golden  surfaces  with  pleasing 
reflectivity  in  the  fields.  The  devices  are  bold  and 
satiny.  Some  Light  hairhnes  are  noted  *  B-426B. 
White  metal.  Plain  edge.  Weight:  771 .8  grains.  Di¬ 
ameter:  52.7  mm.  Proof  Brilliant  surfaces  with 
deeply  mirrored  fields  presenting  a  strong  cameo 
between  being  the  satiny  silver  devices.  A  beautiful 
threesome  counted  by  some  among  the  most  beau¬ 
tiful  Washington  medals  of  their  era.  Stuck  for  the 
1876  Centennial  Exhibition.  Designed,  prepared 
and  pubhshed  by  Danish  men,  F.  Schmahlfeld,  H. 

Ophlrik,  and  V.  Christesen .  1,150 

Empire  Coin  Company  token.  Circa  1960,  our 
predecessor  firm,  Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc., 
commissioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well-known  Roch¬ 
ester,  NY,  die-sinker,  to  create  these  tokens  for  us. 
The  approximate  size  of  a  United  States  large  cent 
of  the  1793-1857  years,  and  struck  in  copper,  each 
token  depicts  on  the  obverse  the  famous 
IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA  motif  taken  from  the 
1786-1787  copper  coinage,  “Columbia”  being  a 
representation  of  “America.”  The  reverse  depicts  an 
eagle  perched  on  a  palm  branch  and  is  derived  from 
the  design  used  on  the  rare  1795  U.S.  $5  gold  coin. 
Examples  are  with  “antiqued”  finish  as  made.  Dave 
Bowers  discovered  a  little  box  full  of  these.^  Each 
$9.95,  25  for . ' .  149 


FAX  YOUR  ORDER 
603-569-5319 


MISCELLANY 


Stanley  Cup  Hockey  Award 
1938  Stanley  Cup  Award  medal  in  gold.  EF. 

Awarded  to  Carl  Voss  of  the  Chicago  Black  Hawks. 
A  prime  sports  item,  a  find  for  the  historian  and  spe- 
ciahst . 2,895 

Impressive  “Wheel  of  Fortune”  Casino  Device 
Evans  Gaming  Wheel.  Large  vertical  “wheel  of  for¬ 
tune”  made  by  Evans,  of  Chicago,  early  in  the  20th 
century — just  the  sort  of  device  that  would  have 
been  used  in  a  casino  in  Reno,  or  high  in  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  The  wheel,  about  six  feet  in  diameter, 
is  on  its  own  stand  and  is  displayed  in  a  vertical  po¬ 
sition.  The  wheel  is  ornamented  with  numbers  (re- 
sembhng  dice  faces)  and  mirrored  panels  and  is  a 
very  impressive  ensemble.  We  came  across  this  in  an 
antique  shop  in  Massachusetts  (where  it  still  is), 
wrote  a  check  for  it  on  the  spot,  and  now  offer  it  for 
sale.  In  many  years  of  being  interested  in  antique 
gambhng  devices,  we’ve  encountered  only  one 
other  for  sale.  Basically  “original”  condition,  not 
repainted,  altered,  or  anything  else.  Needs  a  few 
touches,  but  is  essentially  pristine.  Ask  for  a  photo! 

Oflered  f  o.b.  Massachusetts . 3,450 

1942  “experimental  cent”  related  pieces:  In  1942  the 
United  States  Mint  began  searching  for  a  suitable 
replacement  for  the  copper  cent.  Being  a  strategic 
war  material,  copper  was  in  high  demand.  Replace¬ 
ment  material  required  various  properties  to  simu¬ 
late  copper  as  closely  as  possible.  Private  companies 
were  contacted  to  explore  materials  as  diverse  as 
plastic  and  glass.  Special  dies  were  prepared  for  use 
in  the  testing  process.  The  firms  involved  provided 
sample  planchets  which  were  struck  with  these 
dies.  We  were  fortunate  to  acquire  a  small  quan¬ 
tity  of  plastic  “Planchets”  or  disks  which  were  left 
over  from  one  of  the  private  companies  involved. 
We  have  two  different  types  of  material:  general- 
purpose  phenolic  resin  is  very  dark  brown,  weighs 
10.30  grains  and  has  six  concentric  circles  raised  on 
each  side.  (40  pieces)  The  Urea-formaldehyde  plas¬ 
tic  is  ohve  and  weighs  10.76  grains.  These  also  have 
six  raised  circles  on  each  side.  (10  pieces)  Order  ei¬ 
ther  type,  each  for . 59 


CURRENCY 

Pels  “rebus  puzzle”  note  as  featured  in  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  No.  125,  this  being  the  one  we  purchased. 
Crisp  Uncirculated . . . 375 
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Books  for  Sale 

Special  Discount  Prices — 

This  Week’s  Book  Specials 


No  further  discounts  apply. 

Prices  do  not  include  shipping  and  handling. 


Federal  Half  Dimes  1792-1837 

By  Russell J.  Logan  and 
John  W.  McCloskey 


A  great  new  reference  by  two  of  numis¬ 
matics*  most  accomplished  authors,  packed 
with  information  on  this  obscure  but  &sci- 
nating  series.  293  pages  illustrated. 

Hardbound  Stock  No.  BRL-100. 

List  $75.00 

Special  Net  $60.00 


Complete  Guide  to  Certified 
Barber  Coinage 

By  David  and John  Feigenbaum 


The  Complete  Guide  to 

Certified  Barber  Coinage 


0«v(d  <1  Inhn  Felgntbanm 


An  in-depth  survey  of  the  Mint  State 
certified  coins  of  all  three  Barber  series;  the 
dimes,  quarters  and  half  dollars  1892-1916. 
160  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BLA-750. 

List  $35.00 

Special  Net  $26.50 


Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

By  Brian  Greer 


A  must-have  volume  for  anyone  inter¬ 
ested  in  Liberty  Seated  dimes.  Each  date  and 
mintmark  is  covered,  including  grading, 
major  variety  analysis  history  and  scarcity. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BGR-222. 

List  $36.95 

Special  Net  $27.95 


Everybody  loves  a  discount, 
and  if  you  are  a  book  buyer,  you 
have  come  to  the  right  place.  Pick 
out  the  titles  you  want,  and  no 
matter  what  the  size  of  your  or¬ 
der,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the 
top!  Or,  if  your  order  totals  $100 
or  more  list  prices— not  hard  to  do 
with  all  of  the  good  titles  we  offer- 
take  a  generous  20%  discount!  This 
is  ourwayofhelpingyou  build  your 
library,  helping  you  gain  knowl¬ 
edge,  and  helping  you  enjoy  numis¬ 
matics.  Each  and  every  book  is 
guaranteed  to  please  you  100%,  or 
it  can  be  returned  within  30  days  of 
receipt,  and  an  instant  refund  will 
be  given. 


Stock  No, 

Tide  Retail  Price/Copv  Your  Order  Price 

BAN-212 

America’s  Gold  Coinage  (hrdbd) 

15.00 

BAN-215 

America’s  Laige  Cent  (hrdbd) 

25.00 

BDO-SOO 

America’s  Money — America’s  Story  (sftbd) 

34.95 

BAN-210 

America’s  Silver  Coinage:  1794-1891  (hrdbd) 

15.00 

BAN-211 

America’s  Silver  Dollars  (hrdbd) 

25.00 

BBM-404 

American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards  (hrdbd) 

5935 

BAN-710 

ANA  Centennial  History,  The  (2  Volumes,  hrdbd) 

159.00 

BAN-711 

American  Numismatic  Association  Anthology  (hrdbd) 

65.00 

BBM-405 

American  Numismatics  Before  the  Civil  War  1760-1860  (hrdbd) 

89.95 

BFL-300 

Authoritative  Reference  on  Three  Cent  Nickels,  The  (spiralbd) 

37.95 

BBM-309 

Basic  Guide  to  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  (sftbd) 

14.95 

BWE-825 

Best  of  the  Washington  Quarter  Doubled  Die  Varieties,  The  (spiralbd) 

39.95 

BLE-501-504 

Bowers  and  Merena’s  “Little  Editions’’ 

4/$19.95 

BSO-752 

Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast’s  Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents  (sftbd) 

45.00 

BBM-350/351 

Buyer’s  Guide  to  U.S.  Gold  Coins  (sftbd)  (hrdbd) 

12.95/19.95 

BBM-402 

Buyers’  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  tlie  United  States  (sftbd) 

19.95 

BFI-114 

Chcrrypickers’  Pocket  Guide,  Top  150  (spiralbd) 

19.95 

BTE-800 

Coin  Lore:  The  Collected  Essays  (sftbd) 

22.00 

BAN-214 

Coinage  of  the  American  Confederation  Period  (hrdbd) 

25.00 

BBM-401 

CoDecting  Coins  and  Making  Money:  A  Peek  at  the  19th  Century  (sftbd) 

29.95 

BBM-308/308a 

Commemorative  Coins  of  the  U.S.:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  (sftbd)/(hrdbd) 

39.95/49.95 

BLA-109 

Complete  Guide  to  Franklin  HalfDoUan,  The  (sftbd) 

19.95 

BGR-222 

Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes,  The  (sftbd) 

29.95 

BLA-107 

Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents,  The  (sftbd) 

43.95 

BVA-710 

Comprehensive  Catalog  and  Encyclopedia  of  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars 

79.95 

BCR-271 

Early  Coins  of  America  (hrdbd) 

45.00 

BOV-lOO 

Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836  (hrdbd) 

59.95 

BNE-500 

Early  Paper  Money  of  America  (hrdbd) 

75.00 

BBM-802 

Encyclopedia  of  Automatic  Musical  Instruments  (hrdbd) 

89.95 

BSW-742 

Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver  &  Gold  Commemorative  Coins  1892-1989  (sftbd) 

29.95 

BRL-100 

Federal  HalfDimes  1792-1837  (hrdbd) 

75.00 

BFI-115 

Fivaz,  Bill,  Counterfeit  Detection  Guide  (spiralbd) 

10.00 

BGO-300 

Gobrecht  Journal,  The:  Collective  Volume  4 — 1 995  (hrdbd) 

44.00 

BWI-819 

Gold  Coins  of  the  Charlotte  Mint  1838-1861 

35.00 

BWI-818 

Gold  Coins  of  the  Dahlonega  Mint  1838-1861  (sftbd) 

25.00 

BAK-749 

Handbook  of  20th-Century  U.S.  Gold  Coins  (hrdbd) 

19.95 

BFI-120 

Helpful  Hints  for  Enjoying  Coin  Collecting  (spiralbd) 

15.95 

BBM-130 

History  of  United  States  Coinage,  The  (hrdbd) 

59.95 

BLA-851 

Investing,  Collecting,  and  Trading  in  Certified  Commemoratives  (sftbd) 

29.95 

BWI-900 

John  Reich:  A  Numismatic  Bio^phy  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BWl-202 

Kennedy  Half  DoUar  Book,  The  (spiralbd) 

40.00 

BLE-440 

Longacre’s  Two-Cent  Piece — 1 864  Attribution  Guide  (spiralbd) 

24.95 

BBM-146A 

Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins  (hrdbd) 

62.50 

BMA-600 

Mason’s  Stamp  &  Coin  Collector’s  Magazine  (3  volumes) 

240.00 

BRU-555 

Medallic  Portraits  ofWashington,  The  (hrdbd) 

34.95 

BMO-200 

Money  of  the  American  Colonies  and  Confederation  (hrdbd) 

100.00 

BBM-145 

Norweb  Collection:  An  American  Legacy,  The  (hrdbd) 

29.95 

BBM-200 

Numismatist’s  Bedside  Companion,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BBM-207 

Numismatist’s  Countryside  Companion,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BBM-208 

Numismatist’s  Downtown  Companion,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BBM-202 

Numismatist’s  Lakeside  Companion,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BBM-209 

Numismatist’s  Topside  Companion,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BBM-210 

Numismatist’s  Traveling  Companion,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BBM-206 

Numismatist’s  Weekend  Companion,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95 

BRH-200 

Official  Guide  to  Coin  Grading  and  Counterfeit  Detection  (sftbd) 

29.95 

BFR-105 

Paper  Money  of  the  United  States  (hrdbd) 

35.00 

BSH-100 

Penny  "Whimsy  (hrdbd) 

50.00 

BRU-414 

Photograde  (sftbd) 

10.95 

BMT-100 

Rare  Coin  Review  1969-1994:  An  Annotated  Index  of  the  Hrst  100  Issues  (sftbd) 

19.95 

BBM-407 

Pare  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804,  The  (hdbd) 

69.95 

BTR-950 

Scott  Travers'  Top  88  Coins  Over  $100  (sftbd) 

11.95 

BBR-555 

The  Official  State  Quarters  Collectors  Handbook 

4.99  1 

BHE-700 

The  Neighborhood  Mint 

30.00 

BCW-700 

The  Smart  Collector:  United  States  Coin  (sftbd) 

22.00 

BDO-505 

The  Soho  Mint  &  Industrialization  of  Money  (hrdbd) 

75.00 

BRU-725 

Standard  Catalog  ofU.S.  Tokens  1700-1900  (sftbd) 

47.95 

BTA-404 

Standard  Guide  to  die  Lincoln  Cent  (sftbd) 

19.95 

BCL-700 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters  (sftbd) 

24.95 

BAN-213 

The  Token:  America’s  Other  Money  (hrdbd) 

25.00 

BFE-300/301 

Top  100  MoTgan  Dollar  Varieties:  The  VAM  Keys  (Spiralbound/Leatherette) 

24.95 

BBM-406 

Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonalban,  The  (hrdbd) 

69.95 

BFL-301 

Treasure  Hunting  Liberty  Head  Nickels  (spiralbd) 

29.95 

BFL-302 

Treasure  Hunting  Mercury  Dimes  (spiralbd) 

29.95 

BRA-511 

United  States  Clad  Coinage,  The  (sftbd) 

12.95  ,  ■ 

BBM-307 

United  States  Coins  by  Design  Types  (Action  Guide)  (sftbd) 

9.95 

BNE-798 

United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857  (hrdbd) 

73aoo 

BBM-302 

United  .States  Copper  Coins  (Action  Guide)  (sftbd) 

9.95 

BBM-135 

United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  illustrated  History  (hrdbd) 

57.95 

BAD-724 

United  States  Numismatic  Literature,  Volume  II  (hrdbd) 

125.00 

BPO-lOO 

United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues  (hrdbd) 

79.00 

BSU-300 

U.S.  Error  Note  Encyclopedia  (spiralbd) 

32.00 

BBM-303 

U.S.  Three-Cent  and  Five-Cent  Pieces  (Action  Guide)  (sftbd) 

9.95 

BBM-140 

Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era,  (del.  hrdbd) 

29.00 

BBR-764 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  (hrdbd) 

125.00 

BWi-400 

Washington  Quarter  DoUar  Book  (spiralbd) 

S40.00 

BBM-422 

Waterford  Water  Cure,  The  (hrdbd) 

49.95 

Discount;  10%  on  orders  up  to  and  including  $100/20%  on  orders  over  $100 

Postage  (book  rate)  $3.50  for  orders  up  to  $50  PLUS  10%  over  that  amount 

Total  oi  Order 

Order  it  Today,  Enjoy  it  Tomorrow! 


Select  the  coins  you  want  to  buy. 

Call  Gail  or  Debbie  in  our  Direct  Sales 
Department  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time. 

Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  MasterCard, 
AMEX,  or  Discover/Novus  or,  if  you  have 


established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  ap¬ 
proval.  We  will  need  your  street  address  (not 
box  address)  for  Federal  Express  delivery.  This 
service  is  free  (upon  request)  for  orders  of 
$500  or  more;  just  $1 0  for  orders  under  $500. 


How 

To 

Order 


^  By  Mail:  Bowers  and  Merena 

Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
By  Telephone:  Toll  free  (800)  222-5993 
(In  New  Hampshire  569-5095) 

^  By  Fax:  (603)  569-5319 
^  By  email:  directsales@bowersandmerena.com 


As  hard  as  we  tty  to  make  sure  that  no  errors  oc¬ 
cur  in  this  newspaper,  sometimes  tilings  can  slip  by. 
We  are  not  responsible  for  any  typographical  errors 
in  prices  or  otherwise. 


KEEP 

The  Coin  Collector 

COMING! 


Do  you  want  to  receive  the  next 
issue  of  The  Coin  Collector?  If  the 
answer  is  YES,  simply  do  one  of 
the  following: 

□  Order  $25  or  more  worth  of  items 
from  this  issue,  and  the  next  few  issues 
win  come  your  way.  (If  you  have  al¬ 
ready  ordered  from  any  of  the  four 
previous  issues,  you  will  automatically 
receive  copies.) 


□  Send  $29  for  a  full  year’s  subscription 
to  The  Coin  Collector  AND  the  Rare 
Coin  Review,  America’s  leading  rare  coin 
magazine  (six  issues,  Hst  price  $10  each). 
A  value  of  over  $90. 

□  Send  $145  for  a  full  year’s  subscription 
(domestic  subscription)  to  Bowers  and  Mer¬ 
ena  publications  including  The  Coin  Col¬ 
lector,  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  and  five  of 
our  Grand  Format'  “  coin  auction  catalogues, 
a  value  of  over  $300  if  purchased  separately! 


Yes!  ^ 

□  Please  send  The  Coin  Collector  as  well 
as  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  ($29) 

O  Please  send  a  full  subscription.  ($145) 


Name 


Address 

City  State  Zip 

Return  to: 

Bowers  and  Merena  Publications  Dept. 
Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

I’ve  enclosed  my  □  Check  □  Money 
Order  or  charge  to  my  (check  one) 

□  Visa  □  MC  0  AmEx  □  Discover/Novus 


Credit  Card  Number  Exp.  Date 


